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PREFACE 

In the autumn of 1891, Professor William J. 
Tucker, then of the Theological Seminary at 
Andover, now president of Dartmouth College, 
sent out a circular in which he proposed that 
there should be established in one of the more 
crowded districts of Boston a house ^^ designed to 
stand for the single idea of resident study and 
work«" The singleness of this idea has ever since 
been the guiding principle of the settlement which 
came of that initial effort. The present yolume 
is simply a larger development succeeding a series 
of bulletins which have presented from year to 
year the hard-won gains of actual experience. 

The writers ^ ^>^ia ynl ume have all been cit i- 
zens of the So uj:^ Y-rtA nf "Rnatnn fnr fif>naitf1ftrftK1ft 

periods. With on e, exception, they have been in 
residence at the So uth End Ho use. Each writer 
has devoted himself specially to those topics with 
which his local interests have made him the most 
conversant. To the editor has fallen the duty of 
directing the investigation, and of approving and 



uni^ng its results. In thiB he has had the con- 
stant cooperatioD of his colleague in Ae executive 
work of the settlement, Mr. William I. Cole. Two 
of the chapters are by a writer who withholds his 
name, out of consideration for certain interests 
that involve ontside persons. 

At every stage in the investigation the writers 
have had the assistance of pnblic of&cials, trade- 
union leaders, philanthropic worlters, and other 
persons familiar with the past and present of the 
South End. Mr. Horace G. Wadlin, chief, and 
Mr. Charles F. Pidgin, chief clerk, of the State 
Bureau of Statistics of Labor, have given special 
assistuice in connection with the statistical ground- 
work of the investigation. Mr. O. M. Hanscom, 
Deputy Superintendent of Police for the sonthem 
districts, has made accessible much important in- 
formation in the police records. Professor W. J. 
Ashley, of Harvard University, kindly read most 
of the manuscript in an early stage, and gave a 
number of profitable suggestions. For Some of 
the more subtle human aspects of the local life the 
writings of Mr. Alvan F. Sanborn, long one of 
the settlement group, have been to some extent 
drawn upon, and references are given at the ap- 
propriate places for those who may wish to go 
further in that direction. Two other valued 



PREFACE V 

former residents have made contribntions to the 
Yolume in its final form. Professor Henry G. 
Pearson, of the English department in the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, has read the 
whole of the proof, and many places in the text 
show his critical skill. Mr. M. A. de Wolfe Howe 
supplied what may be little to give but is much 
to receive, the title. The phrase was first used 
by Mr. Howe in an article in the ^^ Atlantic 
Monthly" for January, 1896. Several of the 
younger associates of the house have assisted in 
particular ways, — Mr. R. W. Babson, in connec- 
tion with certain economic inquiries; Mr. F. Q. 
Blanchard, in the collection of some of the data 
with regard to the buildings on different streets; 
Mr. E. T. Foulkes, in preparing the draft maps ; 
and Mr. W. W. Rockwell, in making the index. 

A word may be said about the district maps. 
The three having certain characteristics of the 
streets indicated by colored strips are intended 
to be accurate as to the prevailing condition in 
each block. In the first, a partment houses are 
dis tinguished from tenem ent houses^ as usually 
having more than four raoma JfflLajsai Jte, with s pe- 

Cial prnv^ jnTi_ f n r p riv5>r.y anrl PHmfprf.. In the 

map showing racial grouping, where a street is 
bordered with a strip of two colors, the indication 



is that DO single aationality is in a msjoiity, but 
that two nationalities are present each to Uie ex- 
tent of from thirty to fifty per cent of the whole. 
In this case the color next the street stands for the 
predotninant factor. In the map showing indnstrial 
grades, the two mixed colors, purple and orange, 
indicate the blending of s lower and a higher 
grade of labor, in proportionB of from twenty-fiTe 
to fifty per cent each. These mixed colors may, 
in fact, be taken to represent separate economic 
gradations. In the map showing institutions and 
meeting-places, the different symbols are to make 
reference to the map easy from each of the differ- 
ent chapters in which the different sorts of estab- 
lished local centres are discussed. 

The data for the first and fourth of the district 
maps were obt^ned entirely by personal investi- 
gation. For the second the data were secured 
from the Tenement House Census giving national- 
ity by precincts, from the State Census of 1895 
giving nationality and parent nativity by wards, 
from the City Assessors' List for 1898 giving the 
names of all adult males by streets, and from con- 
siderable personal investigation. The third dis- 
trict map is based upon a classification of the oc- 
cupations of all male adults as given by streets 
for each individual in the Assessors' List. The 
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diagram presenting the relative proportion of the 
different nationalities is based on the State Census 
returns just mentioned, which show the native 
country of the parents of all inhabitants, thus in- 
dicating the character of the population for two 
generations. The figures upon which this diagram 
is based refer to Wards 7 and 9, whose population 
is practically identical with that covered by the 
district maps. The plan of " Two Blind Alleys " 
is taken by permission from a pamphlet entitled 
" Some Slums in Boston," which was prepared for 
the Twentieth Century Club by Harold K. Esta- 
brook, a former resident of the South End House. 
In the course of the present investigation much 
valuable material has been brought to light which 
is available for the North and West Ends of Bos- 
ton as well as for the South End. Considerable 
personal examination has already been made by 
residents of the South End House into the condi* 
tions of those districts. A second volume is to be 
prepared, confining itself to that situation. It is 
hoped also that the study may further develop so 
as to embrace sketches of the outlying working- 
class districts, whose problems are less compli- 
cated, and a concluding investigation of certain 
greater affairs of the city, which, aside from ques- 
tions of locality, have a marked bearing upon the 
welfare of the working classes. 
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THE CITY WILDERNESS 



THE SOUTH END 



CHAPTER I 

INTBODUCTOBT 

I SOLATED and congeste d jrpikm^HDlass q^imrters, 
with all the dangers to moral and material well- 
being that they present^ grow along with the 
growth of all our |[reat cities. 

The course of their evolution is in nearly all 
cases much the same. At first the well-to-do and 
the poor live near together, the poor having their 
abode on the back streets. There is no absolute 
line of demarcation between the interests of the 
two classes. Both share, to a degree, in a conmion 
life. But as time goes on, the poor increase to 
such an extent, through industrial change at home 
and immigration from abroad, that they become 
overcrowded where they are, and begin to emerge 
into some of the front streets, dislodging and 
pushing along their more prosperous neighbors. 
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Sesidencee get into the hands of lodging-house 
keepers. Later, in many cases, they undergo a few 
alterations and become tenements. New buildings 
soon begin to spring up in nooks and comers 
of unoccupied land. Shops and other places of 
business line the main streets more and more. 
Each later immigration adds to the local popula- 
tion that is already taxing the housing accommo- 
dation. Factories begin to come into those parts, 
increasing the crowd and making the conditions 
still more complicated. 

Meanwhile the well-to^o, establishing them- 
selves elsewhere, have opened up centres of civil- 
izing influence in which the working people have 
no shure. The ties which for a time bound them 
to their former homes and neighbors have been 
severed one by one. Although perhaps owning 
property or interested in business at that section 
of the city, tfaey have practically forgotten it in 
all its social and moral aspects. Cut off as it now 
is in great measure from the centres of the city's 
life, such a quarter provides fit haunts for the 
depraved and vicious. Evils of all kinds find 
here a congenial soil and produce a rank growth. 
The back streets, at best, are dreary and depress- 
ing, and have dark squalid courts and alleys run- 
ning in from them. The chief thoroughfares 
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gradually take on aspects of garish picturesque- 
ness, which, set against a mixed background of 
poverty and moral tragedy, give them a weird fas- 
cination. 

These various conditions tend to disintegr ate! 
Ttf}ig>iV>nrTinnfl ]jf e and to destroy what is bes t in t 
thft lifft pf t hfl ^^ir"Q - Neighborhoods come to be i 
made up of people who have no local attachments 
and are separated from one another by distinc- 
tions of race and reUgion. There is no concerted 
action for a better social life, no watchfulness 
over common interests. Such a state of things V 
gives political corruption its best opportunity. 
This is precisely the place where money is to be 
laid out at election time. 

Of^-the-^aeveral great quarters in Boston where 
the less prosperous dwell, the South End shows 
the^question^Jsle results of the city's growth the 
most clearly. The North End and the West 
End bear a certain resemblance to it. The rest 
— Charlestown, East Boston, South Boston, Lower 
Eoxbury — are given over almost uniformly to 
middle-class and working-class homes. They have 
relatively little of the characteristic impress of the 
great city upon them. They are all at a distance\ 
from the commercial centre. Three of them are 
separated from it by water, and, save for their 
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water-side industries, might imaginably exist apart 
from the city altogether. But both the North End 
and the West End, in spite of the resemblance, 
also present important points of difference. The 
West End is at the outer extreme of the city in 
its direction, as also is the North End, save for 
two of the outlying sections just mentioned ; while 
the South End is at the city's centre of popula- 
tion^ TEere are two highways to Cambridge run- 
ning through the West End, and the ferry traf- 
fic to East Boston passes through the North End. 
The South JEnd has m>_jes8^ than eight great 
thoroughfares crossins^ one another and connect- 
ing dint parts of L meteopoUtan area. Wi^x 
ihese go an important manufa^tarinj:.. region, 
thronged centres of amusement, and a complex 
population, racially and industrially, — such as do 
not exist in the other quarters. The North and 
) West Ends are both hemmed in between the busi- 
ness section of the city and the water of the 
Charles River and the harbor; and the North 
End, lying as it does immediately between the two 
union railroad stations, is slowly shrinking under 
the encroachments of trade. In the southern di- 
rection only could a great metropolitan working- 
class quarter find room for its development. 
This volume deals with all of that development 
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which has as yet taken place. The district partic- 
ularly to be described constitutes the inner charac- 
teristic half of the South End. The territory has 
an area of not more than half a square mile, being 
almost exactly a mile in length and averaging 
half a mile in width. It is bounded on the north- 
em side by Eliot and Kneeland Streets, which 
together form the busy highway between Park 
Square and the new Southern Union Station, and 
divide the South End from the business section. 
On the east is a line of wharves fringing the wa- 
ters of Fort Point Channel and the South Bay, 
an inlet from the harbor, over which go several 
bridges to South Boston. To the south and west 
the district is separated from the rest of the South 
End by clearly defined bounds. With Tremont 
and Ferdinand Streets on the west, and the Brook- 
line streets on the south, begin neighborhoods 
which still contain many family residences and are 
altogether free, as yet, from tenement houses. 

The residential section stretching beyond this 
district on the Tremont Street side shows a gradu- 
ally ascending social scale, from the lodging-houses 
of the better class just over the border of the dis- 
trict to the elegant private dwellings and imposing 
apartment structures of the Back Bay, where the 
city's wealth and fashion have made their home. 
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In the section south of the district are to be 
seen, in the laying out of the streets and in the 
architecture, many evidences of what the best of 
the South End was like in the days when this part 
of the city was a prosperous residential quarter. 
Several of the squares here — though almost en- 
tirely deserted by their old residents — are still 
outwardly as pleasant places of abode as can be 
foimd within the main city. Farther on is Box- 
bury, with its constantly increasing number of 
artisans and tradespeople, together with the be- 
ginnings, in that direction, of the suburban popu- 
lation. 

Though the district in question is thus distinctly 
set off by itself, it is so close to the chief centres 
of the city that its isolation has been rather that 
resulting from lack of sympathy and interest 
^ than from lack of intercommunication. Even its 
churches and theatres have never been merely 
local affairs. Its central situation and its accessi- 
bility bring in and out of it an increasing number 
of business men who are involved in its manufac- 
turing and transportation interests. The higher 
grade of workman engaged in its industries may 
wish to have his family elsewhere, as the facili- 
ties of the district for transit so easily allow ; but 
he naturally returns to this pivotal point for any 
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business connected with the interests of his trapde 
throughout the city. The nearness of the district 
to the city's throng, together with remoteness from 
its best life, allows im^ irresponsible xilass-of people, 
to come and^gq, who ^row aside the ordinary re- 
itmntB and^givejhej^i^rtothelr w^^^^ 

Happily, however, these channels of easy inter- 
commimication have of recent years come to be 
heavily freighted with a return of sympathy and 
interest. In the ^olr*^^*^" ^^ ^^^ ffr^wi^a/l mfj 
quarter which was traced at the beginning of this 
chapter, two periods only were described : that 
when the well-to-do and poor live in the same 
neighborhoods and their interests were in a mea- 
sure bound together, and that marked by the 
more or less complete separation of these two 
classes and the abandonment of the poor to their 
fate. A third stage has been reached in not a 
few instances, brought about by a quickened social 
conscience among the well-to-do and cultured. 
Through a growing feeling of obligation on the 
part of those that have towards those that have 
not, attention has been directed with real concent 
to the city's social and moral wastes. As a result, 
charities and philanthropies have begun to invade 
them in growing number and variety. Such 
churches as are located there feel the reaction. 



J 



A- 






8 INTBODUCTORT 

and begin to take on new forms of acfivit; die 
better to meet the sitnation presented bj their 
respective neighborhoods; and other churches 
from without see in wholly neglected neighboiv 
hoods the fields for new missionary enterprise. 
I The South End has entered upon this sta^ of 
I social recovery. There is a constantly increasing 
' number of people in other parts of Boston and in 
the suburbs who are making substantial contribu- 
tions of money or effort in connection with its 
varied centres of human service. 

If any comparison were to be instituted between 
this and similarly conditioned districts in other 
cities, it would be important to remember that, 
while tliis district is atBioted with all the evils 
that go with such situations, yet in this case those 
evils do not exist at their fullest st^e of develop- 
ment. There is do such overcrowding as there is 
in lower New York ; poverty has no such painful 
and revolting aspects as are to be seen in East 
London ; drunkenness is of a less sodden and 
brutalizing character than in the corresponding 
quarters of many American cities ; immorality is 
at least not obtrusive and defiant ; and, amid a 
cosmopolitan population, representing nearly every 
grade of working-class existence, the labor pro- 
blem is at about its average degree of difficulty. 
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There are many reasons for this comparatiTely 
moderate state o£ things. Boston ie not a city of 
the first magnitude, and should not expect the ex- 
treme results of rapid growth. Though it has a 
compact urban population of half a million within 
the city limits, and half a million without, it still 
retains much of its old-time town feeling, which 
has as an accompaniment an intense sense of local 
responsibility. The ci^ as a whole has the. in- 
heritance of^enerations of effectively organized 
relief and mission work. The educational sys- 
tem, though in some respects not so preeminent as 
formerly, exerts extraordinary force. It will also 
be remembered that public spirit in Massachusetts 
has embodied itself in much humane legislation 
for the protection of working people. 

This somewhat more mature stage of progress 
has its risks. The sense of urgency is weakened. 
Attention is likely to be magnetized by the de- 
tailed manifestations of evils rather than deter- 
minedly directed toward their hidden souroes. 
Mere executive impulse is often relied upon for 
what can come only of a high enthusiasm and a 
daily refreshed purpose. 



CHAPTER II 

HISTORICAL 

John Winthbop and his associates estab- 
lished themselves chiefly within the district now 
bounded by Milk, Bromfield, Tremont, and Han- 
over Streets, in the heart of the city. The North 
End was next settled. The boundary between 
this new section and the older one, which came to 
be known as the South End, was the '^ old canal " 
or Mill Creek, which ran from the present Cause- 
way Street to Haymarket Square, then through 
Blackstone and North Streets to North Market 
Street. A third division, situated to the west 
and north of Beacon Hill, was occupied somewhat 
later and became known as the West End. These 
names for the different sections of the town or 
city have been retained, but the boundaries of all 
but the North End have changed with the growth 
of the community. 

In 1784 the North End contained, according 
to Shurtleff,^ " about six hundred and eighty 

^ Topographical and Historical Description of Boston. 
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dwelling houaea and tenements and six meeting 
honses. Though it had formerly been the court 
end of the town, even at the above-named period 
it had begun to lose its former prestige, and gave 
unquestionable evidences of decay and unpopu- 
larity." 

The West End, according to the same author- 
ity, contained at the same period " one meeting 
house and about one hundred and Be,venty dwelling 
houses and tenements ; and, althoagh the smallest 
and least populous of the divisions, was regarded 
then as a very pleasant and healthy part of the 
town, on account of its westerly situation, where it 
had plenty of agreeable inland breezes, and was 
comparatively sheltered from the easterly winds." 

The South End of 1784 included what is now 
the centre of the business part of the city. The 
Old South Church takes its name from its loca- 
tion at the then South End of the town. Shurt- 
leff says that this section " was by far the most 
extensive in point of territory of all the natural 
divisions of the town, being in length from the 
fortifications on the N^eck to the Mill Bridge. . . . 
It contained all the public buildings except the 
Powder House, ten meeting houses, and about 
twelve hundred and fifty dwelling honses. Being 
the seat of business, it was the most flourishing 
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part of tlie town, and contained the principal 
shops and warehouses." 

The portion of the town situated south of the 
present Dover Street, containing a large part of 
the South End of to-day, had so few inhabitants 
before the Revolution that it was seldom referred 
to in describing it. It was usually spoken of as 
the " Neck Field," or the " Field towards Rox- 
bury." The Neck was a narrow isthmus of about 
a mUe in length, by which, down to the begmning 
of the present century, the ^' pear-shaped " penin- 
sula of Boston was attached to the mainland. 
The Neck began at Beach Street, diminished to its 
narrowest point near Dover Street, then gradually 
increased in width to a point near Dedham Street, 
where it expanded to much greater proportions. 

Drake,^ writing in 1872, says that ^^ within the 
recollection of persons now living the water has 
been known to stand up to the knees of horses in 
the season of full tides at some places in the road 
on the Neck. ... At some points along the beach 
there was a good depth of water, and Gibben's 
ship-yard was located on the easterly side a short 
distance north of Dover Street, as early as 1722 
and as late as 1777. Other portions on both sides 
of the Neck were bordered by marshes, more or 

^ Old Landmarks and Historic Personages of Boston. 
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less extensive, which were covered at high tide. 
Wharves were built at intervals along the eastern 
shore, from Beach Street to Dover Street. In 
front of these wharves, dwellings and stores were 
erected, facing what is now Washington Street." 
Some of these wharves were so near the street 
that people passing by complained that the bow- 
sprits of ships unloading obstructed the street. 

Travelers were once in great danger of losing 
their way along the narrow causeway and its adjsp 
cent marshes. So frequent had such accidents 
become that not only the town but the General 
Court took action in 1723 to have the dangerous 
road fenced in. The marshes were a favorite re- 
sort for birds and were much frequented by sports- 
men. It is related that Sir Charles and Lady 
Frankland one day narrowly escaped being shot 
as they were passing over the Neck. In 1785 the 
town of Eoxbury was obliged to place sentinels 
there to prevent the desecration of the Sabbath. 

Till 1786, when the Charlestown Bridge was 
completed, the only entrance for carriages into the 
town was over the Neck. Consequently measures 
were taken very early for paving it, and protecting 
it from the violence of the sea. In 1708 the town 
made a grant of all the land between Castle 
Street and a point a little north of Dover Street 
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on condition that the grantees completed the high- 
way and erected barriers " to secure and keep off 
the sea." In 1785 another grant was made for a 
similar purpose to Stephen Gore, John Way, and 
others, of a tract of lands and flats bounded on 
the south by the present Maiden Street and on the 
north by Dover Street. This land was divided 
by the highway in a diagonal fashion. That the 
estates might present right angles to the street, 
a bend was made in the highway, which may be I 

noticed in the portion of Washington Street be- [ 

tween Dover and Maiden Streets. This bend \ 

marks the high-water line on the easterly side f 

of the Neck. A dike was built on the same side 
across the marshes to the mainland in Roxbury. 
About the same time, too, a sea-wall was built on 
the west side from Dover Street to a point very 
near to Waltham Street. Traces of this sea-wall 
were to be seen as late as 1868. 

The early settlers found the Neck fairly well 
wooded ; and from time to time, after the roadway 
was laid out, trees were planted on the sides of 
the highway. A view of the South End and of the 
Neck in 1764, which is reproduced by Shurtleff, 
gives a very good idea of the appearance of the 
present South End before the great transforma- 
tions of the last seventy-five years. 
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In 1784, according to the account of Shurtleff, 
there were no buildings beyond the fortifications 
except a few stores. Ten years later there were 
only eighteen buildings between Dover Street and 
the Soxbury line. Drake says that ^Mn 1800 
there were not more than one or two houses from 
the site of the Cathedral to Roxbury. The few 
buildings standing between the American and 
British lines were burnt during the siege, and 
only two bams and three small houses were then 
left on what was properly termed the Neck." 

Naturally enough, the defenses of the town early 
engaged the attention of the people. Although 
the Indians of the vicinity were regarded as 
friendly, they were not fully tnisted, and a guard 
of an officer and six men was placed on the Neck 
in April, 1631. Probably before 1640 a small 
fortification was built a little to the south of 
Dover Street. Begular watches were kept, and 
at night the gates were closed and no one allowed 
to enter or leave the town. 

This early fortification had fallen into decay 
before 1710, and in that year the town voted to 
have a new fort erected upon the same site. A 
substantial structure of brick and stone was ac- 
cordingly built. In 1860 workmen engaged in 
digging for a drain in the neighborhood discov- 
ered parts of the foundations. 
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The third fortification was constructed in 1774 
by General Gage. He strengthened the works 
near Dover Street and dug a deep moat, into 
which the water flowed at high tide. This fort 
was known as the " Green Store Battery " from 
the green-painted warehouse of ^' Deacon " Brown, 
which stood on the site of the present Grand 
Theatre. A stronger fortification was built near 
the present Canton Street. On the eastern side 
of the isthmus, there was also a smaller fort, 
between the larger ones. Where Franklin and 
Blackstone Squares now are, the roadway was 
commanded by pieces of artillery. 
• The British occupied for a time the farmhouse 
of a man named Brown, which stood on the west 
side of Washington Street a little south of Black- 
stone Square, until it was burned in July, 1775, 
by a raiding party of Americans. The American 
advanced post was at the George Tavern, which 
was located near the present site of the Washing- 
ton Market. The tavern was burned by the Brit- 
ish about a fortnight after the burning of Brown's 
house by the Americans. The Americans did not 
erect any fortifications on the Neck until after 
the Battle of Bunker Hill, when the famous 
^'Boxbury lines" were laid out on the line be- 
tween Boxbury and Boston. Later, earthworks 
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were erected near the George Tavern and within 
musket-shot of the British advance guards. Tra- 
dition declares that to this point it was Washing- 
ton's daily custom to come, accompaoied by bis 
personal staff of men afterwards famous in the 
Itcvolutionary War. After the cvacuatiion of Bos- 
ton, Washington sent five himdred men to enter 
the town under the command of one <^ his colo- 
nels, who unbarred and opened the gates of the 
British works. He himself entered the following 
day. On account of the smallpox, which then 
prevailed in Boston, the army did not come in 
until after several days. With the end oi the 
siege, the usefulness of the fortifications upon the 
Neck coased, and they were demoUshed by Wash- 
ington's orders. 

In October, 1786, an act was passed by the 
State of Massachusetts to establish a mint for the 
coinage of copper, silver, and gold. A master was 
appointed in May, 1787, and was authorized to 
erect the necessary buildings and to purchase mar 
chinery. The sum of $70,000 in cents and half 
cents was ordered to be struck as soon as possible. 
The works were placed on the Neck near wh^t is 
now Rollins Street, and at Dedham. The copper 
was first taken to Dedham, where it was rolled, 
and then brought back to Boston to be wined. 
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The copper coins ordered began to be issued early 
in 1788, but only a few thousand were ever cir- 
culated because of the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, which limited the right of coinage to 
the general government. 

A characteristic institution of the Neck was the 
gallows, which was first placed on the easterly side 
near the old fortifications. Later it was removed 
to a point not far from the present site of the Con- 
servatory of Music, formerly the St. James Hotel. 
Capital punishment was an open spectacle there 
until the building of the Leverett Street Jail, about 
1822, when, in accordance with the changed views 
in regard to such matters, hangings ceased to be 
public. 

There were brickyards on both sides of Dover 
Street before the Bevolution. These gave em- 
ployment to many poor people during the troubled 
times preceding the Declaration of Independence. 
The scarcity of building stone on the site of old 
Boston gave occasion for the development of this 
early industry. 

As has been already pointed out, t he old So uth 

End included what is now the heart of the busi- 

— - — - ^ . I- • 

nesiB^ part of Boston^ With the growth of the 
town, SeSoufh End has gradually^ changed its 
bnnjdftrjfia^ Its limltii havc moved steadUy south-. 
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ward. Winter Street, and then Boylston Street, 
became the boundary. Drake says that when the 
Boylston Market was built, in 1810, it was consid- 
ered far out of town. Near by, there was a pop- 
ular tavern which had been a customary halting- 
place for country people who came to town with 
their produce. At ^Jater period Dojver Str^fit for 
a time came to be regarded as the dividing line 
between the central part of tibe^ity and the South 
End. 

This last boundary was set because at that point 
had begun the construction of a large ar^_ of 
'* made landT^reclaijiied £rom marshes and flats by 
the^dening of the Neck. " At the March meet- 
ing in 1800," according to Shurtleff, " the question \ 
of laying out the Neck Lands came up, and the 
subject was referred to the selectmen, who reported 
in March, 1801, presenting a plan, in which the! 
land was divided into streets and lots, the streets 
being regular and drawn at right angles ; and to 
introduce variety a large circular place was left to 
be ornamented with trees, which the committee 
said would add to the beauty of the town at large 
and be particularly advantageous to the inhabit- 
ants of this part, the Neck. The * circular place ' 
was called Columbia Square ; and in reality was 
an oval grass plot, bounded by four streets, with 
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Washington Street running through its centre, — 
indeed, the identical territory now included in 
Blackstone and Franklin Squares." The old Co- 
lumbia Square was for many years neglected, and 
was finally in 1849 divided into the two squares of 
the present day. 

When the widening of the Neck began, there 
was only one street, then called. Orange Street, 
running south from Castle Street. The South 
Cove extended from Beach Street, which took its 
name from the fact that it really formed the beach 
of this part of the Cove, to the Boxbury shore. 
The high-water mark of the Cove on the eastern 
side of the Neck followed an irregular line be- 
tween what are now Washiugton Street and Har- 
rison Avenue. On the west was the Back Bay, 
the eastern border of which made a concave curve 
running across the present locations of Tremont 
Street and Shawmut Avenue, from Boylston Street 
to a point near West Dedham Street. 

The first important enterprise fo r JJie enlarge- 
ment of the Hmitsof Boston by making new land 
was the so-called "Front Street Improveiiient." 
The Front Street Company was chartered in 
March, 1804, and was composed mainly of persons 
owning real estate bordering on the water east of 
Washington Street and south of Beach Street. 
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The improvement consisted of the construction of 
a street parallel with Washing^n Street from 
Beach Street as far as the present Dover Street 
Bridge. This street was begun in May, 1804, 
and completed in October, 1805. It was named 
Front Street at first, but in 1841 the name 
was changed to Harrison Avenue, in honor of 
the first President Harrison. Drake says that 
^^a straight avenue, three quarters of a mile in 
length and seventy feet wide, was something un- 
known in Boston before this street was laid 
out." The flats between Harrison Avenue and 
Washington Street were left for the owners to 
fill, and as late as 1830 some of them had not 
been filled. The cost of the improvement was 
about $65,000, and was paid by the owners of the 
land which was inclosed. About nine acres of 
land available for building were added to the area 
of the town. The agreement of the owners to 
build no structure less than ten feet from the street 
was probably the first instance in Boston of a 
restriction upon real estate that had in view the 
symmetry and general appearance of a street lined 
with buildings. 

The great impetus to die improvement of the 
South End came in 1833, when the South Cove 
Company was incorporated with a subscribed 
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capital of $414,500, divided into five hundred 
shares. It was^ormed as auxiliary to the Boston 
and Worcester Bailroad, to give terminal and yard 
facilities. The railroad agreed to buy a large 
amount of land, and to establish and maintain its 
terminals thereon forever. The South Cove Com- 
pany at first bought two million three hundred 
and seventy-five thousand feet of the flats, at 
twelve cents a foot. By 1836 it had purchased 
about seventy-three acres and had invested over 
$300,000. Material for the filling was brought 
chiefly in boate from the company's gravel pits in 
Boxbury and Dorchester, though a part was ob- 
tained in Brighton and transported by the rail- 
road. The filling was completed in November, 
1839, and in six years seventy -three acres had 
been added to the area of the city. 

The enterprise was finally a financial success, 
but it saw some dark days, especially in the crisis 
of 1837. The company had also begun the con- 
struction of the United States Hotel, on Beach 
Street, and this undertaking very nearly wrecked 
the whole enterprise. The hotel was, when built, 
the largest in the country. The agent of the 
South Cove Company, at that time, cited as a 
sign of hope the fact that ^^ the Worcester Rail- 
road now transports about one hundred passengers 
daUy." 
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The expansion of the South End began in 1805, 
and was not completed nntit tjie' end of the aixties. 
The Front Street Company and the South Cove 
Company together filled the area from about 
Beach Street to Dover Street, where the town 
ownership began. The two companies realized 
about eighty acres. The remaining portion of the 
work was done by the town. The town filled its 
lands by contract, the material being taken by 
excavation from Fort Point Channel, the South 
Bay, and the gravel bank neai Willow Court, 
Dorchester, as well as from gravel pits at a some- 
what greater distance. 

The widening of the Neck on the western side \ 
was accomplished as a part of the changes which \ 
finally resulted in the creation of the present Back i 
Bay quarter as the chief residential district of the ' 
city. In 1814 the Boston and Eoxbury Mill Cor^ ' 
poration had been chartered, and given authority 
to build " a dam from Beacon Street at Charles to 
the town of Brookline (Imown as tiie Mill Dam 
and identical with the present line of Beacon 
Street), as well as a cross dam from the main 
dam " (on the site of Parker Street, east of the 
present Brookline Avenue). The company was 
authorized "to confine the tide within this area 
and the South Bay, and given perpetual fiowt^e 
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rights over these lands, as well as to build and 
operate mills by the water power obtained from 
the confinement of flood -tide water within the 
basin, and its discharge into a so-called empty 
basin drained at ebb tide." The company was 
further given power to make a roadway of each 
dam and levy tolls for their use. The original 
plan was to use as the full or flood basin the whole 
of the Back Bay, which then extended from the 
foot of the Common to the Brookline Hills, and at 
high tide to the Neck, The Neck was to be cut 
through so as to connect the Back Bay and the 
South Bay; and the South Bay, dammed in at 
the present Dover Street Bridge for the purpose of 
excluding the tide, was to serve as the empty basin 
of the system. This particukr right was never 
made use of, either because of opposition to the 
building of a canal through the Neck, or from 
doubt as to the financial results of such an under- 
taking. The mill dam was finished in the early 
summer of 1821. Mills were soon erected to make 
use of the water power. 

Nothing was further from the plans of the ori- 
ginators of the enterprise than the reclaiming of 
the basin for building purposes. A succession 
of events brought about this unlooked-for result. 
In 1831 the Boston and Providence and the Bos- 
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ton and Worcester railroads were chartered, and 
their routes were projected through this territory. 
In 1832 the property of the original company was 
divided. A new company, the Boston Water ^ 
Power Company, took possession of the mills, th< 
entire water power, and all lands south of the mi 
dam; while the old company retained the roi 
and all property north of the dam. The building' 
of the two railroads through the basins injured 
considerably the value of the grants made ; and in 
addition concessions were forced from the com- 
panies by owners of adjoining property. The 
final stroke, however, came from the City, which 
in 1849 '* declared the condition of the Back Bay 
a public nuisance." Thus the filling of the whole 
space became inevitable for sanitary reasons. A 
State committee was appointed, and in 1852 re- 
commended that the water-power interests and 
mill business be abandoned, and the property be 
used for land purposes. After many delays and 
much conflict among the parties interested, the 
basins were filled, and about five hundred acres 
of valuable land added to the area of the city. 

The development of the present South End by 
changing a narrow isthmus into an extensive dis- 
trict of made land is indicated by noting the suc- 
cessive steps in the creation of the more important 
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streets and squares. As has been pointed out, 
there was originally only one highway over the 
Neck. In 1788 this received the name of Wash- 
ington Street horn the Roxbury line to the for- 
tifications. In 1824 the name was extended to 
include the present street of the name as far as 
Dock Square. Harrison Avenue was the first of 
the streets made by filling. Albany Street, the 
second great thoroughfare east of Washington 
Street, was projected in 1839 by the South Cove 
Corporation southward from Beach Street, but 
not until 1868 did it reach Northampton Street. 
Of the streets on the west of Washington, the 
present Shawmut Avenue was first named Suffolk 
Street, and extended only from West Castle 
Street to Dover Street. This portion was made 
in 1886-37. It was extended from Dover Street 
to the Roxbury line in 1849, and through to Tre- 
mont Street in 1870. Tremont Street to a point 
near Pleasant Street was included in original 
Boston, and passed under various names during 
colonial and provincial times. From Frog Lane, 
now Boylston Street, to the comer of the present 
Common Street, it was in the last century succes- 
sively named Clough Street, Holyoke Street, and 
Nassau Street. In 1824 the whole thoroughfare 
from Pemberton Hill to Washington Street was 
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called Common Street, including in its course the 
present short cross street of that name. A little 
later it was altered near the junction of Pleasant 
Street so as no longer to reach through to Wash- 
ington Street, but was extended from Pleasant 
Street out to the Roxbury line. It was not until 
near the middle of the present century that the 
present name was given to the entire street begin- 
ning from Scollay Square. Columbus Avenue, 
the third street running north and south, west of 
Washington Street, is almost entirely on made 
land from Park Square to Northampton Street, 
and was built between 1868 and 1871. 

Of ihe many streets now crossing Washington 
Street from east to west, none existed until 1804, 
when a street was laid out from Orange Street to 
the South Bridge on Front Street, now Harrison 
Avenue. In 1834 this street was extended to 
Tremont Street and named Dover Street. Most 
of the cross streets south of Dover as far as the 
present Massachusetts Avenue, were laid out in 
the decade &om 1826 to 1836, the impulse during 
these years undoubtedly coming from the activity 
of the South Cove Company. Many changes were 
made in them during the years from 1845 to 1865, 
along with the growth of this part of the city. 
Since 1870 hardly any change has occurred even 
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g in the names. The work of laying out streets 
since then suggests a section well occupied and 

. undergoing only the occasional transformation due 

^ to the shifting of population. 

The changes which have taken place in the 
South End during the past sixty years are very 
vividly suggested by a story told by Shurtleff 
about the sale of some lots situated between the 
present Shawmut Avenue and Tremont Street. 
On a rainy day in November, 1880, a literary gen- 
tleman, a resident of Boxbury, was taking his 
usual ride to his counio^ homrwhen his a Jntion 
was attracted, a short distance north of the Box- 
bury line, by a group of people clustered around 
a well known auctioneer of the time. Stopping 
to investigate, he found that a land sale was going 
on, and joining in the bidding he became the pur- 
chaser of a little over three and three quarters 
acres of marsh land for $269.80, ^^ or a little over 
one and one half mills per square foot, for land 
now assessed at $1.50 per square foot, or about 
one thousand times its then cost." . • • Another 
writer,^ referring to conditions in 1843, says : 
" South of Dover Street there were a few houses 
only. Tremont Street was a mere road, raised but 
little above the marsh, and for most of the way 

^ Dr. Benjamin Gotting, Personal BeminUcences, ^ 
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with only one house on it. It was lighted as other 
roads were, with oil lamps, few and far between ; 
and the lighting of 'the Neck' with gas, years 
later, was a notable event." An old conimdram 
belongs to these days when the Neck still retained 
some of the characteristics of a narrow isthmus 
connecting Boston with the mainland. It was as 
follows : — '^ Why is the Roxbury omnibus like a 
lady's shawl ? Because it goes over the Neck and 
back." 

A century ago the residence section par excels 
lence of Boston was at the North End ; as well as 
upon or near Beacon Hill, where many of the old 
families have always remained. Soon there began 
to be a tendency away &om the North End toward 
the Fort Hill and Pearl Street district. " Fifty 
years gone by," says Drake, writing i(i 1872, 
'^ Summer Street was, beyond dispute, the most 
beautiful avenue in Boston." There stood the 
gardens or mansions of the old merchants or 
statesmen, some of whose estates included orchards 
and pasture land. 

About the middle of the century, when business 
began to encroach upon this neighborhood, there 
was considerable uncertainty about the probable 
location of a new residential section. Some pre- 
dicted that South Boston would become the fash- 
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ionable part of the city. A writer in the Boston 
ALnanac for 1853 declared that ^' South Boston 
from present appearances is predestined to be the 
magnificent section of the city in respect to costly 
residences, fashionable society, and the influence 
of wealth." The same article stated that there 
was a ^^ process going on at the south part of the 
city, of raising the streets and squares, by bringing 
gravel from the country, that is destined to mod- 
ify a large tract of ground, in its general appear- 
ance. The land thus raised is of a far higher 
quality for building lots than such as has been ele- 
vated to a proper level by salt marsh mud." 

This last fact, coupled with the development of 
the street railroad at the opportune moment, de- 
termined the location of the new residential sec- 
tion of the period from 1855 to 1870 at the South 
End. The Metropolitan Sailroad procured its 
charter in 1853, and opened its line from Scollay 
Square to the South End and Boxbury late in 
1856. 

For the next fifteen years, ^e South End w as 
the growing and popular j^uarter of the pity. 
Street flft^r qjirf fit was bi"^*^ vp v^^^ ^^^^ ^^ the 
"swell-front" brick houses^ whieL are still the 
dominant feature of the architeatur^ of die dis- 
trict. Union Park and Chester Park, Franklin, 
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Worcester, and Rutland Squares, with many in-] 
tervening streets, were the chosen homes of the 
prosperous. 

About 1870 the filling of land in the present 
Back Bay region led to the beginning of the 

fyonaffip r\£ \}}^ Y»^i(\^f^J^^\^] /l^afr^inf from the South 

End, to tbat"Saotioa> This transfer was possibly 
hastened somewhat by the encroachment of busi- 
ness, just as the earlier emigration from the Fort 
Hill district to the South End had been. The 
change, once begun, went on with increasing rapid- 
ity as more land became available, and as fashion 
pointed more and more definitely in that direction. 
The South End now stands deprived of all the 
p igments w MCll fr posg^sged lift ItB ijrtg!itei* liays. 
The profound social change'wmcn has come over 
it has made the streets on either side of Dover 
Street practically identical in character; so that 
the term South End now reaches back in its appli- 
cation almost to the old boundary at Boylstoa 
Street. 

Th e histor y of the South End is almost devoid 
of dramatic 
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are few old houses, few relica of JSoston's. early and 
heroic past, l^wh^^^j «° ^^ ^^^ ^ortih 7^-" jj Jl Ihf 
poxeztgzLlighti^ed by bits of color^ drawn from his-^ 
toric,flurvivaIs^ram..rn]nnia1 anH pravinciaLdays. 
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Stndenta of old Boston have found Utile in tlie 
district that is of any significance. Not much has 
therefore been written about it, and any account 
of it most necessarily be lacking in the elements 
of interest which are found in the landmarkE of 
the original Puritan town. 
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JJAP ILLVSTRATING TUE N'ATL'BE OF THE 
XAND AND VABIOIS TYPES OF BCILDINCS 

IN A PART OF THE SOUTH END BOSTON 




CHAPTER m 

POPULATION 

AccoBDiNO to the State census of 1895 the sec- 
tion of the South End with which this volume 
particularly has to do contains 4 0^06 inhabitants. 

ment_ houses. The residential.4>prtion of the dis- 
trict includes only about three Quarters of the 
street space ; the remainder is practically eiven 

frontage one half is taken up by tenement houses 
and about one eighth by apartment houses. The 
remaining fraction is given over to lodging houses. 

TheJod^j^S'fe^^^s® J^®ff?^ ^ ^°® ^^ *^® 

dintipntivfl markfi nf thr fiTTuth End, is a natural 

r esult of the ch anges which have^occ^35^JaL.jBlfit^ 

^pul;ation. THa Jft^ging hniifl^, flwl m any of the 

tenement.houses also^ were the private residences , 
that were owned and occupied by prosperous t 
American families* As the character of the pop- \ 
ulation changed, and the wealthy people left the | 
South End, their old residences, which were much / 
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too fine to be used as single dwellings for the 
poorer classes and not suitable for apartments, 
were almost of necessity turned into lodging 
houses. Later, as the houses became old or the 
neighborhood unattractive, they underwent a sec- 4 

ond transformation by being broken up into very 
inconvenient tenements. It being possible in this 
form to rent the houses in sections, they endure 
to a prolonged if not a useful old age. 

The northern part of this district, around Hud- 
son and Tyler Streets, contains the oldest of these 
houses, and consequently those which have passed f 

through all the stages. The houses here are brick \ 

buildings from three to four stories in height, i 

whose imposing exteriors in no way suggest the ^ 

transformation which has taken place within. { 

Some of the tenements are almost grotesque in I 

their appearance, especially those on the first floor. 
Eor instance, in a tenement on Albany Street the 
kitchen and principal bedroom are connected with 
large sliding doors. The woodwork in both rooms 
is painted white. Centre pieces for chandeliers 
are noticeable upon the ceilings. The marble 
mantel which surrounds an imitation fireplace 
contrasts oddly enough with the small cook-stove 
beneath it. 

The houses of this class in the southern part of 
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the district are larger and finer in appearance, and 
very few have been changed into tenement houses. 
This is the chief lodging-house section. A few 
scattered houses are still retained by the original 
owners for their exclusive use. The majority of 
families with houses to themselves are tenants, and 
even though they have no idea of keeping a lodg- 
ing house, usually let some extra room to friends 
to ^^ help out with the rent," thus doing their share 
in making the custom of sub-letting quite general. 
The lodger is by no means confined to the lodging 
house proper or to the private house, but fills up 
the extra room or two of the ai)artment or forces 
an entrance into the already overcrowded tene- 
ment. Hence lodgers are likely to be found in 
dwellings of aU kinds : from an immense lodging 
house containing thirty rooms, which stands in the 
southern part of the district, to a little tumble- 
down tenement of three rooms in the northern 
part. This tenement was occupied by a woman 
with three children. Finding the third room su- 
perfluous, she sublet it to a man and his three 
children for a sleeping-apartment, — although the 
room is dark, having no outside window, and is 
not over eight feet square. 

Not iTW^f tihn taneanmt hnnmini hj ^Jjj jmi^^T^ff j 
originated from private houses. Some of the 
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smaller streets '^^^j^^UfgELJiOTtft^" h^^^°^ftjy^''^^ 
werSBpjSrently designed for teneme nts; a nd on 
a iew'oFtLe streets rows of tall tenement struc- 
tures have been built. Some of the apartment 
houses are also really nothing more than tene- 
ment houses. 

This variety in the matter of dwellings is 
equaled if not surpassed by. the variety of the 
inhabitants, lliis South End, which once rose 
out of the water, as it were, to become a refuge 
for the older American families, h^asju2sJ)^me 
a common resort for all nationalities. The schools 
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reflect the situation! IntheTranltlin School every 
European country except Greece is represented; 
and in the Quincy School even this deficiency is 
made up. In tJiis wide variely, however, a com- 
paratively^mall number of nationalities makes up 
the greater part ofthe*TWpuia;t!uiir "*'The ' IrtsH, 
Jews, British Americans, Americans, and Negroes 
are its chieT'cohslifiientsj but the English, Ger- 
mans, Scotch, French, Swedes, Norwegians, Ital- 
ians, Greeks, Armenians, Austrians, and a few 
other nationalities, are represented, though in con- 
siderably smaller numbers. And if we add to 
these Chinatown and the Syrian settlement in Oli- 
ver Place, both on the outskirts of the district, 
we supply an appropriate finishing touch to the 
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gronp, — a popolation as compUcated as it is in- 

The public schools may be taken as a fair index 
of the distribution of the population, although the 
British Americans and several of the less impor- 
tant nationalities are not proportionately repre- 
sented by the children. The parentage of the 
685 children in the Franklin School shows that 
200 are Irish, 170 are Americans, 121 Jews, 61 
colored, 9 Germans, and 124 are of other nation- 
alities. In the Wait School on Shawmut Ave- 
nue 241 out of 426 scholars are Jews ; of the 
remainder, 58 are American, 55 Irish, 18 colored, 
17 German, the rest of other nationalities. It is 
interesting to note that five years ago there were 
not more than ten or fifteen per cent of Jews in 
this school, where now there are over fifty per 
cent. In the Quincy School about one third are 
Americans, one third Irish, and one fifth Jews. 
The Jews and the Irish have the largest families, 
and hence are best represented in the schools. 
The people from the British Provinces, the Ital- 
ians, Greeks, and Armenians are to a large extent 
unmarried. 

However cosmopolitan the Soi^iiJi^JBndmay be, it 
is not so strikingly foreign in its population as the 
North End is. South End people have to some 
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extent at least become toned down and adapted 
to their environment through the influence~<S a 
longer TPflJdlftBff in tih^° country or aTSloser^cbntact 
with American institutions. At the TTorfli End 
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the immigrant has remained foreign because isolar 
tion is possible there. His associates are his own 
countrymen. His neighbors are immigrants from 
other countries. He does not become American 
for the simple reason that the North End is not 
American. It is Italian, Jewish, Irish, or Portu- 
guese ; and naturally the mere contiguity of these 
several elements, with the least possible association 
among them, has not produced an American type. 
I n the So uth. ^j^|j[Jt^,^,jj;^^^^ ^^ ^yp^jJation^Ms 
advanced a. step. Although there is still a ten- 
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dency for the nationalities to group themselves,^ 
ex£en3eTlsolaijpni8noTo]^^ 
a more permanent tone to the life. The older 
immigrants have settled do¥m m their American 
homes, and their children know no other. The 
sifting of the competent from the incompetent is 
still taking place, but future progress for the most 
part must be made by the children. While the 
newly arrived immigrant manifests a certain de- 
gree of energy, the chief ambition in a district 
like this is merely to keep from falling in the 
social scale ; and the exertion put forth is often all 
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too small to accomplish it. The problem at the 
North End is the problem of immigration, to be 
solved at the ports of the United States. The 
problem at the South End is the internal social 
problem. 

T he popu lation of this district has been and still 
is predomin 



Jriyh, although t he Jewish popu- 
lation is becomi ng a very impo rtant factor. There 
are not less than 6300 Irish of the first generation 
in the district, while the Jews that were bom 
abroad number about 2700. The Irish have, until 
recent years, occupied nearly all of the tenement- 
house neighborhoods ; and they have so far with- 
stood the advance of other nationalities that they 
now at least share the tenement district with them. 
Some Irish are found on nearly every tenement 
street, and parts of the district are stiU solidly 
Irish. 

The Irish are mainly inunigrante of Jhe jGbrst and 

secOTLd^neratiofta. Th^ are on the whole jcif ing 
in i:!^^ anpia,) aAalf^^ ^hft sccoud generation making 

a better showing than the preceding one ; yet in- 
stances of deterioration are not infrequent. In 
certain localities the second generation tends to 
yield to the influences of idleness and evil sur- 
roundings. This double change, which is con- 
stantly going on in society, is very noticeable 
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among the Irish people. As compared with the 
Jews, they seem like a people without ancestry. 
Each &:eneration stands in its own stren&iih. Thus 
with L Irish people enviromnent becomes of vil^ 
importance. Its influence upon them is not merely 
physical but moral as well. With the Jews, this 
is not true to the same degree. They have inher- 
ited a wonderful amount of moral stren£i;h ; they 
are rather careless about the environment which 
they ma^e lor themselves, audits effect upon them 
is largely of an sesthetic rather than a xnox^ na- 
ture^; The Better class of Irish, particularly in the 
second generation, show many admirable traits. 
They are ambitious, imitative, and quick-witted. 
The majority of the Irish, however, have not yet 
revealed such progressive characteristics. 

The,iTfiwfl, Npgmflfl, and Ttalii^psLar^ jthe^aiost 
inclined to form groiipa.%^themaeJYea»4;uu:flyirom 
necessity and partly^^ojjniibti from rhtfigf^ The 
Jews have occupied a part of the Pleasant Street 
neighborhood for forty or fifty years. Many of 
them in that locality are German. About fifteen 
years ago they began to take possession of the New 
York streets ; ^ and now all these streets, except 
Troy, together with that part of Harrison Avenue 

^ Troy, Rochester, G^Desee, Oswego, Oneida, and Seneoa Streets 
are commonly known as the New York streets. 



POPULATION 41 

near them, are pretty mudi in the hanib of Roa- 
^n and PoUsh Jews. Witbin the last few years 
the chjsing by the police of a large number of low 
resorts in the centre of this district has opened the 
way for another large accession of Jews. Tbei 
Jew is merely waiting his opportunity. He cares I 
neith er for the repntatioa of thejtreet nor the) 
standing of hia neighbors j^ hence those streets I 
which were formerly of a bad character are nowj 
largely Jewish streets. We find the Jews also as 
neighbors of the Negroes, although they have no 
intercourse with them. In a few cases, Jews and 
Negroes occupy the same house. 

It is remarkable how rapidly the Jewish popa- 
latton has increased within the last few years. 
They are now working into the upper part of Har- 
rison Avenue and into Union Park Street. The 
better class of Irish families, on the other band, 
are retreating toward Boxbury or, in some cases, 
crossing over to South Boston. 

The Jews are already numerous among the cli- 
entele of our philanthropic institutions, not omit- 
ting those which are religious in character. They 
receive with pleasure everything which is offered, 
except the religious teaching. To this they seem 
to be entirely indifferent. " I don't care what you 
teach my children at yonr Sunday-school," smd one 
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Jewish woman. ^^ It won't make any difference 
with them." And, indeed, it does not. It seems 
to roll off them without making the slightest im- 
pression. Onft }icmv a w^<3>|c jn a Sunday-school 
4'" does not comp^coiiLite .influence with the careful 
instruction th.fj rsfltiTt in^.th^ir homes ^rom the 
parent a^d the rabbi. ^ ^ ^^--^-— 

The Jews associate little with other nationali- 
ties'rprmcipally from the choice of _l^^othgj,ft^ 
tionaHties.' They live as much as possible in 
houses which they own, and a im to be entirely 
independent of others. There is a noticeajble 

.,~ . ■■ • — —Mill I, ^^ ^ 

spirit, of cooperation among them. They start an 
unfoHunaEe^rdtfiGl' 'lu busiuesfl, and in every way 
they seek the success of one another. 

The occupation^of ^thaJlaTE: is. the reality of his 
life. He enters it heart and soul, and wits also. 
He has an ever present purpose, for the accom- 
plishment of which he sacrifices much. His real 
success comes from the intensity of this purpose. 
In this respect the Jews contrast strongly with the 
Irish. The Irish are easy-going, jovial folk, who 
require a strong external support to make them 
succeed. This contrast is forcibly shown by the 
difference in the patronage of the saloons by the 
two nationalities. The Irish are apt to make their 
occupation a secondary matter. They remain idle 
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if no man hires them ; but not so the Jew. If he 

can get no regular employment, it is possible to 

gather rags and junk, and sell them. This done, 

he goes home and rejoices with his family in the 

fact that he has made twenty cents, whereas the 

previous day brought nothing. The Jew has a 

surprising power of endurance. If employed under 

a hard ma^i^he still works on under conditions. 

which would drive the Irishman to drink and the/ 

American to suicide, untafinaUy he sees an oppo^ 

tunity to improve his condition. Surely the mod- / (^ 

em Jew must have been the ^^ economic man" 

upon which the '^ dismal science " was founded. 

Through its Jewish inhabitants, nevertheless, the 
S outh End ha s gained some advantages. One of 
these is in its ind£^^ and another is in its n^prals. 




^Whatever may \)e the external condition of the 
Jews, morally they are clean. Seeing that they 
are as moral as they are, however, it is unfortu- 
nate that they are not more so. The generosity,] 
the warm-heartedness, and the good fellowship of* 
the Irish again make a strong contrast with Jew- 
ish traits. We cannot dissociate the Jew from his 
trade, and he lacks those qualities which are most 
esteemed by his fellows. Morally without gen- 
erosity is not likely to be admired, particularly in 
the South End. 
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The Negroes form two good-sized groups in 
this part of the city, — one in the Bradford Street 
neighborhood and the other about Porter and 
Kirkland Streets. The Negroes began to come 
into the <liRj:rj [gt gpftg^ ^fjgrjjift warj and have UYed 
in these str eets ever since. Many of the older 
ones were_slay.ga^^iLnd--ard entirely uneduca^. 
Nearly all the Negroes are from the South, al- 
though there are a few Nova Scotians and Cubans 
among them. These people exhibit nearly all 
grades of refinement and morality. Some of them 
Jbaye theri^Bnct^f gentlemen. Such deplore the 
behavioroLthei^ less thoughtful fellows, and, while 
sensitive to the insults which they so often have to 
bear, they have resolved to live them down through 
patience and endurance. Tbeja^imlify^uiSSSSr, 

loud and-eeagse, xflieftling .mttch. mare olJjbte ,.api- 

) mal qualities than of the spiritual. Yet even they 

are good-natured and obliging people, and are 

often, of course, very religious in their crude way. 

There is a degraded class of Negroes which, 

1 i\ through its unfortunate prominence, seriously in- 

.V I ^'ures the reputation of the whole. These are not 

r^^ ^^k"- 4." only coarse and vulgar, but idle, vicious, and im- 

'\ . < "* moral. They are extremely loose in their marriage 

I tr.''* "^ relations. Desertions are quite frequent; but they 
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are probably not so frequent as they would be if 
the women did not contribute a large part of the 
support of the family. The women seem to be, 
on the whole, unconcerned over these desertions. 
Sometimes a woman will take such treatment as a 
sort of insult and assume an injured air; more 
often she is relieved at being ^^rid of him." These 
Negroes spend a great deal of time in drinking 
and quarreling ; and the Kirkland Street district 
is visited frequently by the patrol wagon. In fact, 
this neighborhood is one of the worst in the South 
End, if not in the whole city. Id leness is o f 
course largely responsible f or thi s s tate of things. 
The Negroesln genexal encounter unusual difficul- 
ties in securing employment. They seem to be 
forced into some sort of personal service, for which 
"^ they are an wpII ({hii^A ? but this fails to supply 
^ work for all. If it were not for the Dinahs who, 
as they say, '' does washin's and ironin's," many 
families would be destitute. 

A few Italians live in the South End, who ap- 
parenuy have no connection with the North End 
colony. Some of them have lived here ten or 
twelve years. There are perhaps five hundred 
of them in all, and most of them live on Hudson, 
Genesee, and Oneida Streets. They are Calabri- 
ans and Sicilians. They have three or four gro- 
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eery stores of their own, and ftfM^rn tf> liyfi .flBiitft W r' 

Their"occupation 18 day labor, but tney get little 
work and small , wag esi' 

'tbe Greek s, yrbo in some respeets resemble the 
Italians, are a very friendly and courteous people. 
There are fifty or seventy-five of them in the dis- 

rfict, nearly aU of whom are me n, from fifteen to 
thirty years of age. "Tliyw af6"only a few Greek 
families in the city. Most of the Greeks have 
been in this country from three to twelve years. 

-They^are very patriotic, ready io- hasten to the 
assistance of their country, or give money for her 
support ; yet they are all citizens of this country, 
or on the way to being so, and intend to make this 
country the^ pennanent home. The Greeks of 
this district may be industrially grouped with the 
Jews and Syrians into a petty__Bierchani ^slass ; 
although ^ libweH, where they are quite as nu- 
merous as in Boston, they are employed as factory 
hands. 

The Syrians are nearly a ll j>pf1<^lAra^ if they are 
anything. Some are persistent candidates forchar- 
ity. There are very few of them in the South End 
outside of Oliver Place. Next to the Chinese, who 
can never be in any real sense American, they are 
the D^ostioieign ^^3?^ ^^^ fi\r^\^aTa Whether 
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on iihe street in their oriental costumes, or in 
their rooms gathered about the Turkish pipe, they 
are always apart from us. They are hospitable 
in their homes, but they are also deceitful; and 
out of all the nationalities they w^ld be distin- 
guished for nothing whatever excepting as curi- 
osities. 

About seventy Chinamen are scattered through-^ 
out the district following their accustomed occupa- 
tion of laundering. Just beyond the inner border 
of the district, at the lower end of Harrison Ave- 
nue, is the central Chinese colony of the city ; and 
here trading is an important occupation. The 
launderers being more isolated and frequently in 
rather hostile surroundings, do not develop their 
real characteristics as do the inhabitants of Chi- 
natown. Its stores, restaurants, and theatre are 
accessible to the outsider ; but the darker side of 
Chinese life is not so easily penetrated. The hor- 
rors associated with opium smoking are, however, 
kept at the minimum through the constant watch- 
fulness of the police. The Chinaman is perhaps 
most attractive in his capacity of Sunday-school 
scholar, though his responsiveness to missionary 
effort merely reflects his strong desire for some 
knowledge of the vernacular. 

Among the other nationalities of the northern 
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part of the district should be mentioned the one 
hundred aad Jaranty-Jftye Armoiuans who are scat- 
tered throughout the various lodging houses of 
that section. Like the Greeto^ tihie Armenians 
flTft nearly all y^^mg ma^ The greater part of 
them have come to America within the last three 
years as a resnlt of the Turkish atrocities. Not 
all of the Armenian residents in the district are 
permanently settled. The Armenians and Greeks 
learn our language much more readily than the 
ItaHans, partly because their occupations demand 
it more, and partly because they are not so illit- 
erate as the Italians. The section of the city 
around Kueeland and Beach Streets is now a cen- 
tre for the three hundred Armenians in the city. 
Three or four Armenian restaurants in that vicin- 
ity have become their social meeting-place. Most 
if not all of the refugees have by this time found 
employment, some in families, and some in facto- 
ries. Their purpose is to give assistance as soon 
as possible to their relatives in need. 

When we turn from the tenement houses to the " 
lodging houses, we find a marked change in the 
character of the inhabitants. Although there is 
here a great diversity of nationalities, we find a 
much more homogeneous whole. The South End 
lodgers are hard to analyze. They really com- 
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prise those of the working classes who are single, 
with a few married couples who have not yet made 
themselves homes; that is, they stand for the 
large number of unmarried persons who have 
come to Boston from a distance to make their 
fortunes — and have not yet made them. The 
lod ginp; house reveals U } ^ coi^^iderable extent the 
gr eat movement of young people fr om the country 
to the city, and the immigration of unattached 
persons from other countries. Almost as many 
nationalities are included among the lodgers as are 
found in the district, yet the be tter lodgi jagJbouses 
are fiUed principaUy with Americans and British 
Americans, and a lesser number of English and 
Irish. The lodgers are not really characterized by 
iiatioftalily* however, tut ratlier by their mode of 
life; for the stamp of the lodging house BnaHy 
overshadows that of nationality. 

The Bri tish A mericans are principally from the 
Maritime Provinces. Not including a few French 
Canadians they number 3500. They are Scotch 
and Scotch-Irish, with a few English among them. 
Nova Scotia sends the greatest number, and New 
Brunswick the next. Others come from Prince 
Edward's Island and Newfoundland. The Nova 
Scotians seem to be the most desirable.^ They are 
of fair injbelligence^N^d very industrious. The 
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people from Prince Edward's Isl^id, on the other 
hand, are quite likely to be illj ;h6'ate and are gen- 
erally of a somewbtft' rnieriorl^pe. The men from 
the Provinces are uuuallj uftrKs and artisans, but 
they do not represent much skill. Many of them 
reside here only during a part of the year, and do 
not spend their money here. A greater number 
of women than men come from the Provinces, but 
they enter domestic service so generally that prob- 
ably fewer of them are found in the lodging houses 
than of the men. 

The Americans in the lodging houses are young 
men from axe country, prindpLy from noLr^ 
rfew England. The youth comes to Boston in 
search of krger opportunities and a broader life 
than the country affords. He finds hard work and 
small pay. Poor food in a cheap boarding house, 
and a cheerless room, together take most of his 
wages. His associates are often coarse, his amuse- 
ments few, his home comforts merely those which 
he 6an himself provide. He sees life in its bald 
reality, and soon becomes acquainted with the 
vices of a great city. The lodging houses them- 
selves are the homes of the queer and questionable 
of every shade. The life of the lodger is at best 
an uninviting and monotonous one ; he is fortu- 
nate if it is not an evil oneT^ TTKeTmembers 5f a 



POPULATION 61 

few of the nationalities lodge with persons from 
their own country ; but in the maj ority of case s 
lod^ng-house groups ar^ not .according to national 
lines. Business prspqial interests more f reg[uently 
determine such companionship. 

From these people who live in single dreariness, 
it is a relief to turn to those who love home life, 
like the Germans and the Scotch. These nation- 
alities are not largely represented in the South 
End. The German element is a little larger than 
the Scotch, which" fiumhers only about four hun- 
dred. Both are industrious folk and make good 
citizens. Formerly, Germans were found here in 
greater numbers than they are now. The bulk of 
them are in a colony in Boxbury, where they are 
employed in the breweries. Such as remain are 
bakers, small storekeepers, or artisans. Most of 
them are clustered together in a little neighbor- 
hood which is a religious and social centre for 
many Germans throughout the city. They stand 
at the edge of the middle class. There are none 
of the very poor among them. 

There are more English in the district than one 
would at first imagine, — about one thousand in 
all, — but they are not conspicuous among the 
mass. They form a rather naore^sUUed class of 
workmen than those who come from the Provinces. 
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They are of course easily assimilatedy and they 
would soon become indistinguishable among the 
Americans themselves if it were not that they are 
rather loath to lose their English character. 
Of Americans there are really three types in 

' the district. Besides the lodging-house class, there 
are those who have had a successful life in the 
South End, but retain their homes from choice ; 
and the class of retrograding Americans, those who 
through incompetency or misfortune are slowly 
drifting downward. Neither of these classes is 

^very large, but together they represent all that is 
left of the ^^ old American " population. 

The s ettlement and ffl^wth of this district took 
place jQrinfJirg.lly,during tht first half nf thfl pre- 
sent^cgixtui^ During the second half has oc- 
curred the transformation in the character of the 
inhabitants. In 1825 the district contained about 
8000 inhabitants, having increased 83 per cent in 
five years. This was a period of marked devel- 
opment for the whole city. By 1840 the popula- 
tion had become 14,152. From 1840 to 1845 was 
another period of very rapid growth. The local 
population increased to 21,924, a gain of 76 per 
cent, while the population of the city as a whole 
increased but 34 per cent in the same time. Only 
4783 inhabitants were then reported as living 
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south of Dover Street.^ The section north of 
Pleasant Street showed the greatest gain, having 
increased 88.8 per cent, a large part of this being 
due, according to Mr. Shattuck, to the increase in 
the foreign population. The South Cove was set- 
tled during that period, and added its quota to the 
growing number of inhabitants. 

The population of the district at this time was 
mainly American ; the foreign element, that is, 
the foreign bom and their chUdren, comprising 
only 29 per cent of the whole. The American 
population was not, however, composed principally 
of native Bostonians, but of Americans bom in 
other parts of the United States. This class 
amounted to 41 per cent of the whole, — which 
was about the same proportion as existed in the 
city at large, and is a much larger proportion than 
is found in the city at the present time. 

Nearly all of the foreign population was located 
in the northern part of the district; the section 
south of Dover Street was still not thickly settled. 
It is related that in 1849 an Irishman who estab- 
lished himself on Brookline Street in the good 
old Irish way, keeping a pig and chickens in his 
little yard, was such a novelty in the neighborhood 

^ See ihe oensas of Boston taken in 1845 by Mr. Lemuel 
Shattuck. 
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that the school children used to make a pastime of 
^^ going to see the Irishman." A few years after 
this, however, ^^ seeing an Irishman" became no 
longer a pastime, and the Americans became anx- 
ious to take their recreation in some other way. 
The large Irish immigration into Boston f oUow- 



ing the TriSb famine of 18i6 caused a general 
jredistribution of the population. The Irish filled 
/ up the South Cove and Fort Hill neighborhoods, 
/ and the American inhabitants of these sections 
I began to take refuge in the West End and par- 
l tioularly in the new houses at the South End. 
Since 1845 the increase in numbers has been con- 
fined to the southern part of the district, for the 
section north of Pleasant Street contained an even 
greater number of inhabitants then than now. 
The growth of the foreign elements in the south- 
em section has been gradual but persistent. 

In 1855 there were about 8000 foreigners in the 
district, two thirds of whom were Irish. The Grer- 
man element, a part of which were Jews, was the 
next largest. There were about 1100 of them, 
forming the largest proportion of Germans that 
the district has ever contained. There was a scat- 
tering number of English and British Americans. 
Other foreign nationalities were represented in 
very small numbers. 
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Since this time the Irish have not increased so 
rapidly as other nationalities, although the level- 
ing of Fort Hill in 1867 turned a considerable 
number of them into the South End. After the 
streets of the Back Bay were opened and the social 
decline of the South End began, the change of 
private residences into lodging houses was accom- 
panied by an increase in the proportion of certain 
nationalities, especially the British Americans. 
By 1870 the British Americans had become the 
second largest of the foreign nationalities, which 
position they continue to hold. Americans that 
are not natives of Boston have increased steadily 
in numbers, Tmt their- r e la t i v e pr o p ortion has di- 
minished^ owing to the more rapid increase of the 
foreign elements. In 1875 this class and the for- 
eign bom represented each about one third of the 
population. In 1895 of the persons bom outside 
of Boston native Americans comprise about one 
fourth of the local inhabitants, and the foreign 
bom about five twelfths. 

The actual native or foreign character of the 
district, however, is more closely come at through 
the returns for " parent nativity," * which associate 
each person with his racial identity rather than his 

1 Famished in special detail from the State census for 1895 by 
the Massachuietts Bureau of StatisticM of Labor. 
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birthplace. Estimates based on these show that 
there are 5770 persons whose parents were bom 
in Massachusetts, and 6283 whose parents were 
natives of other parts of the United States ; mak- 
ing the entire element that has been American for 
at least two generations thirfy per cent ^thej>op- 
ulation. Of the foreign factors, the Irish — first 
and second generation — alone form thirty-two per 
cent of the inhabitants. The number of Britis h 
A mericans is not materially changed by reckoning 
the parent nativity. They constitute abqut nine 
p er cent of all. Combining the Russian and Polish 
totals and adding one half of the German element 
as the probable share of Jews of that nationality, 
we have over eleven per cent as the Jewish pro- 
portion. The British^haye ^ygarly six per cent. 
The Italians and all the Grermans constitute but 
1.7 per cent and 2.5 per >^ent respectively; the 
Itdians being on the increase in the district and 
the Grermans not. Austrians, French, and Swedes 
have the lead in the varied remainder. 

The m ost notice able change of population after 
the district became thickly Jiettled was in the de- 
crease of the American inhabitants as the older 
foreign elements increased. - the Irish. Germans, 
aQd..Sntia]L..^iaeEi(Ban8. The proportion which 
the Americans bear to the total population has 
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diminislied forty-one per cent since 1846. The 
American falling off etiU continues, but the in- 
crease of the Irish and Germans is now confined 
principally to the second generation. Only one 
half of these elements is now composed of persons 
bom abroad. Additions to the number of the for- 
eign bom have taken place of late chiefly among - 
the BoBsian and Polish Jews and the Italians. 
The increase of these nationalities during the last 
few years makes it probable that the Irish, eren ' 
including the second generation, will not long 
muntain their familiar predominance in the South 
End. 



CHAPTER IV 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Db. Holmes has said that the training of a 
child begins with its grandparents ; and it is no 
less true that the sanitary conditions of a given 
locaUty, krgely determining the physical, mental, 
and rn^ral lend among L inhTbitanl.; are 2 
pendeiy; to a great extent upon a state of things 
\produced by the action of preceding generations. 
Setting aside any consideration of the soil or the 
climate of the South End in so far as they are 
the work of nature, one meets certain conditions 
of earth and air, entirely of man's making, which 
bear strongly upon this subject. 

/ It has been shown that by far the greater part v/ 

/ of this ^strict consists of land reclaimed from 

I the sea. From t his fact many difficulties arise in 

Vidraiuage and the erection ql_buildillgSj_ Much of 

the land is thoroughly water-soaked but a few feet 

down, as is often proved in the driving of piles for 

the foimdation of buildings. There was a very 

recent instance of this between Harrison Avenue 
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and Albany Street, where the amount of water that 
was splashed about, as the weight fell, was so great 
as to make it necessary for the workmen to be clad 
in rubber garments. So^Jhoroughly is the soil v 
saturated with water that most of the basements / 
and cellars of the district are very damp, — in J 
many cases they are wet. During a heavy and 
long -continued easterly storm this condition is 
aggravated to such an extent that water actually 
oozes through old walls and floors. To give a 
single experience: in a front basement on the east- 
erly side of Harrison Avenue, a woman was found 
lying iU upon a mattress, which lay upon the 
board floor ; and under the floor the water could 
be heard to swash at every step. The soil through 
which such moisture has percolated is made up of 
no one knows what ; as, in the past, material was 
used for filling that improved methods no longer 
tolerate, — the " dump " being now guarded by 
comparatively stringent regulations. That this is 
not a mere fancy was brought out during the 
recent extensive excavations in constructing the 
subway, when the stench of " made land " was an 
offense to the nostrils, and there was a compar- 
atively large increase in the amount of malarial 
disease in the city. 

Throughout this district many basements with- " 
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V out sub-cellars are nsed by the very poor as dwell- 
ing places. Oixg^or.twq roomsj^ ^kj?2S?.^S2l?^^ 
tion, with little or no di rect sunlight, jYititjKalls 
alwa;^s damp and sometimes^wet, repr^ent to j&ien, 
women, and childreftr77lw>me. A regulation of 
I the Board of Health prohibits the use of a base- 
I ment as a living-room unless more than one half 
/ of the abutting wall is above the adjacent street, 
/ but there is no regulation which requires that the 
walls and floors of basement rooms so used be 
waterproof. If the soil in this district were dry 
and sandy, with an easy natural draina&:e, base- 
ments conforming to J aW regulation might 
be habitable ; but considering the soil conditions 
here present, such basements should certainly not 
be used as dwelling places. 

In former years much trouble was experienced 
all over this district by the backmg up of water 
through the soil pipes, on account of high tides and 
easterly storms, this trouble being aggravated by 
the fact that many sewers opened directly into the 
South Bay. The construction of the intercepting 
sewer and the enforcement of a better system of 
trapping have largely, though not entirely, reme- 
died this evil. It is questionable if the difficulty 
can be entirely remedied. The intercepting sewer 
has, however, been highly successful in one re- 
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spect ; that is, in preventing the pollution of the 
South Bay, which used to be a constant menace 
to health and comfort. 

Observation of this district extended over ten 
years has shown many changes, but left one 
crowning evil deeply impressed upon the mind, 
■— the great overcrowding of buildings upon such 
areas as are not devoted to manufacture or busi- 

ous ways. In one class of oases, the original house 
was built many years ago of either wood or brick. 
It was set well back from the street, had an attrac- 
tive front yard, space on each side and at the 
back ; and was evidently an airy, sunny residence. 
Now it is shut in upon all sides by blocks of 
dwellings, its back yard stolen away, its front 
ywd fiUed up, and its once delightful approach 
being now down several steps and through a dark 
tunnel under a brick block. There sits the old 
house, not only without elbow room, but without 
breathing room ; yet to several families it still 
passes for a home. 

In another instance the overcrowding comes 
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* The tepritory between Dover Street and the railrc:.:' — in- 
cluding about one sixth of the district — ^° more compactly built 
with dwellings than any similar area in the city. It contains 157 
persons to the acre. 
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about in an exactly opposite way. The booses 
were originally built in blocks abutting upon the 
street. They had in the rear a narrow street or 
alley for the delivery of market supplies and the 
gathering up of refuse, entrance to these back 
alleys being afforded by a passageway running in 
from the cross streets. Ells not originally intended 
have in many cases been added to these houses, 
and in almost every case the intersections of alleys 
have been used as a location for new construction, 
since such intersections afford a certain increased 
modicum of light. Moreover, in many places the 
original construction, which consisted mainly of 
three stories above a basement, has been either 
altered into or replaced by a building of from four 
to six stories. This ktter sort of overcrowding 
occurs to a great extent in the South Cove section.^^ 
All over that region there are many places, alleys, 
and courts, in which are the homes of compara- 
tively large numbers of people. So prominent is 
this form of overcrowding in that quarter that in 
many cases addresses are given, not at a certain 
street and number, but in the rear of that number. 
' The lower parts of these courts are always damp, 
especially in those which have an opening toward 
the North. A specific instance may be cited of a 

^ East of Harrison Ayenuei between Broadway and Kneeland 
Street. 
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court opening off Albany Street, whicli has a south- 
em exposure as far as it has any. It is surrounded 
by wooden buildings. The wood throughout the 
lower stories of the buildings is covered with green 
mould and is not dry even in midsummer. Higher 
up, where, the sunlight permeates through, the 
clapboards are comparatively dry, and the damp, 
musty odor less noticeable. 

There remain certain areas in which the over- 
crowding, due partly to both of the tendencies just 
described, is still more marked because in the 
original laying Qpt of thQ town sufficient street 
area was not provided, nor has since been fur- 
nished. Above Dover Street, on both sides of 

aihington Street, this is very evident. That 
this section was ever ^^ laid out " appears improba- 
ble. Alleys, courts, and places abound, though re- 
cently some of them have been rechristened streets, 
— a street in this case being one of a series of 
passageways in which no. vehicle can be turned ^^ 
around if it be larger than a handcart. In such 
localities the enforcement of never so radical 
building laws would not relieve the condition of 
overcrowding, the first requisite being the addition 
of more street area. 

The fact that the dwelling places of the district 
have not sufficient air s^ace without is not their 
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only fault. There is the additional fact that in 
most instances the buildings^ jy^^jnot properly con-,^ 
structed for their present uses. With the excep- 
tion of a few apartment houses, and fewer well- 
planned tenement houses, the district is made up 
of houses originally intended for private resi- 
dences, and altered in the least d(Sgre§L demanded 
by the exigencies of the case, — by which one 
really means the rush to bring in the greatest rent 
for the smallest investment. 

As far as boarding or lodging houses are con- 
cemed, the trouble is mainly with the arrange- -^ 
ments for bathing aud other J^iJi^jy., 1^0x909^%. 
The water-closets id these houses are in many 
instances oTdr- fashioned and have a very scani 
flushing su^ly. This, added to ihe fact that they 
are used by a lajge^jaumber of persons, ma kes 
them a menace^to the healtLj^th e occupants p f 
the house. A frequent source of difficulty, also, 
IS mat too many lodgers occupy one room. 

If a family residence is more or less poorly 
adapted for use as a lodging house for a consider- 
able number of people, it is entirely unfitted for 
use as a tenement house. The typical private 
house of former days has three stories above the 
basement : each story having two lar£:e rooms and 
two side roon», or hs equi^ent ;Tfront base- 
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ment being intended for the cellar, and the rear 

basement for the kitchen. Such a house, built for 

the accommodation of one family, very commonly 

shelter^ fyopptfoiiJ^ 1^ eight. A sink with running 

water has been put at the head of each flight in 

the hallway, or into one or both square rooms on 

each floor. The water-closet arrangements have 

not been changed, the one water-closet now serving 

for from fifteen to thirty people. There are no j^^^^^^^ 

conveniences for the disposal of house oflfal or i^.^^^^-'^ 

ashes except the barrels in the yard. The yard / x^*^-^ •^^ ^<*^ 

in many instances has its space taken up by a 

shed. The con venien ces for drying clothes are 

inadequate, and there are no bathing facilities. 

In this class of tenement house there is only one 

redeeming feature, which is that there is no dark 

room and there are no rooms opening upon a well. 

The overcrowding of buildings upon the land has ^^^^^ ^^ 

lessened the breathing space of these houses, but C 

each room has a certain amount of direct light. 

In many of the buildings which have been spe- 
cially constructed for tenements, the evil of dark 
rooms is very apparejat. The open shafts are 
often very narrow, and furnish the sole inlet of air 
and light, not only for sleeping-rooms, but also 
for small compartments containing water-closets ; 
which, having been put in before the present strin- 
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gent regulations requiring ventilated traps were in 
force, send their contamination out into these same 
wells. Such a condition is manifestly insanitary, 
especially when it is taken into consideration that 
many of these shafts have roofs of glass. There 
are, to be sure, ventilators at the top, but they are 
generally kept closed. 

Thus are the people of this district housed, and 
under such conditions are their children bom and 
nurtured.^ The houses, crowded upon the land, 
have not enough breathing 8pp4:a>iU^d are shut in 
from the sun : therefore the people have insuffi- 
cient air and light, which are the^^igst ^quisites 
V^ ^v^^^-^for good health. Disease germs of all sorts live 
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\^"'^^ N 4 ^ longesl and flourish best under conditions of .dark- 

ness and jamj neag. Sunlight and fresh air are 
the enemies of disease ; they are by far the cheap- 
est and most efficient disinfectants. Dampness, 
darkness, and poor ventilat ion are the most potent 
predisposing cause s of many serious aibnen^ JJiat 
either endanger 1?f e or greatly limit its usefulness^ 
The weffaxe of ^e community clearly demands 
that no person be allowed to live under such de- 
pressing conditions. 

^ The fignies of the Ten/m^aX House Census of 1891-92 show 
that fuUy one fourth of the tenement-house population of the 
distriot liye under specially ohjeotionahle sanitary conditions. 
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The same physical resu lts of insuffi cient breath- 
ing ftpgpft ar#^ IP^Q wnrgft bj the overcrowding 
of the individuals within the houses. Such over- 
crowding aTsoTendsJx) lower the moral .standards "^ Ji-v^ 
of J:l?e poor. Modesty is hardly possible when 
from four to ten people of varying ages and both 
sexes live in from two to four rooms, some of 
them very small. Insufficient water-closet facili- 
ties also conduce to a low Btandard of morals, as 
well as to a lessened equation of resistance to dis- 
ease, owing to the"HIfficulties in the way of the 
formation of regular habits. The overcrowding 
of tenements is an excellent reason for the late 
hours at which young children of the poor go to 
bed ; it being hardly possible for the children to 
sleep in the midst of work and talk, until they are 
thoroughly exhausted. As a matter of fact, chil- 
dren of four and five years are often awake until 
nine or ten o'clock at night. 

Cleanliness of body and of clothing is by these 
two forms of overcrowding, without and within, 
put at a high premium. There are practically no 
bathing facilities in the tenement hg^gg^ of the 
district. Ihat the people desire to bathe has been 
proved by the very large attendance at the public 
swimming baths during the summer season ; and 
the new City bath-house recently opened on Dover 
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Street, for use all the year round, is already show- 
ing that these same people are just as anxious to 
bathe during the cooler months. Outside of the in- 
ability to buy many changes of underclothing, due 
to poverty, the insufficient yard or shed accom- 
modations for drying the family washing mate- 
rially hinders the solution of the clean-clothes 
problem. It is therefore very difficult for parents, 
however well inclined, to train their children to 
habits of cleanliness and neatness, or for adults 
to preserve that self-respect which depends upon 
the bath and fresh clothing. 

To better the conditions of the poor as far as 
overcrowding is concerned is entirely within the 
power of the City or State. The present statute 
empowers the Board of Health to condemn or 
destroy buildings that are either themselves unfit 
for human habitation, or render buildings in their 
vicinity unfit.^ The literal exercise of this power, 

I together with special legislation for the laying out 
of more street area in certain portions of this dis- 
trict ; the establishment of small public parks, not 
i\ for show but for use as playgrounds ; the abolition 

^ The chief activity of the board in this respect has been at 
the North End, where there is a number of partiouhirly dark, 
insanitary coorts which, room by room, are the most congested 
spots in the city. 
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\\ of blind alleys; the regulation of the light and 
\\ Tentilation of tenement houses; more stringent 
I rules in regard to interior sanitary arrangements ; 
I the requirement of better facilities for drying 
\ clothes -would reduce to a minimum the danger 
to which the community is now exposed by the 
advent among us of large numbers of foreigners 
bred to squalor, dirt^ and {gnarMio^ . The evil 
effects of overcrowding reproduce themselves in 
geometrical ratio, and soon wiU, if they do not 
already, imperil the health and morals of the 
city's population. SuQh improvements, moreover, 
although apparently very expensive, eventually in- 
crease We rent and therefore the tax valuation of 
the district improye^^ as^ h^ b^A jbown in many 
instances; and, what deserves special emphasis, 
they are of all means for the bettering of the poor 
the most clearly within the province of the govern- 
ment, and the most easily enforced. 

The great change which has been wrought by 
legislation in the sanitary appointments of facto- 
ries and mercantile establishments bears strongly 
upon this point. The laws protecting employees 
against bad air, noxious products, and the causes 
of accident, and providing, in the case of working- 
women, even for their self-respect and their com- 
fort, are satisfactory in their terms and, so far at 
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leaat as this district is concerned, are faitlifuUy 
enforced. State legislation, also, happily leaves 
it practically unDecessary to say anything about 
sanitary evils involved in tenement-lionse indnstry. 

Excepting light and air, the most important 
&ctor in the life of a human being is food. How 
then are our people fed ? The inspection of food 
BtofFs of all sorts is a function of the Board of 
Health, and by them is intrusted to an inspector. 
Whenever a market of any sort is opened in the 
city, the proprietor receives a visit from this in- 
spector and is handed a card upon which are 
printed certain extracts from the Public Stat- 
utes which define the ofEense of selling unwhole- 
some provisions, and prescribe the penalty for such 
offense.^ After this card has been delivered, fre- 
quent visits are made, which soon reveal to the 
inspector the tendencies of the dealer. Any appar- 
ent inclination to break the law is met with a 
warning, and this if it be not heeded is soon fol- 
lowed by prosecution. 

Hucksters who sell provisions from wagons or 
push-carts have first to obtain a license from the 
Board of Police. They also are made aware of 
the law, and its infringement is followed by loss 
of license. Information received from the inspeo- 
> Cluptar 58, Swticm C Mid 6. 
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tor, and from various representative wholesale 
dealers and commission men, leads to the belief 
that little unnholesome food-stufE. is sold to the 
poor. It is frequently of second quality, — as, for 
instance, in the case of fish and fruit, — hut is 
generally edible and wholesome. The poor go to 
a market or huy of the huckster, in either case 
seeing the goods. They are not easily deceived, 
hut several cireumBtauces are not in their favor. 
Being poor, they nsoally huy provisions of an in- 
ferior quality, because the price is low ; and for 
the sake of convenience they often purchase at a 
small neighboring shop which is well known to 
carry goods of a lower grade than those that may 
he obtiuned a little farther away. 

Baking powders and similar products are a sub- 
ject of State regulation and examination. J^lilk 
and. vinegar are inspected by a specially appointed 
official who is very active, and the quality of 
these staples is usually good. During the summer 
scientifically prepared milk of a superior quality 
is furnished free to sick children of the poorer 
people, the fund which pays for this milk being 
famished hy public subscription. The lives of 
many children are saved hy this charity. 

The art of cooking provisions so as to obtain 
from them the greatest amount of nonriahment, 
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and render them most easily digested, is little 
nnderstftod-b ; ourwor tmg classes, and will be 
learned only by long trying. The ips trocti on 
in "wnjjp <^nn|)jn^ in onr public scITdoIs is a move 
in^thi s d ireption. Improper feeding of^oimg 
cluld rep i s everywhere preTa lcnt amon g the tene- 
ment-house dwellers. Very young children ar« 
given fat meat, bi£ed beans, and other strong 
foods, as well as tea, coffee, and beer. This error, 
so productive of grave results, especially in the 
summer season, will continue nutil such ignonmoe 
is dissipated by rational hygienio instruction. 

Throughout the diBtrict the streets are hept 
furly_cleauj and in sommer are well WAtered. 
Coostant familiarity with them has seemed to re- 
veal the fact that these streets receive as good 
oare as do those in more pretentions parts of the 
town, for which the street cleaning division de- 
serves hearty commendation. Some of the narrow 
streets are paved with asphaltnm, which is very 
desirable because it may be washed. It is also 
sufficiently economical, seeing that these streets 
have little or no heavy teaming over them. Alleys, 
open and blind, such as are used for passageways 
or as the only entrance to dwellings, are usually 
fairly clean. They are, however, prejudicial to 
health and morality, and should not exist, — ex- 
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cept for access to rear yards, — in this or in any 
other section of the city. 

The means used in Boston for preventing the 
spread OT contag ious diseases are excellent, and in 
this respect the Board of Health is most efficient. 
The„ law requires all physiciana. to JTigport to the 
Board of Health any case of contagious or infec- 
tious disease, and postal cards are furnished by 
the city for this purpose. If, in the opinion of 
the Board of Health, any case of contagious dis- 
ease is a menace to the public health, the person 
may be remoyed to the hospital. If the person is 
allowed to remain at home, — the board having 
decided that it is no menace to the community, — 
the fact of its presence must be plainly advertised 
by a card placed upon or near the door of the 
dwelling ; and this card may be removed only by 
an officer of the Board of Health. 

Whenever a case of contagious disease occurs 
in a house, the children in that house may not 
attend a public school until fourteen days after 
recovery, removal to the hospitaUor death. The 
Board of Health fumigates the house after cases 
of smallpox, diphtheria, and scarlet fever ; but it 
rarely does so in the milder contagious diseases, 
such as measles and chicken pox. 

Public-school children are carefully guarded 
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against contagious diseases. Vaccination is com- 
pulsory for admission to the public schools. The 
city is divided into small districts, each being 
under the care of a physician, who receives a small 
salary. This physician visits the public schools in 
his district, and examines all children who are re- 
ported ailing. All suspicious cases are sent home. 
If diphtheria is suspected, a culture is taken for 
bacteriological examination. The same physician 
also keeps track of all cases of conta^ous disease 
reported in his district. 

The sanitaxjucondition of schoolhouses as to 
vApHliLfinn sLr\^ f^^a]>agft is being Constantly im- 
pmvp|<l f:hrr)^glimi t the city^ a s a result of a rather 
vigorous crusade by public - spirited individuals. 
Schoolhouses should be as nearly perfect in this 
respect as present knowledge will permit; and it 
is not only the right but the duty of all citizens to 
demand such conditions. In fact, to submit school 
children to depressing influences of bad light and 
bad air is little short of criminal. It is to be 
hoped, then, that there will be no cessation of this 
crusade until the highest point possible is reached. 

It is the duty of the Board of Health to inspect 
the plumbing of any house whenever one of its 
occupants has a grave infectious disease, such as 
typhoid fever ; or at the request of any occupant. 
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Whenever such inspection shows the plumbing of 
a house to be defective, the Board of Health may 
order the owner either to repair or renew the 
plumbing, making it conform to certain minimum 
requirements laid down by law. Prosecution by 
the board may follow failure to comply with its 
instructions. In all new houses the plumbing 
must also be up to the maximum requirements of 
the board. 

There are am ple means of relief for dwel lers in 
this district who are overtaken by sickness ; and . 
such means are more nearly at hand here than in 
any other working-class section of Boston. This 
condition has arisen not through any plan other 
than what is involved in the central location of 
the district. It may truthfully be said that if the 
poor man or his family go uncared for, in case of 
sickness, either it is his own fault, or it is because 
he is a very recent immigrant without friends and 
unacquainted with the language. The sources 
available to him are adequate as well in kind as 
in amount. He may enter a hospital as indoor ^ 
patient ; he may go there daily, or as often as is i 
necessary, as an outdoor patient; or he may re- 
ceive the care of a physician at his own home, and 
through the physician's good offices receive also a 
certain amount of nursing and of suitable food. 
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The Boston City Hospi^ on Harrison Avenue, 
is just outsme tne district. Here all cases of acute 
disease and such as need surgical aid on account 
of accident or otherwise are admitted to the hos- 
pital, the bed capacity of the hospital being con- 
stantly increased to meet the increasing demand. 
Chronic cases, except those in which death is near, 
are not admitted to this hospital except tempo- 
rarily, it being plainly the best policy to use the 
hospital for acute cases. The contagious wards of 
this hospital have recently been removed to a new 
location, apart from the main group of buildings, 
and are as good as any in the world. The acci- 
dent room of the City Hospital, is open day and 
night; and ambulances, either from the hospital 
stables or from certain of the police stations, are 
at the command of the public at all hours. The 
out-patient department of the City Hospital is for 
the relief of such persons as require but cannot 
afford the offices of a physician, while they do not 
need to be admitted to the hospital. 

Near the City Hospital is the Massachusetts 
Hom(fii2^ithio Hospital, at which those desiring 
homoeopathic treatment may receive it either 
within the hospital or as out-patients. 

St Elizabeth*B Hoopitol^ on the southern edge 
of the district, is controlled and managed by sis- 
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ters of the Order of St. Francis (Roman Catholic). 
Relief is afforded to all worthy applicants without 
any reference to religious belief. This hospital, 
especially in its out-patient departments, is very 
popular among the Roman Catholics of this part 
of the city. Many indoor patients are able to pay 
a small sum, and prefer to do so, — the amount 
paid being from three to five dollars per week. 
Only women and young children are received as 
indoor patients at this hospital. Some chronic 
cases are admitted, and the hospital has an excel- 
lent maternity ward. In the out-patient depart- 
ment, both sexes are treated. 

At the other end of the district there is an out- 
patient department of the New England Hospital 
for Women And Children, and at this department 
a large number of patients are treated. 

Also in the northerly portion of the district is 
located the Boston Dispensary, a long-established 
^hft^rif^blfi inifft^^i*^^" for the. relief ^oi the sick 
poor. A corps of physicians and surgeons are at 
the dispensary every morning for the treatment of 
those who are able to come there, all the special 
branches of medicine and surgery being repre- 
sented. In rendering such service the dispensary 
is like the out-patient department of a hospital ; 
but another sort of relief is also available here. 
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The dispensary extends its ministry widely from 
this centre. ^Tifi r'^^y ^^ ^^v\AaA inf/> pf fitiftnai.fjlf ^ 
one of which is under the care of a physician. 
Calls^ may be left at the dispensary or at one of 
its sub-stations in other parts of the city up to 
ten o'clock in the morning, insuring the attend- 
ance of a dispensary physician within a reasonable 
time, generally before noon. Each physician is 
attended by a nurse of th e District Nu rsing^ssor 
ciatioii, who not only assists him in his offices, but 
is also even bettS able than heToca 
to furnish, by example and precept, little lessons 
in better living to the poor with whom she comes in 
contact. Both the physician and the nurse coop- 
erate with the Associated Charities in the relief 
of distress and want among the families of their 
patients. In addition the physician is able to order 
from one of the diet kitchens, for such of his 
patients as are destitute, those various sorts of 
cooked or uncooked food that are so grateful, if 
not necessary, to the sick. Through this agency, 
fresh eggs and milk, chicken, mutton or beef 
broth, bowl custard, and similar foods, are sup- 
plied. Medicines ordered by dispensary physi- 
cians or surgeons may be bought at the dispensary 
at a nominal uniform price of ten cents. In cases 
of extreme poverty, the physicians may order that 
the medicine be dispensed free of charge. 
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In connection with the dispensary, and under 
the care of the Harvard Medical School, is a sta- 
tion at which the services of a physician may be 
conunanded night or day to attend women during 
childbirth at their own homes. These physicians 
are young men who are about to complete their 
medical education. They each have the assist- 
ance of a nurse. They are not only allowed but 
also expected to command the services of physi- 
cians skilled in midwifery whenever such services 
are necessary. 

Other hospitals in Boston are of course equally 
open to the residents of this district; but those 
mentioned, being either in or so near it, are much 
sought by them. In this connection it is very 
gratifying to note the sentiment which prevails 
among the poor oitha district in ;i^eg^i:dto,going 
to a hospital. It is undoubtedly true that there 



is a constant lessening of the dread which is likely 
to exist in the minds of the poor, with regard to 
entering a hospital or seeking advice from its out- 
patient departments ; and that such prejudices are^ 
being les sened is due to the ^mostunifQjrm kind- 
ness and consideration, to say nothing of faith- 
f ulneW, "whfct are^ toward those^who are 

treated at the hospitals, and toward their friends 
also. When a family has once had one of its 
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number at a hospital, that family is usually loud 
in its praises of the care which the dear one re- 
ceiyed ; and this is true, not only when the patient 
recovers, but also in case of death. A similar atti- 
tude is taken toward the dispensary. Both the 
dispensary physician and the district nurse often 
make themselves much beloved in the families 
which they treat. That such a sentiment previuls 
in regard to hospitals is most hopeful, showing as 
it does that the work there accomplished does not 
end with the mere setting of a bone or allaying of 
a fever, bat reaches far deeper, — even into the 
real fives of the people. 

There is one other class of institution in the 
district which, although not established primarily 
for that purpose, exerts an excellent influence over 
the health of a certain portion of the tenement 
dwellers ; namely, the day nurseries. The direct 
object of these nurseries is to furnish, during work- 
ing hours, shelter, care, and food, for young chil- 
dren whose mothers are compelled to have employ- 
ment away from home. Incidentally, however, 
many of the minor ills which aEBict childhood are 
treated and .relifived ; and much instiacUoa is 
given the mothers regarding the proper care and 
feeding of children. 

It has been shown that the inhabitants of this 
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district live under certain conditions which tend 
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to lower not only physic9'l but mental and moral 

qdltions are : 
fl^^ UgfiwOL^ b^g^P^gPts as dwelling-places, the oye r- 
crowding o{ Viilrlfng" "p^" ^^^ ^^"^i iuf^iiffi^j^"^ 
street and park area, the overcrowding^ of tene- 
ments by their jgccup ants^., inadequate sanitary 
arrang:ements, and a lack of sufficient jard and 
clothes-drying space. Improvement in these mat- 
ters must be brought about, through an illumi- 
nated public sentiment, by the enactment of new 
laws, of the City or the State, which shall more 
thoroughly safeguard the poor as to their homes. 
Certain other conditions which tend to lower the 
vitality of the people of the district are the result 
of ignorance and carelessness on their own part. 
Among these may be classed the ke^>ing of win- 
dows shut against such ventilation as is accessible, 
the poor selection and bad preparation of food, and 
the abuse of alcoholic stimulants. For overcoming 
hostile influences of this kind wq must relj upon 
the slow progress of education. 



CHAPTER V f 

WORK AND WAGES 

The South End is as distinctif lackiog in eco- ' 
nomio individuality as it is in &ny sort of local u- 
^r\l Be corps. One may frame a single conception 
of the North End, or of any of the outlying parts 
of tJie city in which working people lire ; but the 
South End is nondescript To great numbers of 
Bostonians — such as know it at all — it is a kind 
of no-manVland, through which, every day, they 
are whisked between their business headquarters 
in the heart of the city and their homes in Box- 
bury and Dorchester. A very large traffic rumbles 
through its streets without having any relation to 
it whatever, and a great part of the etream of peo- 
ple on its sidewalks have neither business duties 
nor home responsibilities within its borders. More- 
over, one ^art of its rssident population is of 
nomadic disposition;, living in lodgings, they can 
be up and away without even the folding of tents. 
In a larger and slower but no less certain way, the 
present tenements-house population is shifting south- 
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ward toward Roxbury little by little from year to 
year, forced on by the recent Continental influx.. 
Within the district specially under review, the 

chi$[f industries age thosQ afl?^or.ifttfid with the^eoal ^' 
slips an)! lumber yards on the wate^iBoaJ^^IMLsEith 
the factories which depend npon their -siiq^es. 
The shipping interests of this part of the city are, 
however, considerably restricted by the fact that 
several drawbridges have to be passed before reach- 
ing the South Bay. Up and down along the docks 
lie a great proportion of the wood-working estab - ^ 
lishments of the city. Most of these are not 
large individually, but will be found congregated 
together in huge buildings, where the power is 
supplied from a common central source. A little 
farther from the water are the half-dozen piano^ 
factories, which represent the most interesting in- 
dusl&ym the district. Partly in the same build- 
ings witix the wood-working factories, partly in 
independent structures specially adapted to their 
use, is an increasing number of st eam laundries. 
The laundries find the central location xyi much 
importance in solving then* problem of collection 
and delivery. The chief power-house plant of the 
Boston Elevated Railway, — formerly the West 
End Street Railway, — which controls all the elec- 
tric cars in the city, is strategically placed, being 
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both at the centre of actioD and at the ooaling base 
of supply. The position of the district also locates 
here several very lai^ stables and many smaller 
ones. There is the scattering variety of industrial v* 
enterprise which might be expected; though it 
most be remembered that Boston is not so gr eat a 
manufacturing city as its size w ould indicate . Fol- 
lowing LondoQ~^m "afax, it leaves manufacturing 
to the smaller tributary cities and towns, and is 
itself chiefly the emporium of trade and shipping. 

^oiie of the great d^Murbaest stoiea. arew the '' 
South End, thgiigh -they uodonbtsdly- -attract the 
great majority of local purchasers to their counters. 
The most extensive commercial interests of this >^ 
Ticinity are found in the inrrtnllmint itfuri, which 
sel l fumit iirfl ftp nlothing-an i;r^,^]t Ground be- 
tween these and the department stores, the small 
shops which line all the main streets barely main- 
tain themselves. By means of " cut prices " and 
similar expedients they keep up a cheerful sem- 
blance of holding their own; but the night comes 
when even the bravest may turn out its lights and 
hang in the window a notice "Sold out to Ray- 
mond," he being a disposer of Qte remains of dead 
ventures. The proprietor then goes to work at 
Jordan's or White's, and his clerk becomes perhaps 
a street-car conductor. Of late even dmg^ts 
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have been feeling keenly the rivalry of the patent- 
medicine departments in some of the great down- 
town stores. The soda-water fountain, however, 
is their hope and inspiration. Several large gro- 
cery and provision houses are located at the edge of 
the commercial section ; and there is a sufi&ciently 
varied constituency to enable a rather high grade 
of supply store to exist here and there through 
the district. This kind of trade it is much more 
difficult to focus in great central establishments. 
The form of business which radiates most com- ^ 
pletely and clings most closely to the homei^ of the 
people, so far as the South End is concerned, is 
thfi.iiqtt(Mjr|tffig^,.^ Xflpraeen to Aft4aEgesl,single 
trade interest in the district; though it is to a 
considerable extent capitalized from without, by 
the system of '^ tied houses " held under the con- 
trol of the great brewers. There is onis gahatan- 
tialsaviBgv bank and ono national bank; but the 
chM^cteriatiiUbiid^MTikf^rft,^^^^ . the pawnhrnkprs, n* 
whose shop windows give a touch of tragedy to 
Pleasant Street, the only winding, picturesque 
thoroughfare at this end of the city. Commerce 
comes to its simplest terms in the basement variety 
stores found in the swarming back streets ; in the 
fruit stands and push carts of the Italians and 
Greeks ; in the omnipresent brazen-throated Irish 
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huckster with his horse ftiid wagon; and in an 
improvised Jewish market, giving to the middle 
stretch of Harrison Avenne that odor of stale pro- 
visions which calls up poignant associations with 
the ghettos of Petticoat Lane and Heater Street. 

It is the "'"*-])^°i*"°*'nil fff iJln dJ^Vjfti,''^*""' \^ 
than the iiiiliiatrinn ■otuallf carried on wit hin its 

hnivlprH, thft^ fi^'f^y jln^JTininaa the.QfiCUpatJitQ of 

its inhabitants. Even with this in mind, one would 
still be likely to orerestimate the influence of the 
factories in ^ving character to the population. It 
is true here — as it is indeed in other lai^ cities 
— that few skilled factory workers are found liv- 
ing near the scene of their work. When evening 
oomes there is a rapid disper^on in every direc- 
tion. There is besides no reason why skilled opera- 
tives engaged in other parts of the city should live 
in this part, — particularly when they have fami- 
lies. Men engaged in the building trades, who 
constantly shift their base of operationB, may as 
well have their homes away from the crowd ; and 
they are gradnaUy realizing this. The proportion 
of the skilled in the district is kept up by the 
younger unattached mechanics and artisans living 
in the lodging houses, and often socially identified 
with the clerks. Of the men living in the best 
model tenement block, with one exception, to be 
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found in the district, there are thirty-eight arti- 
sans and sixty-one laborers. In a similar block, 
owned by the same company half a mile beyond 
the bounds of the district and on the edge of Box- 
bury, a good majority of the men represent skilled 
trades. Even the sewing trades, which would 
under ordinary conditions make such a locality 
as this almost their own, have a disproportionately 
small representation. This is because Massachu- 
setts legislation against the sweating system has 
practically abolished that iniquity in Boston ; while 
the general legislation of the State — including 
the limitation of the weekly hours of work for 
women and minors to fifty-eight, the prohibition 
of child labor under the age of fourteen, and the 
requirement of rather strict sanitary regulations — 
prevents a low order of factory industry. 

The c harp^* i?^°^> ^^"^n^Hl^l tTP^^ 9^ ^^ ^ !^ ^ 
trict are those just above and lust belo w the artisan , 
— the clerk who easily walks taand &om business 
in the city, and wishes to be near its excitements 
in the eyening; the laborer who, from the>ck 
both of time and money, is compelled to make 
his home close to the great activities of which his 
toil is the foundation. A few of the clerks are 
connected with well-to-do families still residing 
in these parts. A larger number is made up of 
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tliose who beloug to working^lass families, and by 
leason of edacational opportunitifls have risen in 
the economic scale, though still retaining their old 
family associations. The mass of the clerks, how- 
ever, are young men from the niral parts of New 
England and from the British Frovinces, who have 
their abode in lodging houses, and are making 
their first essay toward fortune behind the counter 
of a department store, or at the desk of some great 
corporation. 

Laborers connected with the mouicipal depart- v/ 
ments constitote the aristocracy of the unskilled. 
"A job in the City'* leaves nothing but "the 
force " as an object of ambition. The patronage 
controlling these labor appointments is distributed 
through the wards and allotted to the local politi- 
cians, subject to the form of a civil-service test. 

Auxiliary to this is the labor staff of the gre^t 
city monopolies, like the Boston Elevated Railway 
or the Boston Gas Company. Men are appointed 
to this in much the same way as to the City work, 
but it does not have the same atmosphere of 
dignity and ease about it. Failing either of these 
appointments, the ordinary laborer is attached to 
some builder or contractor. On a somewhat 
higher grade as to intelligence and skill is the 
large class of men employed in connecti<Hi with 
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transportation interests. The four railroad stsif 
tions along tiie^dewBtown edge of the district — 
now being united into a single great station — 
furnish their representation of train hands, ex- 
pressmen, and cabmen. The docks supply their 
quota of water-side labor. Freight traffic, by rail 
and by water, inyolves the employment of many 
teamsters. 

The^ is a large number of cooks, wait ers, and 
other empIbj667i^fliotels and restaurants. These 
are both men and womeni Beginning on the 
lowest scale of the distinctive work of women, 
there is a considerable class of those who take 
care of the cleaning in office buildings and stores, 
or go out by the day for domestic work in the 
neighboring residence sections. Every evening a 
steady stream of factory girls comes out Harrison 
Avenue, and as many shop girls return along the 
superior social level of Washington Street. Most 
of the work in the steam laundries is done by 
women, who ordinarily live not far away from 
their work. Therj^, is a scattering of skilled work- 
ing. women in the dresamaJdng" ««i millmery 
trades. The number of women stenographers and 
office assistants is small ; they are found rather in 
the superior grade of lodging houses west of Tre- 
mont Street. 
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j In the way of dweUinge, the distriot inoIadM 
I every sort, from the meaneBt rear tenement that 
can escape the authorities to the ample and impos- 

' I ing row with a park before it and a garden behind. 

; ^ One old family mansion remains, still inhabited 
by its original owners, bearing witness to the van- 
ished glory of the Soath End. But it most not 
be thought that the mass of population has eo 
wide a range of income as a person casually pass- 
ing through its streets might suppose. By the 
decadence of the district, the newcomers were 
crowded even into the pleasantest neighborhoods. 
The houses thus taken possession of vary in grade 
according to the industrial standing of their new 
occupants, — but grade for grade tliey are in 
nearly all cases inconvenient and expensive, be- 
sides having the sanitaiy faults which have been 
pointed out in the previous chapter. There is, 
however, a refluent movement toward suitable cao.- 
ditioDS for families who must live in this congre- 
gate fashion. The numerous, apartoeut hoases, 
often misnamed "hotels," are usually suited to the 
means of well-to^ worlungmen and. small shop- 
keepers. For the rank and file of working people 
there are three groups of model tenements and an 
increasing number of newly built tenement houses 
designed to compete with the model buildings. 
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One must be cautions, however, about the sporadio 
yellow fronts which give gleams of brightness now 
and then through the Continental section of the 
district. These represent the Jewish passion for 
the unearned increment. At best they inclose the 
flimsiest of new structures. Often they are as 
whited sepulchres, — an old inner framework all 
untouched, the mud-colored bricks almost the only 
new or dean thing about them. 

l^^oating population of the district is pro- 
vided for by a considerable number^of'totBis, 
nearly all of which are evil resorts; and, on a 
lower scale, by a group of cheap lodging houses 
near the chief street crossing. The best of these 
lodging houses fall far short of the model estab- 
lishments of the kind in New York and London. 
Under the more stringent rules lately put in force 
by the Board of Health two of them have, happily, 
been condemned. 

In these cheap lodging houses — though some 
genuine workingmen are found there, and some 
men genuinely out of work — the tramp makes 
his winter quarters.^ His daily income varies; 
but give him enough to pay for his night's lodg- 
ing, with a friendly claim which insures his being 
*^ treated," and the world is all his own. From 

^ See Mr. Sanborn's Moody* s Lodging Houu. 
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the roviiig pauper to the stationary is bnt a little 
step. One finds in the lowest tenement streets 
I an appreciable semi-pauperized clasB, — the evil of 
'. paaperism being intrenched in drunkenneBs and 
I other degradation. Taking the diBtrict as a whole, 
there are many casual laborers who verge upon 
this condition. They frequently find work and 
quickly lose it In the interim they are supported 
by some relative, usually a woman. They gain 
occasional recuperation by several months at Deer 
Island, bnt there is no lasting change. No doubt 
this class offers damaging Irresponsible competi- 
tion to steady, faithful workmen. Certainly some 
of them, by dint of political service, get City posi- 
tions that ought to go at once to men capable and 
worthy of them. 

The problem of the unemployed has been during 
the past five yfiars an ever-present one. No per^ 
son who has lived here through these years conld 
question its actuality and seriousness. Not many 
months have passed during that time when there 
have not been numerous respectable families of 
working people that have been brought into severe 
struts because their breadwionerB for long periods 
conld find no work. It is not the most efGcient 
workman, to be sure, who is thrown aside ; but it 
is by no means merely the moral delinquent that 
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suffers. The workman of moderate capacity, of 
deficient ed^Q^ti9At..of ^li^ht adaptability, or of 
increasing years is ever the victim of apprehen- 
sion. At times of severe business stringency, the 
problem has assumed coherent form, and there 
have been low, terrible murmurs half voicing the 
most elemental of all human claims for justice. 
Under ordinary circumstances, however, there are 
not enough of the unemployed to classify them- 
selves in that way. Those who are out of work 
have their little savings, perhaps, or some other 
member of the family comes to the rescue, or 
they fall into the hands of charitable agencies; 
but frequently they shift along in ways inconceiv- 
able to every one but themselves. Even in its 
milder, more dispersed aspect, the total burden of 
this economic evil is a very heavy one, and it dis- 1 
tinctly lowers the physical and moral tone of the 1 
local community. 

A little above the casual and unemployed 
es, there is a distinct element whose income, 
hile barely sufficient, is always intermittent, if 
ot positively insecure. This has been the case, 
certainly of late years, with many artisans and the 
unskilled labor dependent upon them. In every ^- 
form of garment work there is the regular rising 
and falling according to season, varying in inten- 
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Bity from year to year. In the piano factories, 
that first indication of financial depression which 
appears in the slackened demand for luxuries 
has many times of late pat good worhmen on the 
street. The colored men have a Bialto on Plea> 
saot Street, at a point not far from several of the 
great hotels, into whose service they are drawn 
whenever there is exceptional need ; bat even if 
no man hire them, they do not seem to mormar 
or repine. , 

lastly, there are the women who have to leave 
their homes to work by the day ; very often they 
do not have as much employment as they need, 
but they represent no sach problem a& do the men 
in the oooapations jnst mentitmed. 

■^nt^"^ thirc'T 1^°" "^ b'j;> xata-of wages with days 
in j:Tip wpg^ pp mnnthH I'^i fha yija'' w^"" * man 
receives nothing. The poorest grade of unskilled 
labor, including some factory workers, is paid, 
when r^alarly employed, at the rate of nine dol- 
lars per week. It is fair to say that such men 
stand on about the same level as to labor and 
remaneration as the men in the East End of Lon- 
don who receive a pound a week ; and here, as 
there, this type of man often sustains a happy, 
self-respectang home with this slight but secure 



WOBK AND WAGES 96 

means of livelihood. Freight handlers, express- 
men^ und. teamsters have this rate o| ^wagfia. as 
their minimiinii^ with jffirhaps-twelve dollars per 
week as their normal wage. Two dollars a day is 
the fixed minimum rate for all City laborers ; and 
this standard more and more tends to regolate 
similar labor, whether under quasi-public corpo- 
rations or private contractors. For all outdoor 
work this-^Kage J3-net^tN> large as it seems, because 
there are many days lost during the year. 

Many of the members of certain skilled trades, 
such as bakers, waiters, and barbers, receive but 
little, if any, higher wages than the mass of labor- 
ers ; while garment workers, crushed by the com- 
petition of the most recent inmiigrants in Boston 
and in New York, are as a rule happy to receive 
the same weekly wage as the poorest of the un- 
skilled. The best paid class of workmen is mad# 
up of brick and stone masons, painters, plaster^ 
ers, plumbers, machinists, structural iron-workers, 
and other specially skilled artisans ; cigar-makers, 
conductors and motormen on the electric cars/ 
engineers, policemen, and firemen. The building 
trades have larger wages than the rest, running 
as-iu^b ^ $3.5^jper day; but the other occupa- 
tions more than make up for that by the security 
of tenure the year round. Speaking generally for 
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this grade of work, wages run from $2.25 to $3.00 
per day. 

The superior grade of workmen having special 
skill, or cKarged with duties of^uperintendence, 
belong rather with clei^ks and^ Jxadesmen than 
with artisans ; and they would rank high in such 
a class. Clerks are on ahout the same level as to 
income with artisans, considering that they are 
more regularly employed ; but being generally 
without family responsibilities, they have more 
money to spend than the average of artisans. 
Small shopkeepers have a considerable range of 
income. On the whole, however, they are little 
if any better off, counting their long hours, than 
they would be as employees downtown; so that 
their problem reduces itself to that elemental hu- 
man doubt. Is freedom worth responsibility ? 

The relative numerical strength of these differ- 
ent industrial groups can be ascertained with rea- 
sonable accuracy. For the casual and intermittent 
grades, the list of all those who receive some form 
of charitable relief each year may safely be taken. 
A calculation based upon the figures of the chief 
relieving agencies for the past seven years, com- 
pleted &om their estimates as to the amount of 
relief given by smaller charitable societies and by 
churches, shows that a little more than ten per 
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cent of the population receive more or less of such 
help every year in the local district.^ 

Taking this as the proportion of the casual and 
intermittent classes, a small further allowance — 
certainly not more than one per cent — must be 
made for the professional loafer type. The float- 
ing population, as indicated by returns from the 
cheap lodging houses, would also make up one per 
cent, on the average. 

With regard to the steady -going, indqatriona 
residents of the district, there are very satisfactory 
data. The City Board of Assessors compile in 
the spring of each year a complete list, by pre- 
cincts and streets, of all the male inhabitants of 
the city who have passed their twentieth birthday, 
giving each person's occupation over against his 

name. The list for 1898 contains 13,815 names « a/ 

for this district. A classification and count of the 
occupations represented show that unskilled labor- 
ers, including a few inferior trades, number 5201 ; 
skilled workmen, receiving standard wages, 4411 ; 
clerks, superior workmen, and shopkeepers, 8577. 
Those entered as without occupation, chiefly old 
men, number 201. The remnant of professional 
men and downtown merchants foots up to 425. 

^ See the Beport of the MassachtuetU Bureau of Statistics of 
Labor for 189i^ page 404 sq. 
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Some steps are necessary in order to secure per- 
centages covering the entire population identified 
with these different economic levels. In the first 
place, there is a variation throughout the district 
of six per cent in the whole number of people 
which a given number of men represent, — more 
in the lodging houses, less in the tenement houses. 
The percentages thus gained must be altered by 
subtracting from them the twelve per cent cred- 
ited to the loafer, casual, and intermittent classes ; 
and we may safely charge a majority of these — 
seven per cent — to the unskilled laborers and a 
majority of the remainder to the skilled workmen. 
^ For the sake of simplicity, also, those without occu- 
pation may be distributed equally among the three 
chief classes. The result is, then: the unskilled 
labor cla§§»^jeg n l Fir1y employ^ , tWfinty-f . ight jer 
cent^;„, the j^^echsmiJ^^ artiaaa^^ss^ .eOTU»g 
standard wageSj thirtj: £er cent ; the_clerk_and 
shopkeeper dass, -twenty-seven per cent; the pro- 
fessional aiidjiiM^eaBtile<slaas»iJbsee.per cent.^ 

It is of course impossible to judge the economic 
standing of working-women from the wages they 

^ WHen these figures are compared with those of Mr. Charles 
Booth, it appears that upwards of seventy London districts, each 
containing three f onrths as many people as the district here de- 
scribed, have in Tarying degrees a worse state of poverty than it 
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receive, because their responsibilities vary bo 
much. One woman may work simply for money 
to spend on dress ; another may have to provide 
for all her own wants, but nothing more ; another 
still may be the breadwinner of a family. Women 
who go out to do cleaning by the day are paid at 
the rate of a dollar or a dollar and twenty-fire 
cents. Factory girls receive as a rule five or six 
dollars a week. In case of rougher work, as in 
bmsb factories, the wages are even less. In steam 
laundries, on account of the element of danger, 
the average goes as high as eight or nine dollars ; 
besides which the hours are shorter than the legal 
minimum. In the large stores, the low wages of 
the women — between four and five dollars a week 
on the average — are in a measure compensated 
by the eight-hour day, which was secured two 
years ago through efforts of the leaders of the 
Working-Women's Clubs. 

The le ngth of t he^o rVing-^flj ^qt wftg-p-wtmBra 
livi ng in the dis toji^* ■'« TPun/iTj ithlY aatiafactory. 
To begin witli, legal restriotionB as to the hours 
of women and minors in factories practically also 

baa, Follj WTeDty-five per cent of tlis popnlatioD of Qiii du- 
trict is abova Hr. Bootli'i " Una af porerty." The South End 
corrasponds to parts of North Londan, uid not to soy of ths typi- 
c*I poor ^itriot* of East or Soath London. 
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determine the hours of men working in association 
with them. Each organized trade has its own reg- 
ulations. Carpcfnters work nine hours ; masons, 
painters, and plasterers but eight. All City work- 
men come under the State requirement of the 
nine-hour day. Even the street-car men — a class 
most likely to be afflicted with long hours — are 
on duty during twelve hours, with but ten hours of 
actual work. The Saturday half holiday during 
the summer is now general in the large city estab- 
lishments. A number of local grocery and pro- 
vision stores, through the agency of the clerks' 
trade union, give a half holiday on Wednesday 
through the three warm months. 

In the lodging and gypa^t^pnt hnnaefl trf thf^ dis- 
trict there is of course an appreciable number of 
salaried persons, — the higher grade of clerks in 
downtown offices, superintendents in stores and 
factories, and, among women, stenographers and 
bookkeepers. Only a few scattered individuals 
among the relics of a professional and mercantile 
class are men of any standing. Students, though 
numerous in other parts of the South End, are 
but few in number here. The really characteristic 
life of this inner half of the South End is, as has 
just been shown, not among the poor, not among 
the well-to-do ; the district gets its distinctive qual- 
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ity from the stmggling but sturdy wprking^ieople. 

Varying somewhat according to the number of 
breadwinners in the family, and according to the 
self-respect and thrift of the wife and mother, that 
great class represents the local standard of income 
and of expenditure. 

. It is always true throughout Boston that rentJs 
a T^ery.large^ item in the family budget ; but among 
the working classes it makes a staggering burden. 
^^Yftr Ifi"*^ ^^an m? ^^"^^ , and often as much as 
o ne thir d, of a workinsman's income ficoes to the 
landlord. In the territory under review, fully one 
half of all the people live in what are commonly "r 
understood as tenement houses. In at least 200 
cases there is but one room to a family. The num- 
ber of families living in two-room and three-room 
tenements is upwards of 2500 ; the number of fam- (^ 
ilies living in four-room tenements is about 1800.^ 
Families living in one room pay from $1.25 
to $1.75 per week for rent ; those living in two 
rooms from $1.75 to $2.50 ; those living in three 
rooms from $2 to $3 ; those living in four rooms 
from $2.75 to $4. The one-room class represents 
merely casual earnings ; the two-room class repre- 
sents a family income of from $6 to $10 per week ; 

^ These estimates are based on the Tenement Honse Census of 
1891-1892, made by the State Bureau of Statistics of Labor. 
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the three-room class, an income of from $7.50 to 
$12 per week ; the four-room class, an income of 
from $12 to $15 and upwards per week. The two 
and three room class constitute the majority of the 
unskilled. Families having but two rooms often 
use both rooms for sleeping purposes ; those having 
three rooms usually crowd the two tiny chambers 
at night and reserve the larger room for all the 
purposes of the day. If this room is kept clean it 
is a presentable place for company ; but the better 
influences of home life and of social intercourse 
begin with famiUes having four rooms, one being 
I reserved for a parlor. To have a parlor gives a 
j family a strong and thoroughly commendable feel- 
\ ing of self-respect. 

Rather less than one fifth of the popidation of 
the district live in the highest grade of tenement 
houses, apartment houses, and flats, paying a rental 
of from $20.to-.£3i5,4ULd upwHJ^d^ a month. Prac- 
tically all of the remainder have their abode in 
lodging houses, where furnished rooms are let at 
from $1 to $5 a week, according to their size and 
general desirability. Less than a hundred of the 
f annUes jofjbhedisti^ijct Jbave. tha happy lot to. .live in 
hous es by th emselyeSj^ where the door leads imme- 
diately out to the open world, or shuts one in in- 
stantly from its distractions. 
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The matter of the expenditure for food is quite 
largely a question of intelligence. Below the 
higher grades of labor the food selected is often 
ludicrously without nourishing value ; it is badly 
c<^d, and Veiten 'hapWdrwith no" regular 
time for meals. Brewed tea and the "growler" of 
beer play a very important part. Among the chil- 
dren the results of an insufficient supply of food 
are particularly noticeable. The common London 
practice of sending children to school without 
breakfast is not at all unknown in the South End. 
Homes in which the mother is a person of some re- 
source naturally tell a better story ; but even then 
there is a painful lack of all that art by which the 
housewife secures a variety of dishes at small cost, 
and turns all unused material to good account. 

The c ost of food , like that of rent, is yfiry l^rgfi 
in. Boston,. . Even certain staples, like fish, for 
which Boston is the base of supply, are reported 
to cost more in Boston than in other cities far- 
ther inland. Not far from half of the income of 
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w orking-clas s f amilies in the disl^j cf: g peA taJJik 
ch^ge. The curse of the poor is their poverty. 
Families in the back streets are often kept by debt 
at the mercy of small dealers in dark corners and 
in basements; at best they ^can never afford _the 
economy of buying in quantity. 
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The last few years have witnessed a very marked 
increase in the number of restaurants. This is 
true even in the Jewish quarter, where one would 
expect to find all the solitary set in families. The 
patrons of restaurants are not only single men and 
women, but married couples who live the dreary, 
demoralizing lodging-house existence because it 
seems to represent a social level which they could 
not maintain if they undertook housekeeping. 
There are two general types of restaurant. There 
are those along the business streets, offering meals 
h la carte. A few of these are of a high grade, 
but the large majority fully illustrate the abomina- 
tions of the cheap restaurant. A number, good 
and bad as to food, are intended mainly for per- 
sons who come into the district upon questionable 
errands. Some of these restaurants are open, day 
and night, never having a key to the door. The 
other general type of restaurant is of a more do- 
mestic character. It is found in large numbers on 
the basement floor along the lodging-house streets. 
; These restaurants exist because the conventional 
> boarding-house is passing away. Their weekly 
terms are usually, " Gents, $3.50 ; Ladies, $3.00." 
Their larder and table companionship evidently do 
not grow rich with time, like old wine and old 
friends ; for they are always '' under entirely new 
management." 
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The South End workingman counts out in ad- 
vance fully three fourths of his income for rent 



andjju^nrenl llOUBiihold supplies. This leaves on 
his hands thTpfbXi^iTof clothing his family and 
himself, furnishing his home, and reserving some 
slight margin for incidentals and savings. Too 
often the margin is so dose, that he attempts to 
gain ground by.meajos .i>l.^ha.inalialluient store. 
This is quite generaUy done in purchasing fumi- 
ture, and the business of selling clothing on the 
installment plan is apparently on the increase. It 
is only a step down from that to the pawnshop 
and ^' collateral loan " office. The thralldom under 
which many poor families are held by installment 
and loan establishments is most pitiable. It is not 
at all uncommon for them to have paid the full 
amount of a loan, including reasonable interest, 
and then to find there is just as much more still 
to be paid. Pawnshops are limited by law to a 
charge of from one to two and a half per cent per 
week, as the value of the pledges is higher or lower. 
A very satisfactory law has just been passed re- 
quiring all collateral loan offices — which differ 
from the pawnshops in not requiring mortgaged 
goods to be left on deposit — to be licensed by the 
Board of Police, as pawnshops are. The board is 
empowered to regulate the rate of interest to be 
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charged, and to take instant action against all 
sorts of extortion. The rate has been fixed by the 
board at two per cent per month for amounts up 
to $50, and one and a half per cent for amounts 
between $50 and $200. It is hoped that this new 
plan will effectually prevent the brokers from tak- 
ing advantage of the ignorance of theb clients and 
^ of the secrecy with which such transactions are 
naturally surrounded. 

The point at which resftrt tfi perhapFi most often 
taken to the installment stojc&ls when there is good 

to have a parlor, with plush furniture and similar 
acces3oriaB» Families which have seen better days 
in the past are often found to be still struggling 
to pay installments, with the danger that their 
precious purchases will be taken from them, and 
the whole of what they have paid be lost. The 
installment system is regulated by law to the ex- 
tent that where a purchaser has paid three fourths 
of his indebtedness the seller is permitted to take 
only so much of the value of the goods as will 
meet the rest of the bill. This prevents confisca- 
tion on the dealer's part, but it seldom saves loss 
on the debtor's part. The prices placed on install- 
f ment goods are notoriously high, and they are 
forced on poor people ior aQ sorts of plausible 
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ways. The system roots itself, however, in certain 
weaknesses of human nature, and is hardly capa- 
ble of being further restricted. 

Taking the people of the district grade by grade, 
dress woidd often but slightly suggest home con- 
ditions. Food and shelter are taxed to support 
the clothing fimd. Among the young men and 
women, the young women especially, it is surpris- 
ing to find what becomingly dressed persons can 
come out of really miserable abodes. Many of the 
young women, working in dry-goods stores, dress- 
making and millinery establishments, make their 
patrons serve as their models. It is gratifying 
that in their endeavor they follow many of the 
restraints which their exemplars illustrate. There 
is comparatively little vulgar finery to be seen on 
the thoroughfares, even among the class of women 
who are supposed to parade that. In tenement 
streets, the shawl still does general utility duty 
among older women, — a fimction which the gossa- 
mer waterproof, rain or shine, concealing tawdri- 
ness more completely but more obviously, seems 
to fill with the younger generation. Adorned or 
unadornedj^m^i y of^the people ^^ thfi ttftr*^"^^"^ 
houses, badly housed, badly fed, are al8_o,_fio_far 
as protectigcrjsjonce rnedy bad^y cla j . Certainly 
in winter a considerable proportion of the children 
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go about with garments wholly insufiGicient against 
the east wind. One is glad to say that there rarely 
appear here any of those ragged, battered types, 
with hardly the human semblance left, such as the 
popular imagination associates with congested pov- 
erty. 

In the aggregate a very considerable expendi- 
ture is to be charged to religion and recreation. 
Few, if any, of the Protestant churches can depend 
entirely upon local support, but the Roman Cath- 
olic churches are sustained by their immediate 
adherents with a loyalty that is hardly less aston- 
ishing for not being altogether spontaneous. 

The chief outlaj_jEo;^amujgiaaRte ,£^ 
theatre. Apart of the regular fees paid for mem- 
bership in clubs and lodges also comes under this 
head. Among the higher grades of working peo- 
ple an appreciable amount of the year's income 
goes for excursions and vacation trips ; but where 
a man's income is below the working-class average, 
even a day's outing in the parks or at the beaches 
is — for his whole family — almost too expensive 
an undertaking. 

Thrift has the final residuary claim. This vir- 
tue would have more devotees if the ascent to it 
were not so steep. When the head of the family 
is a victim to drink, it is impossible. Indeed, 
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drink tends to blot out all the economic relations 
touched on in this chapter. It first impairs and 
then lays aside the producer. Under its power 
the purchaser of commodities first gives up thrift; 
then the amenities of life disappear ; then there is 
no new clothing, and all that is fit to wear goes to 
the pawnshop ; presently the family has to borrow 
or beg its food ; at last there is an eviction. Aside 
from extreme individual results, the well-nigh uni- 
versal custom of ^^ taking a little " means an appall- 
ing wasteful drain on the resources of the local 
population. 

Between families tending upwards and those 
tending downwards, thrift, being the first thing 
undermined, may be taken as a sure distinguish- 
ing mark. In certain forms thrift is very general, 
such as child insurance. This is, however, only 
improvidence in disguise; the insurance money 
always goes for an expensive funeral. A higher 
and less common condition is that of having a 
savings bank account. Membership in trade 
unions, benefit societies, lodges, and cooperative 
banks iUustrates still more advanced foresight. 
Families that rise into comparatively easy circum- 
stances do so by living for a long time in meaner 
quarters than their incomes would weU provide, or 
by taking lodgers, or by thcmotbar's energy in 
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the way of securing work outside of her domestic 
duties. Sometimes families gradually purchase 
the houses in which they live. In many cases 
local property is still owned by working-class resi- 
dents of years ago. 

It is worth while to note certain influences which 
affect the sreneral economic standardis of the peo- 
pie in such a (Iistrict as t his. Some of these in- 
fluences, increasing the range and raising the level 
of desire and taste, come out of the essential con- 
ditions of American life. This country insists upon 
assimilating all new-comers; that is, not merely 
teaching them its political traditions, but impart- 
ing to them its ampler way of existence. Such 
great common institutions as the public school, the 
press, and the right of free discussion, — the pub- 
lic school especially, — show their elevating power, 
amongst the population of the South End, not only 
in the spread of knowledge but in the distinct 
industrial rise, individual and collective, of the 
second generation of the different foreign nation- 
alities. The American people are a selection of 
enterprising spirits, and we presuppose, even in 
the most recent immigrant, a degree of personal 
ambition. Opportunity is not so ever present, and 
success is by no means so rapid or so general as it 
once was ; but the fact that in every group of ac- 
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quaintances in the district some one is prosperous 
is a constant stimulus to greater effort on the part 
of all. Even in the face of the most imtoward 
circumstances — and without making light of the 
crushing power of the circumstances that surround 
the life of poverty — one can often find here 
some touch of that dauntlessness which is iypi- 
cally American. 

The peculiar relation of the district to the rest 
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of the city, the coming and going of all classes of 
people, keepT it from falling into that extreme 
slackness which is characteristic of most wo^kine- 
class quarter8jn^.eatiuties. The great thorough- 
fares, as the public meeting-place and exchange, 

have the effect of kftgpnijy iip thft ft^ ^pgpixp tnnft 

of the district ; one would hardly imagine, from 
a walk out Washington Street, that there was 
a large amount of actual poverty on both sides. 
The theatres, and to a smaller extent the churches, 
serve this same purpose, by bring ing together, n ot 
only different sorts of South Enil^jxeople^but 
people as well from tiie ^*^^^f^^ J^^^ ^^ ^^^ fiity a"*^ 
from the suburbs. 

Though the lack of friendly association between 
the Back Bay and the South End is so complete 
that there is no direct street-car communication, 
yet it must not be said that the two sections have 
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no dealings with each other. The Back Bay, 
which sometimes ^^ investigates " the South End, 
would probably be surprised to know how con- 
stantly it is being in turn investigated by means 
of back-door and below-stairs points of approach. 
The leader of the ^^ smart set" is a story-book 
heroine here; and if South End folk cannot be 
at the wedding feast of the great heiress, some of 
them can at least stand outside — rain will not 
dampen their ardor — and cheer her as she enters 
her equipage. Besides this dream-stuff, however, 
the district has its own solid social ambitions, 
which, unlike the shallow and often cruel preten- 
sions of the upper circles, go with distinct per- 
sonal achievement. It is not altogether an evil 
that the policeman's wife considers herself ^' away 
up in society," with a sort of official reputation to 
sustain, and that she stands as an object of emu- 
lation to those not breathing that serener air. 

Judging from appearances, it might seem an 
advantage to the people of the South End that it 
is so closely bound to the city's chief business cen- 
tre and its chief centre of social power. There 
is the semblance of gain in the loss of local eco- 
nomic independence. Such a view is forbidden, 
however, by two great facts specially involved in 
the situation of this district : family and neighbor- 
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hood life compressed together, and made thick and 
sluggish by the cohesive energy of the surroimding 
city ; people with vitality and vigor thus lowered 
met by the evil cont^on that comes with the float- 
ing crowd. The fundamental economic wrongs 
which affect working-class life everywhere find 
strong intrenchment in snob a situation. 



CHAPTER VI 



THE BOOTS OP POLITICAL POWEB 



It is not the purpose of this chapter to discuss 
methods of political reform, but to show the play 
of personal and social forces beneath the surface 
of boss rule and ward politics. To do this, it 
is necessary at the very beginning to understand 
the prevalence and power of gangs, and their 
methods of organization. The importance of the 
gang as a social factor which the politician manip- 
ulates has never been fully appreciated except by 
the politician. It is a sufficiently commpnj^ace 
trait of human nature JbcZj}eople to associate 
thems6tvuB ioiw^hcfTittgroups and cliques, accord- 
ingtcTttie aitiiiutfoirs^f congeniality. This force, 
however, seems to work with great intensi^jnjhe 
tenement-Couse districts. Without pausing to in- 
quire the reasons, T shall Iclescribe the structure 
of the gang, and later show its relation to ward 
politics. 

The tendency begins among the chil^^en. Al- 
most every boy in the tenement-house quarters of 
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the district is member of a gang. The boy who 
does not belong to one is not only the exception, 
but the very rare exception. There are certain 
characteristics in the make-up and life of all 
gangs. To begin with, every gang has a " corjier " 
where its membera jneet. This '^ hang out," as it is 
sometimes called, may be in the centre of a block, 
but still the gang speak of it as the ^'corner." 
The size of a gang varies: it may iraiBber five 
or forty. As a rule, all the boys composing it 
come from the immediate vicinity of tk€L.conier. 
EveV^g"ta8'one>-"more leaders; and of 
course its character depends very much upon the 
leaders, for as one of the boys expressed it the 
leader says ^^ ^ Come,' and the push move." As 
a matter of f act^ a gang if at all large has two 
leaders and sometimes three. In order to show 
the different kinds of leadership, let me describe 
the qualities possessed by the three types in a 
large gang. First of all, there is the gang's 
"bully." He is the best "scrapper" in the 
gane. Many a hard -won battle has paved the 
^ to this enviable position; but J position, 
often attained with so much difficulty, is not a 
sinecure. The bully not only has to defend the 
honor of the gang, but may have to defend his title 
at any time against the ambition of some ^^ grow- 
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ing " member of the gang. Next there is^the 
gang's ^* judge ; " all matters in dispute are finally 
submitted to him if no agreement is reached. 
The boy who enjoys this honor has gained it not 
by election but by selection. The boys have grad- 
ually found out that he does not take sides, but 
is fair minded. F inally there is the gang's ^^ coim- 
selor," — the boy whom^ie^gang'^looks to for 
its schemes both of pleasm^ and of mjschief. In 
small gangs the bully may also be the judge and 
counselor, and even in large gangs it frequently 
happens that one boy dispenses both the latter 
^. functions. Here is the ward boss in embryo. 

Nightly after supper the boys drift to their 
^^ comer," not by appointment, but naturally. 
Then ensue idle talk, ^'jawing matches," as one 
boy expressed it, rough jokes, and horse-play. 
No eccentric individual gets by the gang without 
insult. Nearly every gang has " talent " : one or 
two members who can sing, perhaps a quartette ; 
also a buck-dancer, one or two who can play on 
the jew's-harp, and a " funny man." I am refer- 
ring now more particularly to boys over fourteen 
years old. As a rule, the boys stay aroimd their 
comer, finding amusement in these ways. The 
songs are always new ones ; old ones are scorned. 
Not infrequently the singing, the horse-play, or 
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the dancing is interrupted by the roundsman. 
At the sight of the brass buttons, there is an 
excited call of ^^ cheese it," and singing or talking, 
as it may be, is suddenly stopped ; the gang dis- 
bands, dissolves, and the boys flee down alleyways, 
into doorsteps and curious hiding-places, and 
reappear only when the ^^ cop " is well down the 
street. 

It sometimes happens that members of the gang 
are arrested, for standing on the corners, for in- 
sulting passers-by, or for some other offense. As 
a rule, the other fellows raise the money to pay 
the fine. To reimburse themselves or the one 
who loaned the money, a dance is ^^run" or a 
raffle is held. To show still further the tenacious- 
ness of gang life : the influx of Jews has caused 
many of the Irish to move away from the South 
End to other parts of the city, but the boys on Sun- 
day may be found with the gang at their corner. 
About thirty young men belonging to one of the 
gangs I know, meet every Sunday afternoon at 
their comer. Of this number, fully half are fel- 
lows who live in the Highlands, at the edge of 
Boxbury. I know a boy in the High School — he 
will graduate next year — who moved to Dorches- 
ter, but comes regularly to the old comer on Sun- 
day afternoon. No new friends can supplant the 
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gang. It is little wonder. The life of the gang 
is exciting, melodramatic; the comer is full of 
associations, of jokes and songs and good times, of 
escapades planned and carried out. In compari- 
son with this, the life of the suburb is tame. 

It is interesting to know what becomes of these 
various gangs when the boys get to be sevente^ or 
eighteen years old. The more respectable gangs, 
as a rule, club together and hire a room. The 
more vicious ganga prefer to uae^what little money 
( they have in carousing. If by any chance they get 
a room, their rowdyism will cause their ejection 
either by the landlord or by the police. Conse- 
quently they have to fall back on the comer or 
some saloon, as their meeting-place. They nearly 
always seek a back street or the wharves, unfre- 
quented by the police. 

Not infrequently these gang oonneetions are 
tenacious in the case of older men, who sometimes 
meet in the back of some store to play *^ forty- 
five," but more often would be found in a favorite 
saloon. In numerous cases a saloon serves as a 
club room for one or more gangs of these older 
men, who are loyally devoted to it. Many of them 
will walk by saloon after saloon thirsty, in order 
to reach a particular drinking place with enough 
money to secure the proprietor's welcome. 
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At this point, it is necessary to give some ac- 
^ count of the young men'eLoIubs, m order that the 
important part that these clubs play in ward poli- 
tics may be seen; for all this network of social 
life is t aken in hand by th ft TO]itiaflbI\ As I said 
before, the gangs which coalesce and form these 
clubs are the most respectable ones. They are led 
to do this partly through a desire to have a warm 
room, and partly because they are tired of standing 
on the comer and meeting the rebuffs of the 
policeman. Then such a club opens up the free- 
dom of the district, socially, to them. The first 
month or two is a trying time for every new club. 
Each gang composing it is likely to have a candi- 
date for the principal offices ; and frequently the 
first election is the occasion for a quarrel between 
the rival gangs, which breaks up the club before 
it is well begun. There are about eight of these 
clubs in the particular section which I know best. 
The dues range from twenty-five to fifty cents per 
week, and the club pays usually from $25 to $85 
per month for its room. 

Nf'^rly nil -d tihn elnbi huTfi p^ Ann^mnn p«Q- 
gramme. In the first place, each club, without 
any exception, give^ a ball jeacL winter i^ some 
large hall. The tickets invariably sell for fifty 
cents. These balls are important social functions 
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in the district. As a rule, they are well managed 
jfinancially, one club clearing $165 last winter. 
Then besides this annual ball, each club has a 
^^ 8ociaU^-«Boa,ajif^k. This is a dance of a lower 
type than the balls, being interspersed with comic 
songs, humorous recitations, and buck dancing. 
About the same class of girls attend all the socials ; 
they go from one club to the other. Almost with- 
out exception they are &ctory girls, and nearly 
all of them are bold and vulgar. It is a curious 
fact that the members do not want their sisters to 
attend these dances ; and their custom is to leave 
the girls with whom they have danced before they 
reach the street. If you should enter the room of 
one of these clubs on the night of a social, about 
ten o'clock, you would have to push your way 
through a crowd of fellows blocking the entrance 
and massed against one side of the room, nearly 
all smoking, with hats on, and making ^^ cracks '' 
and "breaks," as they express it, at every new- 
comer. 

Another feature of these clubs is the smoke 
talks. They are always held on holidays, and 
sometimes on Sundays. Several barrels of beer 
are on tap; and tonic is ordered for abstainers, 
but they are few. The smoke talk usually be^ns 
in the afternoon, and lasts as long as the beer 
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does. When the end comes, those who are sober 
are in the minority. For entertainment there 
are comic songs and buck dances, but the princi- 
pal feature is the story-telling. There are some 
fellows who tell such a good story that they get a 
considerable local reputation and are much sought 
after for these occasions. The singers, dancers, 
and story-tellers are in fact so many strolling 
merrymakers, and are welcome at all the clubs. 
Fancy a room dim with smoke, men freely drink- 
ing, some arguing, some maudlin drunk, some 
cross and pugilistic, others funny, a half-tipsy 
story-teller reeling off a yam in one part of the 
room, and presently the noise of a brass band 
or the click -click of the buck dancer, and you 
will get some idea of that queer thing, a smoke 
talk. 

Each club has ite unemployed, who live no one 
knows exactly how. Some clean up the room and 
thus save their membership. The fellows who 
work supply them — in part out of good-nature 
and club feeling — with drinks and tobacco. The 
room is open in the daytime, and here those out 
of work can come and play cards and loaf. This 
contingent is known as the " day club." Very fre- 
quently they are the companions of girls who work 
in factories; and receive weekly subsidies out of the 
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girls' earniuga. In some cases they impose npoo 
their mothers or sisters who work, and thus secure 
their board at home, and perhaps a little pocket 
money. 

The worst dance halls are^ery nearly allied to 
the clubs, for all the balls havs their special client- 
age. This clientage, like the club, is made up, 
though not so distinctly, of gangs. Consequently 
at nearly all the halls, the dancers are known to 
ottQ another, and have more or less loyalty for the 
ball. At one ball a large group of fellows attend, 
nearly all of whom have stylish light coats and 
dudiah attire, even if they do not know where the 
next meal is coming from. In wintor their mis- 
tresses support them. In summer these men are 
fakirs and go to Nantasket and the beaches, and 
in the fall they take their gambling outfits to furs 
at Brockton and elsewhere. 

The description thus far of the gang, the social 
dub, and the dance ball, shows that the politioi^ l 
does not need to deal with individuals. . iieady at 
hand are these varioua aocial centres _iiu -him to 
make use of. 

In addi^on to these social groups which take on 
a political character at election time, there are l 
usually in the tenement-house sectiona jevei^Ldis- 
tinc^ .-political Jiluba. Standing at the head of 



THE BOOTS OF POLITICAL POWEB 123 

these clubs is the ^^ machine club." It is now 
quite the custom of those in control of the party, 
and known as the ^^ machine," to have such an or- 
ganization. All the men in the ward having good 
political jobs are members. In one local club 
it is estimated that the City employees belong- 
ing to it draw salaries to the amount of $30,000 
per year; in another club, outside the district, 
$80,000. It is natural that all the men in these 
clubs are anxious to maintain the machine. It 
is a question of bread and butter with them. In 
addition to City employees the various machine 
workers are enrolled. The room of the club is 
ordinarily very pleasant. There are, of course, 
in these clubs the usual social attractions^jiinBiig' 
other things poker and drinking. At the la^ of 
the club stands the boss of the ward. 

So much for the organizations which are manip- 
ulated for political ends. The various typical ac- 
tors in ward politics must now be described ; first, 
the boss, his lieutenants, and '^ heelers. One of 
the bosses whom the writer knows is fairly typicaL 
He is considered the ^^ prince of jolliers," on ac* 
coimt of his alluring ways. He has for many 
years been in public office of one kind or another. 
His early opportunities were small. His native 
abilities, however, enable him to fulfill his official 



124 TBE BOOTS OF POLITICAL POWEB 
duties with real effectiveness, — when political 
business does not interfere. As he not infre- 
qoently plays the role of Warwick in politics, 
he gets a glimpse of larger worlds to conquer. 
These, however, can exist for him only as tan- 
talizing dreams, for the lack of that edncatioD 
possessed by many whom be brushes aside and 
scorns. He does not reap the rich harvest which 
comes to the members of his craft in other cit- 
ies. He does not carry with bim any of the 
obvious signs of marked prosperity. He would 
probably not refuse greater spoils, however. The 
possibilities in that direction in Boston are lim- 
ited mainly to deals in connection with con- 
tracts for Ci^ works and supplies. The great 
corporations can only be nettled ; they cannot be 
leeched. Their larger privileges are decided upon 
by the legislature. Even the licensing and police 
powers are retained by the State, tt ia-Jcjome 
extent the love of authority that urges tbe boss 
on. He knows his power, hia mastery_ OTeE_infln!_ 
There iaone quality which this typical boss has 
that gives bim a sort of moral leadership. He 
makes many general promises which he never 
intends to fulfill, but a specific promise he usually 
keeps. He is distinguished among the politicians 
of the city as^gg a man of .lua .word. This is 
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honesty or sagacity, as you choose to look upon it. 
There must be a certain degree of honor in divid- 
ing the spoils of politics, and the politician must 
provide something with which to feed his hungry 
followers. The jobs that he tries to get for his 
followers, however, arelaoT'seeured as the private 
employer seeks men, — for efficiency. The motive 
of the boss in seeking favors from thejCit^ovem- 

menrTs"^3jlifl^f\Ta]^rnraffl^ him .and^te jgMdn- 

tain himself. In this, forsooth, he considers him- 
self as merely going the way of the world. He 
is to a large extent justified in so thinking. The 
highly respectable contractor or corporation man, 
for instance, who directly or indirectly makes cor- 
rupt deals with him, does so because ^' business is 
business." The boss enters into these deals, and 
goes through the rest of his programme, not be- 
cause he likes to, but because ^Mt 's politics." Both 
are caught in the toils of an evil system. 

The boss has reduced to a science the knack 
ofjdoininating men. If a " jolly " or the " glad 
hand" will not carry his point, he can quickly 
frown. The frown of the boss is supposed to 
carry terror to the hearts of those to whom he 
has rendered favors, or who expect jobs. This 
is easily accoimted for, as without Jbis .approval 
no one in the ward can get a City job. 



1 
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On the whole, partly for the love of position 
and power, and jpartlj^om a^good heart^ the boss 
enjo^a.jidUig^ good tmsi^ for men. Stories are 
told by his admirers of his generous deeds. For 
instance, he has been known to pay the funeral 
expenses of poor people who have no insurance. 
At Christmas time and Thanksgiving he gives 
turkeys to certain needy families. Dance tickets, 
baseball passes, tickets to the theatre, railway 
passes, and so forth, — which cost him nothing, 
beingjsimply incidental results of his tools in the 
common council or the legislature votings " right," 
— are distributed with wise discrimination. He is 
always ready to treat. Some go so far as to say 
that if he died to-morrow his friends would have to 
pay his funeral expenses. This all soimds very 
generous ; but the chief admirers of the boss can- 
not deny that when the supremacy in the ward is 
at all endangered, he makes capital of all his good 
deeds. In other words, every man to whom he has 
granted a favor is made to feel that the boss ex- 
pects a vote. 

I do not see how any man in his position, how- 
ever good his character to begin with, could do 
otherwise than use men as checkers on a board. 
His ambition to boss the party in hiaLward neces- 
sitates his looking upon men continually from the 
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point of view of votes. The logic of the boss 
system demands this. Votes are his business, — 
they mean money, power. The boss can never be 
a disinterested member of society. He is forced 
to make men act and vote with him, — the weaker 
their wills, the fewer their convictions, the better 
for him. He gives another drink to the drunk- 
ard : he has a vote. The on ly morality he seeks 
in lueo is kyaUy tojbi^ The merit system he \^^ 
regards always with a horror and indignation which 
would be amusing if it were not so serious. 

I said the boss knew how to domineer. For 
instance, two years ago his rule met with consid- 
erable opposition. A group of men got together, 
put up a fairly strong ward and city committee, 
and selected one of their number to run for warden, 
as a guarantee of an honest caucus. The boss 
grew suddenly active. He quickly visited about 
half the men on the ticket. Some he warned that 
if they ever wished a City job, he would oppose 
them ; others he smiled upon, promising them elec- 
tion to an office later on, or a position in a City 
department if they would only withdraw. He 
came to the room of their leader, having learned 
that he had some intention of running for a certain 
office later on. Almost before greeting this man, 
the boss demanded that he withdraw his name as 
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warden from the oppositioD ticket. Bringing his 
fist down on the table, and growing purple in the 
face, he swore with a horrihle oath, that if this 
man did not withdraw his name, he could never 
be elected to any office in the ward. 

The boss is always strictly orthodox in his poli- 
tics ; he is intensely partisan. Independency is the 
onpardonable sin in his eyes. He grows really 
eloquent over "party harmony;" he storms and 
raves, he plots, he pleads, for party harmony. He 
is really in earnest. His constituency like this 
loyalty of his, too. He deceives them. Sometimea 
he deceives himself. HQ^alKajS-^dKSft.b&^e^^r* 
that party harmony .bxi)lgS-.£Baatar..]Kffty_sacce88, 
more patronage^ larger favors from corporations. 
Party harmony does not mean to the boss the 
greater ascendency of party principles ; it stands 
to him for good business, greater returns. 

I will speak here of one more characteristic of 
the boss, reverting to some of his ways later on 
in deBcribing the caucus. Political gossip is in- 
tensely interesting to a great many people. The 
boss makes the most of this interest. He knows 
how to keep a secret and be also has the art of 
telling as a secret what he wants published on the 
housetops. There is something very flattering in 
having the boss retail to yon the political gossip 
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of ^^ downtown." He does this the most effec- 
tively at the club, or at a saloon, where a crowd 
quickly gathers. In this role he is quite at his 
best when he speaks in scathing terms of some 
opponent, or perhaps the '^ fight " at a recent con- 
vention. It is racy, pugilistic talk. It is cheap, 
but it keeps the boss in touch with the crowd. 
If washed down with a drink, it makes the boss 
a good fellow, ^' one of our kind," the idol of 
the tough element, — and the tough element tell 
mightily in a caucus. 

There are certain lesser figures characteristic of 
ward politics known as ^' heelers." They do the 
dirty work. As a rule, they prefer to serve the 
well-established boss, as he can best protect them 
if they are found out and prosecuted in the execu- 
tion of their villainy. As a rule, a ^^ heeler " is 
broken-down ^^ bum," afraid of work, fond of hu 
cups, in touch with loafers and the semi-criming 
class, more of a fox than they, energetic enougl 
in a campaign, possessed of a strong dramatu / ; 
sense, loving the excitement of ward politics witl 
its dark plots and wire pulling, glad to be liftec 
into temporary importance by having money U 
spend on the " boys." 

Some personal touches may make the heeler a 
little more real. One whom I know wears eye- 
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glasses, whicb are in picturesque contrast to the 
unsliaven face, filthy white Bhirt partly hidden by 
a frayed necktie, and more filthy clothes sadly in 
need of repair. Once, on the eve of election, — 
when therefore he had some money in his pocket, 
— I remember be had on a clean collar and a new 
tie, bat the shirt was still dirty. Perhaps his ambi- 
tion stopped short of a clean shirt — it meant jnst 
so much drink. He lives with a " policy writer " 
and occasionally helps him in his work. In real- 
ity a bar-room loafer, he knows the semi-criminal 
class and " bums " better than any one else in the 
ward. He is just as fond of loafing as the idlest 
one of the lot. Ck>Q9eqiieotly he is known to them 
as " their kind," but bis intelligence and " gift of 
the gab " make him a leader. He has a *' frog in 
the throat " voice, which becomes barely a croak 
by caucus night. His method of buttonholing and 
poking out his head at a man, in very earnestness, 
is well calculated to be convincing. He really has 
considerable managing ability; and if be were 
clean for once and had a new suit, you might 
easily place bim as a factory manager or a captain 
in a regiment. 

Another heeler I know of moved into the ward 
some time ago from a tough neighborhood. He 
was the best fighting oock on the street. He is 
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only a little fellow, bat can stand no end of *^ pun- 
ishment." Whether his reputation rests as much 
on the number of blows he can give as on the 
number he can receive, I do not know. In addi- 
tion to his pugilistic reputation, he is known as a 
" pool shark." He plays very successfully a game 
known as '^ one ball," which is very popular in 
many billiard rooms on Saturday nights. In addi- 
tion to making money by this method of gambling, 
he is another example of that rather numerous 
class of unspeakably diseased and dissipated men 
who keep company with and share the money of 
certain prostitutes, too frequently browbeating 
them, and occasionally scouting for their victims. 
In the gambling fraternity, of which he is a shin- 
ing light, he has of course a following which he 
can command. 

Another heeler who is fairly typical comes of a 
rather respectable family and lives at home. He 
is a hard drinker and noted fighter ; he occasion- 
ally gets arrested. Once in a while he secures a 
City job and does a little work. He knows how 
to throw down a half dollar in this or that saloon 
in the most approved fashion, and call for a gen- 
eral toast to the success of some *' regular " candi- 
date. For four or five years he has been a caucus 
checker. In a tight election he is noted for his 
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ability in deftly copying from tiie check list, late 
in the evening, names of those who have not voted, 
— so that they may be used by *' repeaters." He 
is also like many other heelers in standing on 
the comers and about saloons and, according to the 
expressive language of the district, *' chewing the 
rag,*' — which signifies arguing. 

It is a curious fact that there are many men 
belonging to the loafing and semi-criminal class 
who, because of their nerve, can repeat at a caucus 
so deftly that they are regarded as '^ expert repeat- 
ers." They ar© known to the^boss or his^heelers, 
and are often employftdJft 6to&e^etectii),M^^^^^ 
of course feel fairly secure under the protection of 
the boss. One fellow whom I know boasted to me 
that in a certain election he was driven from ward 
to ward, changing his disguise occasionally, and 
voting eight times in the course of the day. On 
inquiry, I found it was in all probability true. 
Another man has a City job, but seldom works. 
He is a '^ valuable repeater," useful to the boss ; 
the City pays, and the boss is strong enough to 
make his tenure secure. There are fellows who, 
without thought of doing wrong, repeat once in a 
while for some friend up for office. They are ac- 
counted respectable young men in the community. 
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They say, " The others do it ; we 've got to do 
it to win." 

Besides the boss, his lieatenants, and his heelers, 
there are usually in all tenement-house wards a 
large number of aspirants for some elective office ; 
together with the incumbents of such positions 
and some retired politicians; They all have their 
clientage. Occasionally one will find a man who 
is honest, and really wants to see an honest caucus, 
honest legisktors, and civil service reform. Such 
men .are few in number, however ; and while a 
candidate of that kind will always be lauded in 
the campaign circulars by his followers for his 
honesty, his best friends will secretly wonder and 
shake their heads at his eccentricity. It is impos- 
sible to convince the knowing ones that any candi- 
date is not ** out for the stuff." 

Me n with a trade, or small cCTtractors^ will tell 
their friends openly that they want office because 
it~jdll, .Elp3jfeguto'JKpiir"T>iiHinftss. Apparently 
no thought enters their minds that they are seek- 
ing office for wrong ends. Furthermore, such an 
argument is forceful with numbers of the rank 
and file of voters. The painter expects a City 
contract ; the yoimg man desiring a liquor license 
not infrequently seeks to go to the common council 
for a '^character recommendation," in order that 
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he may the more readily secure a license. The 
point of view of the majority of candidates and 
voters, too» 19 that the niupiclpal government is 
theirs to use. Of course, all these men have their 



following. Some are friendly to the boss, others 
not. 

In analyzing ward* politics, it is necessary to 
understand something of the morale of the vari- 
ous groups of voters. As to race complexion, 
J in the local wards the I rish voters p revaiL Next 
in number are the Jews. There is a good spri^- 
kling of "Yankees," a term which for political pur- 
poses includes the British element. Foreigners 
other than those mentioned do not cut much of 
a figure in politics. It goes without saying that 
the greatest degree of political activity is found 
among the Irish. The Jews, however, are com- 
miiencing to take considerable interest in politics. 
The most earnest and unselfish of them are Social- 
ists, but some of them are quite as keenly after 
the main chance as the Irish politician. In one 
of the wards of the district^ there are five hun- 
dred Jewish voters. In justice to them it must 
be said that it is as yet early to prophesy what 
their position in politics will be. The social rela- 

1 The district includes Ward 7 (except one precinct), Ward 9, 
two precincts of Ward lO, and parts of two preoinots of Ward 12. 
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tions of the Irish and the Jews are not very cor- 
dial. There seems to be a special antipathy ordi- 
narily on the part of the Irish for the Jews. Not 
so with the Irish politician. He solves the race 
problem in short order. He fraternizes with the 
Jew, eats with the Jew, drinks with the Jew, and 
dickers with him in politics. 

I have spoken of the large number of young 
men enrolled in social clubs, and in describing the 
activities of the clubs have suggested the character 
of their members. In these wards there is a large 
number of men in the employ of the City, chiefly 
as laborers. I have already referred to the loaf- 
ers and semi-criminal class. Many of them live 
in lodging houses. Il is ia tradition among these 
men to stand in with the boss. If they get into 
trouble with the police, he frequently comes to 
their assistance. Through his help, the case is 
sometimes quashed or the sentence is abridged. 
This is the rough contingent that always attends 
the caucus and drives many respectable citizens 
away. 

In noting the various classes of voters in these 
wards, it is also necessary to keep steadily in mind 
th e large _^i]Tr^^^ ftf _r"^"^^,^y/^!L, men. In the 
study of ward politics this factor has not been 
sufficiently appreciated. I do not refer now to the 
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loafers, but to the honest unemployed. The num- 
ber of men who are abnost ready to fawn upon one 
for a job is simply appalling. Ask those in the 
settlements, at the charity headquarters, the mis- 
sion churches, or the workingmea's resorts, and 
they will tell you the same story. Some of these 
men are looking for political jobs. Consider the 
bold the boss can gain npon them. The few secure 
* JqIli the many get promises. Those who get 
jobs are the slaves of the boss. He does not make 
the work, and there is no credit in what he does, 
but you cannot blame them for their slavery. 
What is the honest use of their suffrage compared 
with bread? Acco rd in g to the etl iifiR "^t tt",**'*^ 
trict, a man who receives a job is under the most 
sacred obligittioDrto-^e. politician who bestowed 
it - The lack of employment, therefore, is one of 
the most important factors working in the interest 
of the boss and boss rule. 

There is still another group that must be men- 
tioned. There is in these wards a considerable 
number of young men ^o regard politics as El 
Dorado. They are poor but ambitious. Many 
of them have received a fairly good education. It 
more and more requires a** friendly pull "in order 
to secure a good position in business. In busi- 
ness, too, they have to meet strong prejudices 
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of race and religion. Politic8ji,:^ft^ei:efprej is for, 
them apparently the easiest way to success in life. 
In every ward such as we are describing, there are 
a few conspicuous examples of men living in com- 
fort, who are reported rich, and have made their 
money in politics. It is told you, for instance, 
that the mother of one of these men lived in a 
garret and went barefoot oat of sheer poverty. 
Thus the clever young fellow is encouraged to try 
his hand. Politics means business. Moral scru- 
ples are brushed aside. Victory at the caucus is 
the gateway of fortune. 

The q^oon in its relation to politics has al- 
ready been referred to somewhat, and one need 
only touch upon it here in order to give it the 
proper place in this picture of ward politics. In 
each ward of such a section as this, it is safe to 

» 

say that there are five or six hundred men who are 
more or less influenced by the political talk of the 
saloon. A fL has aljaady been nhfrwuj gangs often 
use particular saloons as club-rooms. The men 
who frequent the saloons are, almost without ex- 
ception, the men who attend the caucus. They are 
n aturally influenced a great deal by the saloon- 
keeper, whom they see almost daily. Drink ing 
ma kes men sociab lejjmd^ if a ba^rkft eper is g iven 
money with which to treat thft boys, even the 
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fairly respectable men^who are at the bar, irfter 
a round of ijjinks^ look with favor upon the saloon 
keeper's .candidate. The saloon is thus the place 
where political opinion is formed very quickly, 
and the opinions formed there are soon circa- 
lated through the community by the " saloon gos* 
sips." No man who wishes to become elected in 
these wards disregards the saloon. Other things 
being at all equal, the man who has the greater 
number of saloon keepers on his side will surely 
be elected. 

The method of aaa^sing and registering men is 
one of the most effective means of securing a con- 
sideral^Ie vote. This is attended to mainly by the 
ward heelers. Much of the work of having men 
assessed and registered before election time is legit- 
imate ; much is perjury. For instance, in a close 
election, if the candidate cares to spend the money, 
be can commission these heelers to draw in ac- 
quaintances of theirs, men from other wards or 
men without a fixed address, wbo for a slight con- 
sideration are willing to be assessed and regis- 
tered. The law provides that a man can vote 
only in the ward where be lived on the first of 
May previous to the election. Some address is 
given the man, and he and the heeler swear that be 
lived there on the first of May. A certificate is 
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given, and by virtue of the certificate the bearer is 
allowed to vote. If the warden of the caucus does 
not stamp the certificates, they can be used over 
again. The men guilty of these corrupt practices 
could be detected and prosecuted, but they are 
not. For lack of witnesses it would be very hard 
to make out a case. The ethics of the district 
would brand evidence giving as '^ squealing," and 
the life of a witness would be made unendurable 
thereafter. 

In ^^^gjjly ^11 t^Ufiinfi^^-^^^^qft varf°i ^"^ party 
is stroujgly in the major it y.^ Such Jaeing. Jbe 
casQi^a^ nomination at the caucus usually means 
anjele<5tion_at the polls. The caucuTls th^rfefore 
the place where the real contest occurs. There is 
no single event in the ward that can equal the 
caucus for interest. It is a scene where the various 
gangs meet, as so many tribes, and fight for suprem- 
acy; where ambitious young men strive together 
for a '^ start " in life ; where fortunes are made 
and lost ; where sensational attempts are made to 

^ The minority party of this district is left out of acoonnt be- 
cause of its local insignificance, not because of its freedom from 
oormpdon. In City elections it has money to spend. At snch 
times useful heelers and leaden of gangs, belonging to the ma- 
jority party, often depart for a few weeks from their regular 
allegianoe. 
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" down " the boss ; it is a scene where a strong, 
rough, " jollying " personally tells as in the good 
old days of the fighting barons. Again, it is a 
busy mart where men are bought and sold, a place 
where the drunkard can get the price of another 
drink, a place full of surprises, of unsuspected 
combinations, of damf^ng cironlars sprung too late 
for answer, of small leaders fighting under new 
banners. It is besides the great social event for 
the men of the ward, when they gather in crowds 
and push and jostle and " jolly " and joke, and yell 
for their faTorite, and bet on him as they might 
bet on horses. It is, moreover, a leveling event ; 
an event in which the *' thug " feels, not as good, 
but better than his more respectable neighbor. 
Finally the caucus is a place of action. It is the 
great ward drama — full of strong human touches, 
too often potent in tragedy to free institutions and 
the common welfare. 

In case a boss is likely to be strongly opposed 
at a caucus for the election of ward officers, ha 
can afford to spend a large sum of money in his 
campaign. How mnch he can afford to spend is 
in the m^u simply a question of business — of 
addition and subtraction. He stands, aside from 
the ambition to rule men, to get as much as possi- 
ble out of politics for himself and the "gang." 
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It is not necessary, usually, to spend much money 
direct for votes. Beer in the saloons, ^^ beer par- 
ties" at the social dubs, and ^' house parties," 
getting work for the leaders of doubtful gangs, 
bailing a member of a tough gang out, employ- 
ment of heelers to assess and register men falsely, 
and '* circulars," are some of the common methods 
employed both by the boss and by his opponents, 
the '^ mongrels." Beer parties and house parties 
are time-honored institutions. The beer parties 
are conducted in much the same way as the smoke 
talks already described. Tickets are issued, and 
sometimes two or three hundred attend. A beer 
p arty is held for the purpose of making the friends 
of the candidate '' solid," and of gaining recruits. 
There are certain heelers and local leaders who 
figure largely at such times, and are known as 
^* beer party orators." The speaking of the can- 
didate and his friends amidst smoke, sandwiches, 
and beer, is always personal. The fact that the 
candidate is a ^^good fellow" is the chief theme. 
Issues are not referred to. The house party is a 
flmallfir gatharing^ hrM at tiie home ^^ the candi- 
date early in the campaign. Those invited are 
principally his lieutenants. Invitations are issued, 
however, very seductively to the certain small 
leaders who are not *' fixed " as yet. The strong 
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camaraderie indaced by the beer, sandwiches, and 
other refreshments, makes the planning which is 
done at such parties much more eager and effec- 
tive. This social feeling creates temporarily a 
new gang with all its loyalties ; for the sentiment 
is quite strong in these wards that those who 
attend such parties shall vote and work for the 
candidate giving them. 

The ward committee usually indorses certain 
machine catididates before the caucus. This is 
not iilways done formally. Sometimes it is sim- 
ply understood. The cause of such a candidate 
is then the cause of the boss. The system is of 
course unfair and undemocratic. In the caucus of 
the party, all men should be on an equality ; none 
should be ticketed '^ regular," none ^' independent." 
The situation is, however, a natural result of 
gang rule. Let us assume that a man is run- 
ning for office, — for the Massachusetts House of 
Kepresentatives. This will help to bring out in 
clear relief the advantages possessed by the boss, 
and the impossibility to a respectable man, not a 
gang man and without gang connections, of over- 
coming the start of the machine-indorsed candi- 
date. It takes four or five hundred votes to win 
a contest. In such wards there are from one hun- 
dred to three hundred City employees. Then there 



\ 



THE BOOTS OF POLITICAL POWER 143 

are a large number of those who are '^ looking for 
something." As a result, it would be impossible 
for a man of strict honor to throw off such a handi- 
cap, however able and genial a man he happened 
to be. In an ethical calculation, those ^'dead 
votes" do not count ; in reality they count as much 
as votes representing honest conviction. These 
men vote as the boss wishes. Add to their votes 
those of the men who can be bought with a drink, 
or who can be falsely registered, — and from these 
sources alone there are two or three hundred votes, 
perhaps more. Every such corrupt vote neutral- 
izes an honest one. In this analysis of machine 
votes, we have not taken into account the ^' popu- 
larity votes." If the candidate has been the leader 
of a gang from boyhood up, has graduated from 
the grammar school, is a good fighter and a good 
fellow, knows the social code of the saloon, and 
has a dash of respectability in dress and appear- 
ance, — he is popular and a successful candidate. 
In tha.caadidatdft of thesftwajrds, perspp.^!, j)opu- 
larijar is almost essential ;. tha rinftstiQn.^pf^tness 

for the office cuts little or no fieaire. Here again 
the best men of the district must often meet fail-^' 
ure. 

The caucus is the scene where all Jbhifl-network 
of social life and these varioua typical characters 
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in ward politics come fully into play. On entering 
the caucus room at 7 P. m., one would see a line 
stretching on two sides of the great hall and reach- 
ing into the street. Men fill the hall and the yard. 
All along the line are the various lieutenants of 
the different candidates peddling the tickets of 
their favorites. The candidates themselves usually 
stand in line where they can speak to their friends 
and give them the ** glad hand." All is noise and 
action. Men push each other along the line in 
good-natured rough fashion. The ticket peddlers 
poke their cards into each successive face from 
the gate to the rail, and loudly call the names of 
their patrons. As the evening wears on, curious 
yells are given for the popular candidates, an- 
swered by cat-calls from the friends of their oppo- 
nents. Perhaps a rough, jolly gang will throw up 
some fellow into the air, and as he comes down 
knock his hat in. Occasionally the disputes of 
rival heelers will issue in a fight. All around, one 
will see a fine assortment of *^ bums " going from 
candidate to candidate and quietly ^^ touching " 
them for a half dollar, a quarter, or even the price 
of a drink. To refuse is to be called a ^' hinge," 
—and stinginess is the most unpopular sin in the 
ward. Young men with ball tickets, benefit tick- 
ets, and other such things to sell will also go from 
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candidate to candidate. To refnse to bay is dan< 
gerons. " Tou ghing " is an art of whic h a caucus 
produces many deToteea. 

Heelers may be seen passing out to a neighbor- 
ing saloon with a group of men, and sending them 
back to vote *' right ; " perhaps giving them tickets 
and a name to vote upon. There are many men 
who never attend a caucuB. Their names repeat- 
ers can use with little fear of detection. Fre- 
quently the right of a repeater to vote is loudly 
challenged by the opponents of the machine. Then 
there ia an excited rush to the rail. As a mle, the 
warden, all powerful, only turns his back, or smiles 
sardonically.' 

In this boisterons crowd the boss walks as a petty 
sovereign. In close contests he has, of course, 
all the machinery described, social and political, 
in good working order. He is there now to put 
into execution plana already made, and to meet 
** emergencies." Occasionally he stands near the 
entrance of the bootha scanning each passing 
voter, amiling and chatty, or scowling and gruS, 
always masterful, hypnotizing many men into 
doing his bidding when they had otherwise made 

1 It mnit be nuneniberad tti»t at tiniM the MOOiu i« Ttrj 
"tumioniouB," — vhen the bo« hM dinpOMd of all oppodtion 
InadvuM*. 
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up their minds. In meeting candidates opposing 
those of his choice, he jokes with them or looks at 
them witheringly, as serves his purpose. If his 
opponent has brought out a new worker, he usu- 
ally seeks an introduction, smiling and affable. 
Occasionally in a close contest he calls some effec- 
tive worker of his opponent aside and makes him 
a tempting offer, provided he will get '^ suddenly 
sick " and drop out of the game. Such an offer is 
carefully adapted to suit the case in hand. The 
boss tries to keep postod on the 'j wants " of each 
man. It is important infoimation in the compli- 
cations of ward politics. 

In the course of the evening a repeater may be 
arrested. As the man is hurried out of the place, 
a great crowd following, the lieutenant of the boss 
runs to the police station to ^'make it all right," or 
to go bail. In the mean time, the boss finds the 
^^ informer," and before an admiring and much 
impressed crowd denounces him for '* swearing 
away a man's liberty." His tones are so dra- 
matic, so earnest, so morally indignant, that faces 
quite unused to seriousness look ludicrously grave 
and convinced. It is pure buncombe, but the boss 
knows his audience ; he gains many votes to com- 
pensate for his slight loss. 

If it happen to be a caucus in which the oppo- 
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sition grows stronger and stronger, he may be 
seen darting here and there holding excited con- 
versations with some local leader or with one of 
his own workers, or perhaps sending some heeler 
to secure more voters or engage a noted repeater. 
*^ Bums," the semi-criminal class, his own imme- 
diate and more respectable followers, are all in 
the caucus room ready to be manipulated at any 
such crisis in whatsoever way seems to him best. 

At last the hurly-burly 's done; and the boss 
can look forward again to long months of peaceful 
possession. Most of those who have ventured to 
oppose him will soon seek his favor. Breaches of 
any consequence will quickly be healed ; and the 
united strength of a dominant party will again, 
as always before, make the final election to office 
mere dumb show. 

This unconscionable affair — which occurs at a 
point within fifteen minutes' walk of the Public 
Library and Trinity Church — is thus at once the 
climax and the r^sum^ of local politics. It is cal- 
culated to arouse sombre reflections; for under 
the American system, the primary election is the 
nestling-place of our liberties. 



CHAPTER Vn 

CRIMINAL TENDENCIES 

In the district covered by these chapters, crime 
outright consists almost wholly of isolated of« 
fenses. These are not confined to any one local- 
ity or section, but may happen anywhere through- 
out the entire district. In the South Cove even, 
with its traditions of lawlessness, crime is hardly 
more frequent than elsewhere. Indeed, there are 
to-day n o criminal centre ^ in th^ Sottth I^^tii^. >- 
Broadly speaking, life and property are as safe in 
one part as in another. 

To be sure, there are not wanting neighborhoods 
which would seem to furnish the right background 
for deeds of violence, with their courts of tall 
buildings into whose rooms but little sunshine 
ever finds its way ; their blind alleys with dwell- 
ings in all stages of dilapidation; and an occa- 
sional single house so shut in on all sides by high 
blank walls, that were it at the bottom of some 
cuion its isolation and gloom could hardly be 
greater. But these in many cases have known no 
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darker drama than that of human wretchedness 
and despair. 

NoJLoaljLa^reJher 

tricJLhuL-SfiaafiTfidjB^^ i^ 

nature are comparatively infrequent. The shoot- 
ing of a man as the result o{ a quarrel, the murder 
of a woman by her husband in a drunken rage, 
the killing of a man on- account of jealousy, and 
two or three murderous assaults with intent to rob 
comprise the sum of those within the past three 
or four years. Minor crimes, however^ are not 
uncommon, the most frequent or^ese being rob- 
beq|LQ£..aame kind. Small boys, usually in gangs, 
pilfer wherever they can, especially from vacant 
buildings. Older thieves snatch pocket-books on 
the streets ; and sneak into hallways and rooms 
for whatever they can find. There is but little 
breaking and entering, partly because the crowded 
population makes this difficult, and partly because 
such a quarter offers few inducements to the pro- 
fessional burglar. 

Some idea of the extent of crime in this dis- 
trict may be had from the nu mber o f^arrefijajnade 
here in one year. The district falls within two 
p^ce divisions, the Boston and Albany Railroad, 
which cuts it in two unequally, forming the divid- 
ing line between them. There were arrested by 
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the police of Station 5 in 1897, 3625 persons ; and 
by the police of Station 4, y^hich covers many 
downtown streets, fiiE26L persons. By a careful 
estimate, one third of the former number and^one 
fourth of ih. latter resided within our district 
Nn Ifigg than ?!fiftft TTrrfrnnn living in this part of 
the South Endy,thflreforfi, wez&...an:ested_during 
that year. As one would expect, the giQ^^Q)i&' 
jority of these were arrested for^runkenness. '/ 
The number of arrests throughout both police 
divisions for larceny was 469 ; for ass§utt^..^8 ; 
brpAking and enterj|T^g^ 72.; and maliciosflu. mis- 
chief ,42*^ The district under review, it should be 
remembered, covers only about half the territory 
included within these two police divisions. 

Comparat ively free as the district is from crim es 
of the more serious kmd, it is neverdiele ss infest ed 
by suspicious charac ters of all sorts. The number 
of such persons arrested by the police of the two 
stations during 1896 was 520, a good proportion 
of whom, it may be assumed, were arrested within 
our bounds. Why so many lawbreakers of one 
kind and another should resort here, while their 
fields of operation are elsewhere, is explained by 
the general accessibility of the district, by its pear- 
ness on the northern side to great railroad termi- 
nals, and by its many lodging houses of the lower 



CBIMINAL TENDENCIES 161 

gr ade in wh i^^ ffonrralmflnt is nrmny Naturally 
more of this class are to be found in the immediate 
neighborhood of the railroad stations than else- 
where. Albany, Hudson, and Tyler streets are 
especially frequented by them. 

All the wrongdoers tobefound^jnthe^^ 
how ever, are not m <?rf fiftjftWTTfi^ ^'" ^*'- Not a few 
belong here. The number of men and women who 
have *^ done time,'' chiefly for drunkenness or dis- 
orderliness, is very large. A straggling procession 
of such offenders, with an occasional thief or mur- 
derer, is continually passing to and fro between 
this part of the city and the various penal institu- 
tions. As a consequence, a sentence to a term of ^^^' 
imprisonment affects but little one's standing in 
his own estimation or in that of his circle of 
friends and acquaintances. The offender looks ^^ 
upon himself, and is looked upon, as merely un- I 
fortunate. He fell into the hands of the law while I yj 
others equally culpable escaped, — that is all. Not \ 
infrequently his mishap is a subject of jest to him- \ 
self and his acquaintances. He is ^' going into I 
the country," if sentenced to the inebriate hospi- I 
tal at Foxboro or to the reformatory at Concord ; \ 
or ^' going to the seashore " if sent to the House ^ 
of Correction on Deer Island. There is often, of 
course, some sense of shame on the culprit's part, 
but a sense of contrition is rare. 
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The prese nce of so many resident oflFenders c an* 
not b e accounted for so easily ^ that of thft P^- 
ing l awbreakers. Central situation, contiguily to 
raiboad stations, lodging houses, will not explain 
it. It is due in large part to the social conditions 
that exist here. There are tenement courts in 
which the dense crowding of the poorest people of 
all sorts, resulting in lack of individual or even 
family privacy, absence of anything like decent y 
standards of living, familiarity with debasing sights ' 
and sounds, and contact with the vicious and de- 
praved^ ihducedjif It does not compel, the devel- 
opment of the worst morbid tendencies. A child 
bom in such a place is ahnost predestined to a 
vicious if not criminal life. 

Beside the immediate conditions which foster 
the *' microbe of criminality," there are many and 
varied agencies of evil which furnish further in- 
citement. Many of the billiard and pool rooms 
are centres of such influence. Here the baser sort 
congregate, and exchange the latest criminal news 
and the gossip of the underworld. But the pool 
rooms are a less serious source of corruption than 
they would be if there were bars in connection 
with them. Happily a police regulation forbids 
the sale of liquor in these places. In not a few 
instances, however, they arjd next door to saloons. 
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Besides the saloon, which affects fully J^^If the 
local families as abaaefulageiicjr^the cheap thea- ^ 

tres are injurious, less because of the plays they 
present ihsai because of the kind of person that 
loiters about them. 

The real degradation of this district, then, con-'T^ ^ 
sists far less in the crimes, great and small, com- \ 
mitted here, or in the lawbreakers of various \ 
kinds and degrees that resort here, than ii\ the §|^- 
istence of jConditiQns and of agencies which make t^ 
crime easy and £a.cin.i».i;'S" virtue ha;d and . 
unattractive, for the people in geueraL ^lompara- ^""^ 
tively unproductive of graver crime, the dist rict 
is most prolific in vice an d immoral ity. Drunk- 
enness^and^ ^prostitution flojiirish rankly . Both 
are involved together with crime, but each has 
also an e:d8tence more or less by itself. 

Gambling, which usually is associated with all\ 
these, has been reduced in the South End, by I 
police vigilance, almost to the vanishing point. / 
Boys match pennies, negroes indulge on the sly 
in policy, and the Chinese play fan tan. With 
these exceptions there is now but little gambling 
aside from playing for drinks in pool rooms and 
saloons. Nearly all the arrests for this offense are 
among the Chinese, who are brought to Station 4 
in groups of from two or three to twenty or more. 
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Grambling is so much a part of the life of that 
race that it cannot easily be dislodged from among 
them. While the Chinese remain here, patrol 
wagons filled with them will continue to drive up 
to the police stations. 

The number of places where liquor licenses are 
held varies year by year. In 1897 it was almost 

sale liquor establishments, restaurants, and sa- 
loons. About one hundred of them were ordinary 
bar-rooms. This, it should be remembered, is in 
an area of less than three quarters of a square 
mile. 

Besides the lioeBsed plaeoft for the sale olliquor 
there is a considerable number of resorts where it 
is so ld ille gally. These are called ^^speak easies." 
How numerous they are cannot be determined. 
Unquestionably, however, their number has de- 
creased since the appearance of the saloon-hotel, 
with its special privilege of selling liquor after 
eleven at night, and on Sundays and holidays, — 
the very times when the " speak easies " do their 
best business. To be sure, the sale of liquors out 
of saloon hours by the saloon-hotel must be in 
connection with meals, but these need consist of 
nothing more than a piece of bread. Competing 
with the unlicensed bar-rooms as it does, along 
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their own lines, the saloon-hotel must have the 
effect of pushing them to the wall. Wherever 
liquor is now sold surreptitiously it is for the most 
part merely an accompaniment of worse things. 

As one would infer from the number and vari- 
ety of drinking-places, the liquor habit, in some 
degree, is very general thro ughout this section. 
In certain neighborhoods it is practically universal 
among both men and women. Women, however, 
are forbidden by police regulation to patronize 
the bar-rooms. To avoid the offense of turning 
would-be customers away, some of the saloons dis- 
play the sign, *^No drinks sold to ladies." In 

There were arrested for drunkenness in 1897 by 
the police of the two stations covering our district 
6960 persons, one third of them undoubtedly liv- 
ing within the district's limits. When it is remem- 
bered that only the more troublesome drunkards 
are arrested, some idea will be had of the amount 
of intoxication that exists here. 

As to the causes of drunkenness, so far as they 
can be got at, some act here as they act every- 
where, and some are involved in local conditions. 

Ch ief of the gene ral causes is t hft oT^ jnn g j^ r 
e^it ement. The poor man drinks in the midst 
of his lack, just as the rich man drinks in the 
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midst of his surfeit. Both, in the ordinary round y 
of their lives, seek^ a st imulus to lift jfliena^ out of 
th^^in^Etia.' Social instinct, also Jl§aj(lg^the way 
to intoxication. In addition to these influences, no 
doubliiriarge amount of drinking may be traced 
directly to morbid appetite, induced by immorality 
of different sorts. 

Of the causes operative here and not every- 
where, poverty easily comes first. Drink and pov- y 
erty have a complicated reciprocal bearing on each 
other. Poor food, insanitary surroundings, mean 
homes, lead to drink; and in turn foUow from 
drink. The saloon rises out of conditions that 
poverty furnishes, and at the same time perpetu- 
ates those conditions. 

If one of the results of poverty is a more f er- . 
tile source of drunkenness than another, it is the 
abs ence of resou rce in the poor man's life. Under 
the-^S^^r^F^i^ or-eS-ergency, Ae Ach man has 
many ways of escape. The poor man has almost 
no means but drink for establishing a counter-cur- 
rent to any emotion that may strongly possess 
him. He drinks, therefore, in times of sorrow and 
in times of joy, when overtaken by adversity and 
I when visited by prosperity. TVjnk is hia ftasififlt 
I and most.jdicect..way_ovsr<iha.j:fiatraint^ 
\ narrow and hard lot.. 
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Crime and drink are bound up together in some-/^ 
what the same way as poverty and drink. The 
criminal drinks becausehe represents a low grade 
of physical M^r^-^^^^^^^^^ 

the mpro. hopeleaalfi^caaroinali.. But the abuse of 
alcohol is by no means universal among the crim- 
inal class, especially where success depends on 
cleverness. 

Drink is often not at all involved with either 
poverty or crime. Here as elsewhere it is bound 
in with social custom^ and casu^l^actjuaintances 
resort to the saloon as a matter of course. The 
saloon as a club for certain gangs has already been 
mentioned. In general it undertakes to be a club 
merely in the restricted sense of having, in many 
eases, a tolerably well-defined group of patrons, 
who come to have certain privileges. With a few 
exceptions the saloons provide no seats. Most 
of them have but limited free space outside the 
bar. Loitering here after the drink is finished 
is not encouraged. Indeed, the loafer will be in- 
vited to give way to new arrivals. In the case < 
of the poor man the street is his hospitable club 
rather than the saloon. Here he will meet his 
companions, resorting to the saloon for drinking 
only. There are two or three German saloons 
that provide chairs and tables, and here men may 
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pass the entire evening over their beer, papers, 
and games. But the constituency of these re- 
sorts is necessarily limited. The gilded saloon, 
¥rith its welcoming warmth, its cheery light, and 
other enticements, where, for the price of two or 
three glasses of liquor, the poor man may pass an 
eyening with boon companions, hardly exists in 
the district. 

The reason for this is the necessity of good 
order imposed by the Board of Police ; and as all 
screens are forbidden, every passing citizen is in 
effect a police officer. Under this same constraint, 
the saloon does not in every case use all possible 
means to increase its trade. While it may re- 
sort to various devices for drawing men in, as the 
free lunch, pugilistic news, and baseball returns, 
yet there are instances where it intentionally cuts 
down the sale of liquor. It is somewhat surprising 
to find that a sedative is not infrequently given, 
unknown to the customer, to lessen the morbid 
craving. There is a firm that has the curious 
business of manufacturing such a sedative, which 
it sells in large quantities to saloon-keepers 
throughout the city. Some saloons, also, appar- 
ently do not try to force their trade much beyond 
the demand already existing in their immediate 
neighborhoods. 
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Far more serious than drunkenness is the shad- 
owy but ever-present curse of _prostitution. It is 
much more deeply rooted in the South End than 
in any other parfc of the city. The most casual 
observer cannot fail to detect some signs of its 
presence. He might not see any direct solicita^ 
tion on the street; but his attention would be 
drawn toward certain young women with some- 
thing in their manner or dress calculated to attract 
notice. Usually two of these go together. Some- 
times they hurry on as though intent on reaching 
their destination iu the briefest time possible ; they 
brush against the passers-by, and respond with a 
careless laugh or pert remark to any chance greet- 
ing. At other times they saunter along seemin^y 
engaged in earnest conversation with each other, 
but quick to catch one's eye and to greet effusively 
whoever may address them. 

These young women represent only one grade 
of the general class to which they belong. Even 
since becoming members of the underworld they 
have seen more prosperous days, and have gravi- 
tated down to a lower plane in their erring, sor- 
rowful persuasiiHi. In almost every case they are 
beginning to suffer the extreme consequences of 
their manner of life. Some of these women dis- 
appear from the district after a time, only to re- 
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appear months later. They are said to travel on 
a regular circuit, stopping in a place for a few 
months or until they become known to the police. 

Above the level of the woman of the street are 
those who promote their calling in private and by 
indirect^jgaeuufi^aDd ther^isa atUl^higher^grade 
made up of women who are not married to the 
men with whom they associate, but for the time at 
least are faithful to them. Then there are not 
wanting abandoned types still lower than the ordi- 
nary woman of the street, who frequent the cheap- 
est eating-pkces and kitchen bar-rooms, and wait 
at the doors of the meanest saloons; or prowl 
around docks and marshes in company with sailors 
and tramps. 

Estimates as to the number of this general 
class, even at the lowest, are sufficiently startling. 
From the very nature of the case, however, these 
estimates must be very largely a matter of opinion. 
The line of demarcation which separates this class 
from the rest of the community is of course some- 
what indefinite ; and in most cases it would be a 
matter of much difficulty to identify the individual 
members of the class. All that can be said as to 
the number of women in this part of the city living 
in iUioit relations is that it is large and consti- 
tutes not an inconsiderable fraction of the local 
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population. It would be more difficult still to give 
any sort of estimate as to the number of the men 
who are more or less involved. They come from 
all classes in the community. It is likely, indeed, 
that these unrecognized accomplices of the ^^ social 
evil" stand in somewhat the same proportion to 
the population in every section of the city as the 
women culprits represent in the South End. 

Another sign of this evil is the "imbf^ ^"^ 
nppAyytTififl of ^hfit hotels pf *^^ A't^^r^^f These 

hotels, more numerous than one would expect in a 
section of this kind, are quiet during the day and 
apparently almost deserted ; but as evening comes 
on they undergo a marked change. Office and 
bar-room begin to fill up. Parties of men and 
women arrive on foot or in carriages with increas- 
ing frequency. As late as midnight, and well into 
the morning, the places are brightly lighted from 
top to bottom. 

Accordin g^ to report and outward evidence, the 
l arger number of these ko tels a re, to a^rea ter 
or lesse xtgnt, plgoe s of assigna tion. Women fre- 
quent the supper rooms, where they are known to 
be present and can easily be sought ; and hither 
resort women and men in company. From time 
to time these hotek are the scene of unimaginable 
revels. When one of them becomes too notorious 
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it is suppressed for a time. It soon opens again, 
however, with some change of front, but the same 
real character. None of the leading hotels in the 
district has kept the same name for any consider- 
able length of time. 

A tendency on_tiie^artjof^the„8alop^^^ 
into imalT hotels has akeady been spoken of. 
Each year of late has added to the list of these 
saloon-hotels, although at present the policy of the 
Board of Police seems to be to restrict their in- 
crease. Certainly in many cases the returns from 
the additional Uquor privUege are not sufficient to 
justify the maintenance of the number of rooms 
required by a hotel license. Neither can the cafds, 
with one or two exceptions, be an important source 
of income. Of ordinary hotel constituency, there 
is practically none, so far as this district is con- 
cerned. 

There is one almost weird aspect of this de- 
graded life, which has already been suggested in 
the previous chapter.^ Here and there in doorways 
and on street comers one will notice a young man 
and woman, each having distinctive characteristics, 
talking earnestly together. Often the girl seems 
to be pleading with her companion. The young 
man represents that most detestable type, the 

1 See pagee 122, 131. 



CRIMINAL TENDENCIES 168 

« lover.'' Wherever prostitution prevails, this type 
will always be found. It results, undoubtedly, 
from the desire of even the most abandoned wo- 
man to have some one man's special regard. The 
^' lover " exercises something of authority and even 
terrorism over his mistress. He compels her to 
contribute to his support, while he idles away 
much of his time in pool rooms and saloons. 
Until recently the headquarters of the " lovers " 
of our district was a pool room on Washington 
Street, where a group could be seen at almost any 
time of the day or evening. 

Not the least pointed indications of prostitution 
are the frequent signs, massage, manicure^ clair- 
voyant, and even millinery or dressmaking. In 
many instances such signs are, without doubt, hon- 
est advertisements, but not in all. An investi^ 
gation instituted not long ago by an experienced 
social worker disclosed the fact, that in some 
instances, at least, these were merely the cipher 
signs of immorality. In some of the places vis- 
ited, — which had been selected as the most suspi- 
cious, — there was no pretense whatever of carry- 
ing on the business advertised, and the ulterior 
motive was found to be really the only one. 

Solicitation is not confined to such places. It 
occurs on the street, but usually in ways so subtle 
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as to escape the ordinary observer. In some quar- 
ters/however, it is so open and bold that it could 
hardly fail to be noticed by any one. Until re- 
cently one passing along a certain street would 
hear voices behind the blinds of nearly every 
house, inviting him to enter. In another stneet, 
equally ope n solic itation is still made. 

So much for the more direct and obvious way 
of observing the evil of prostitution in the district 
under review. We can approach it on quite dif- 
ferent sides by means of the police records and 
medical reports of the district. While the ob- 
server might see it on the side of its morbid fas- 
cination, these data present its revolting outcome. 
In 1897 the police of Stations 4 and 5 made 243 
arrests for offenses, more or less heinous, coming 
under this general head ; a large proportion of 
these presumably in our district. The medical re- 
ports bear witness to the ramifying effects of this 
curse, through showing the prevalence of diseases 
directly traceable to it. 

From whichever side we approach prostitution 
in our^istrict, we STu imuiessuQ bv llU IhMflitude. 



It -is not too much to say th at it has its haunt s 
throu^Eout the lenf]^h and breadth of the district . 
No section or 'SiipFofEooa7=:^Sr^5^ ahnost 
say, no block — is free from it. And yet, not- 
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withstandiiig that it is so widespread, the bnrdeo 
and horror of it might be somewhat alleviated, 
did it not stand for every sort of perversion of 
rudimentary feeling and instinct. St. Paul's do- '' 
scriptioQ of the complexity of immorality in the 
heathen world might be applied with the utmost 
literalness, word by word, and phrase by phrase, i 
to this district. 

The aggregate enormity of all this, while it may 
continue to excite our wonder, will cause less sur- 
prise as we study the district itself. It is , to begin 
with; a natural meeting f lace. Then its tradi- 
tions are on the side of moral laxity. Formerly 
for a period of years this district was left pretty 
much to its own devices. All sorts of evils 
flourished here with but little, interference from 
any source. The lower half of the South End 
was regarded as a hind of moral waste. All this 
is now much changed, but the tradition remains. 
Immorality still persists in expecting to be freer 
from molestation here than elsewhere. 

Still de eper reasons for the str ong lo cal in- 
trenc hment of prostitu tion and all that is akin to 
it are to be found in local social conditions. Here 
is a dense lodging-house and tenement-house pop- 
ulation representing all nationalities and every 
grade of middle-class and working-class existence. 
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"^ A large proportion of this population consists of 
unati^acked individuals, free from the usual re- 
straints of family and community life, and hav- 
ing, in many cases, but the most meagre resources 
^to draw upon for recreation and entertainment. 

Some tenement-house quarters, especially indu- 
cive to crime, are at the same time rife with 
certain forms of immoraUty. Tenement - house 
life, in general, — except in tenements of the high- 
est grade, — can hardly escape what is mean and 

^ low. In many cases, the familiarity shown by 

, children of the tenements with wrongdoing of all 
descriptions is extremely shocking. The horror 
of this would be lessened were not the children 
always liable to become to the full extent the vic- 
tims of the conditions under which they are con- 
demned to live. GirLs of tender years are lured 
into a life of shame. Boys come to man's estate 
with their whole nature corrupted and ruined. 

^ Drink, in adult life, is the fatal logic of such an 
adolescence. 

J Lodging houses also, in a different way, con- 
stitute a fertile soil for all this noxious g^wth. 
The variety of people thrown together promiscu- 
ously in lodging houses is a matter of constant 
surprise. For instance, in a house of about an 
average grade there were at one time : a bus- 
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band and wife, the former a professional spirit- 
ualist, the latter a lecturer for a prominent tem- 
perance organization; a woman with a son who 
attended the high school during the day and in 
the evening acted as usher in a leading theatre ; a 
workman in a laundry ; a bartender ; and a news- 
paper reporter. The woman who kept the house, 
although a loose character, was very active in tem- 
perance work. 

The lodgers need not have much to do ¥dth one 
another, or even know each other ; but t he ver y^ 
f rQediui^-o£-I(Mlgia£j}guse ^relations^ is. xeij;: Jikely 
to result in relaxed morals. The almost universal 
absence of a ^common p arlor where the lodgers 
may receive their visitors, especiaUy those of the 
opposite sex ; and the lack, in general, of suitable 
provision for the reserves and proprieties of life, 
tend still more to break down social and moral 
barriers. 

Three types of lodging houses may be distin- 
g^hed: those where every sort^ pjLiccegularity 
goes on, but in an unorganized way ; those out- ^ 
wardly respectable, but sheltering more or less 
wrongdoing within ; and those that a« truly re- 
spectable. 

A house of the figt^t^jrpe furnishes temporary 
shelter to the wholly irresponsible, if not criminal, 
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element in the district. Visitors arrive and de- 
part at any hour of the day or night. Men and 
women lodgers pass in and out of each others* 
rooms indifferently. If it is of the lowest grade, 
Negroes and white people may be found lodging 
under the same roof. A house of this class is not 
infrequently the scene of robbery and sometimes 
of murder. This and the seemingly respectable 
type of houses are perhaps the most numerous, 
but the third class is well represented. All the 
houses of this class, even, are not always free 
from wrongdoing, notwithstanding the vigilance 
of those keeping them. Indeed, there are relatively 
few lodging houses in the entire district upon 
which the shadow of suspicion never falls. 

As to organized houses of prostitution in this 
district it is difficult to speak with exactness. 
Undoubtedly they exist, but police vigilance is 
diminishing their number and is leading those 
which still remain to observe order and seek ob- 
scurity. Whole streets once given over to such 
houses have been recovered by the police. Within 
a few years one of the most notorious streets in 
the South End has been completely transformed ; 
and it is now, imder a new name, quiet and law- 
abiding. More recently the houses of another 
such street have been broken up and their inmates 
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scattered through this and other parts of the South 
End. 

It is curious to note that after a neighborhood 
has been cleared of the haunts of evil, its houses, 
after remaining vacant for a time, gradually fill 
up with Jews, for the most part. This may be 
easily accounted for by the depreciated rents of 
the vacated houses and by the indifference of the 
Jews to the reputation of the locality where they 
live. There are instances where Jews and Negroes 
occupy the same houses in some of these reclaimed 
neighborhoods. 

Like most great poor quarters, the district under 
observation has developed a Bowery of its own, 
around which centre the excitements of vice. 
Those who come into the district to do wrong un- 
doubtedly come first of all to the theatres, small 
dime museums, and other places of amusement 
along Washington Street. These, together with 
the saloons, pool rooms, all-night restaurants, and 
all the excitements of this street, give the fasci- 
nations of vice their full chance. When the work 
of the day is over, crowds of pleasure seekers fill 
the sidewalks; hotels and theatres become bril- 
liant with lights ; the hurdy-gurdy jingles merrily ; 
and the street is changed for a time into a sort 
of fair, where evil offers itself in many attractive 
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guises. The spectacular nature of its great thor- 
oughfare is to the district a source of incitement 
vice. 

what it is, — accessible, conges ted, ov ershadowed 
by i ts past, having its^ jingering crowds and^ its 
great amusement resorts^j^-^rostitution will < cer- 
tainly be rampant here. Police raids may break 
up its organized centres, dislodge it from this or 
that haunt, and effect a change in its method ; but 
they are not able to stamp it out, or even greatly 
to diminish it. And yet raiding is by no means 
futile. It pushes prostitution into the background 
and prevents it from flaunting itself boldly and 
defiantly in the face of all. What is of more 
importance, however, it inspires the inhabitants of 
the underworld, through a wholesome fear of the 
law, with a feeling of insecurity in their abandoned 
course. An evil that every moment is fearful of 
attack fails of many of its worst results. 

So much for the criminal tendencies of the dis- 
trict as a whole. There are certain aspects of 
crime and immorality as seen in the district which 
go with different industrial and racial groups. The 
economic bearing of these things is important, 
though elusive. The relation between poverty and 
drink has been touched upon. There is a gradation 
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of crime on the basis of skill. The unskilled labor 
class will develop here and there a burly rufiBan. 
The housebreaker must almost necessarily be a 
mechanic. The clerk purloins or falsifies his ac- 
counts or forges his employer's name. Among 
women the several different types of prostitution 
represent the different industrial grades. The 
lower i7i>es are recruited predominantly from the 
inferior ranks of women's labor, domestic service 
especially; the higher types, which include a 
smaller number, from store and office employ- 
ment. The source of evil, from the economic 
point of view, isjthat the woman, like the rest of 
the world, 8$»eks a higher standard of freedom and 
oppQrtunUy...than that which she has. There are 
doubtless occasional instances in which women are 
practically driven into sin by want; but these 
are rare. The more common case is almost as 
pathetic, — where wages are less than five dollars 
a week and about four dollars is pledged in ad' 
vance for board and lodging. It is certain that 
a very frequent motive is the love of excitement, 
luxury, and indolence ; but there are many times 
when the downward step means only that the hu- 
man spirit refuses to be held to the limits of bare 
subsistence. 

All of the tendencies described in this chapter 
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are not to be found among each of the great 
racial g^nps of the district; nor in the same 
degree in any two of them. Drunk ^^^ gs, for y 
instance, is the grea^ jijjai. .of tim-^LmkL-f^fmlLMmH 
The use of liquors, of one kind or another, may be 
more general in some other nationality than the 
Irish ; but intoxication is a marked trait of theirs. 
The number of Irish arrested for drunkenness and 
the misdemeanors and offenses growing directly 
out of drunkenness, is relatively far greater than 
that of any other nationality. On the other hand, <y 
the Irish women_ iaaintaitt,the-Ju^-fitendard of 
chastity which is the distinction of their race. 
This may be traced directly to the influence of 
the Catholic Church, — especially of the confes- 
sional. Comparatively few among them turn to a 
dissolute life. 

The Jews are Qpnspicuously free from the vice ^ 
of intemperance and from sins agidiist the family; 
but in the case of the Eussja^,jK[£Ws, who largely 
predominate in the Hebrew Section of the district, 
they are extremely ^uairel sotne amongj hegaaelves* 
No class here gives the police so much petty 
annoyance as do the Eussian Jews. They run to 
the police station on the slightest provocation to 
enter complaints against the offending parties, 
offering to verify their charges by producing wit- 



CBmnTAL TENDENCIES ITS 

vesses to an^ desired Dumber. There is a wide- 
Bpread snE^icion in police circles that the prospeot 
on the part of the observers of aecnring witness 
fees is often oil to the fires of contention. 
While the Kegroes are peaceable, and on the ^ 

whnlfl tomppn^tp, f^^\i }\i^j),i3Qyfnnma is nQtorioOB. 
In many cases family lines seem to be almost ob- 
literated. Gr^mUing is only a less conapicoous 
vioe among them, and pilfering is by no means 
uncommon. 

A htgh jypfl ^ gftftJ ftir^" is represented 1^ ^ 
the pec^tle from the Tliiliiiili riiiiiiiiniii ; although 
it is somewhat BtMrtiing to find that the ranks of 
pros titutio^t are to a considerable degree recruited 
from amoi^ them. 

Notwithstanding the marked and widespread 
criminal tendencies of t he distrio' ^ i^nnlaring them. 
•el'^ even m an occaa oni^ ^''HOU" ""■"o^ it ig 
neverthel ess far from being lawless or tnrbu lent. 
One who does not go oat <^ his way to give offense 
can visit even the worst neighborhoods without 
suffering molestation or insult. The well-behaved 
are eveiywhere let alone, if not respected. There 
are some hoodlums, but they rarely manifest them- 
selves as such. 

Of course the tenements are more or less noiqr, 
and drunken brawls are not infr«qneDt in them ; 
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but besides the noise and quarreling there is com- 
paratively little real disorder. When the num- 
ber of drinking places is taken into acQpimti the 
number of drunkards on the ^streets is compara- 
tively small. Rarely is^thav^ a-Btreet fight of any 
consequence f- mob ^^oImmm is unknown. A case 
of holding up and robbing some belated pedes- 
trian is reported now and then, but not more fre- 
quently here than in more favored parts of the 
city. 

Th is general orderKness and safety is du e very ^ 
largely, without doubt, to tbe vigilance of the 
TOlice ; but it is due'also in no''smair3egree 1^ the 
character of the people themselves. The Irish- 
man may drink and quarrel, but he is first and last 
chivalrous, and will intercede to protect the weak 
from the oppression of the strong; the Russian 
Jew, whatever bickerings he may have with his 
neighbors, seldom goes far beyond the bounds of 
law and order ; and the Negro, loose as he is in 
character, is usually gentle enough at heart. 

But the district has not always been as it is now 
in respect to law and order. Not so many years 
ago lawlessness was far greater, especially in the 
region of the South Cove. The change for the 
better, year after yeaiv-haa beeo „broi|ght. about 
chiefly by effecti ve police adminis tration. Notori- 
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ous gangs that once terrorized certain localities 
have been broken up; old offenders have been 
driven away or placed under close surveillance ; 
concealment has been made more difficult ; the 
illegal sale of liquors lessened; and prostitution 
driven further and further under cover. The 
improvement still goes on. Each year finds the 
district a little more orderly, — at least in its out- 
ward aspects, — a little freer from tjie graver 
crimes, a little less open in its vices. Just how 
far this movement in the direction of law and 
order will be able to carry us, cannot be predicted. 
But when the law has done its utmost, however 
free the district may be from all other manifesta- 
tions of criminal tendencies, it will still remain 
overshadowed by drunkenness and prostitution. 
The combined influence of all helpful social effort 
in the district must be depended upon for deeper 
and further results. It may as well be said in 
advance, however, that there is no organized force 
yet in evidence which, even were its possibilities 
exhausted, would be equal to these dark and tragic 
evils. 



CHAPTER Vin 

AMUSEMENTS 

Of all the places of amusement at the South 
End there was none so popularipcallj^ and so in- 
teresting and typical in itself, ^Ji.the 9l d QTMf^ 
Dime Museum, at the chief corner of the district, 
where Dover Street crosses Washington, As it 
was before the ohangas made in 1896, by which it 
became the new Grand Theatre, it introduced, or 
shall we say preserved, a certain old-time atmo- 
sphere in the midst of the prevailing oommonplace- 
ness. The scenes presented upon its stage, the 
audience lost in the story enacted, seemed like 
bits of Dickens — incidents and characters out of 
those chapters in the book of life which he made 
so completely his own. Little imagination was 
needed to give to it all a reality and naturalness 
which has been lost in the ^improvements" of 
the past two years. There was a certain quality 
in the plays to be enjoyed even by a person accus- 
tomed to higher types of amusement. The tragedy 
was lurid, the comedy coarse, there was much to 
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grate upon fine sensibilities ; but there was withal 
back of it the red blood of the simpler human feel- 
ings and passions, that made good a multitude of 
faults. The audiences applauded the brave loyer, 
devoted wife, and fond mother ; hissed the villain 
and rejoiced in his downfall There might be 
absence of good taste, but there was plenty of evi- 
dence that the heart was right. 

The old building in which the Ghrand Dime was 
located has had an interesting history. Once 
known as the Windsor Theatre, it later became 
the headquarters of the Salvation Army, and ten 
years ago it came under the control of the present 
owner. Under his management the theatre has 
proved exceedingly successful financially, and it 
has been really useful as a purveyor of amusement 
to the people of the South End and of South Bos- 
ton. It is the great popular resort for these two 
large sections. Every boy and man, many of the 
girls, and some of the women, regard an after- 
noon or an evening at the Dime now and then as 
an indispensable part of their lives. The Dime 
is to them what the theatre, the opera, and the 
symphony are to the more fortunate classes in the 
community. JtJfL-thfiLpnly means by which they 
can obtain the enjoyment that iiTderivedfrbm the 
imagination. That the craving is strong is shown 
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by the crowded houses always to be seen at this 
resort. 

The performance begins promptly at one o'clock 
with variety features. At two o'clock the drama 
opens. Interspersed between the acts is the 
*' olio," consisting of a number of variety exhibits, 
musical, humorous, sleight-of-hand, ventriloquist, 
and athletic The same performance is repeated 
in the evening, beginning at seven. A single pkv 
with its accompanying vaudeville features is given 
usuaUjL.for a week; then there is.a xomplete 
change of bill and frequently of actoia as well* 
The same management has under its control two 
theatres in other parts of Boston, and theatres at 
four smaller New England cities. In 1896 it had 
ten stock companies and a star company. The 
star company, besides playing at the home houses, 
toured through the country. 

Overwrought melodrama has all along had pro- 
bably the chief popularity at the Dime, although 
its reign is not quite so assured as it once was. 
The, startling situations, the portrayal of force- 
; f ul human sentiments and passions, thrill the peo- 
i pie and satisfy their demand for strong eolors and 
"^-^^ broad effects. The manager says that there is 
now, however, more demand for frequent change 
in the kind of amusement. Formerly for week 
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after week the people were content with the melo- 
drama. They never eeemed to tire of it. Now 
they demand an occasional society play with its 
pictures of a life so different from their own. 
Comedy, especially of the Celtic kind, has always / 
had a prominent place in the programmes. 

Man y of tbe_gIa^haTe been the standard and 

pnpiiTni-jjTn.mflQ t^Tiftt/prP^IUIially FI7rTnn<w.f given in 

oth^ thaatres. The old favorites, like " The Two 
Orphans " and " East Lynne," r^ularly reappear 
at the Dime now that they have become too thread- 
bare for the higher priced houses. The plays are 
tonohed up to suit the preferences of the people. 
The ghost is introduced in " Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde," in order to make clear how the victim 
haants the murderer. Local hits and popular 
" gi^ " are brought in. Passing incidents or well- 
known personalities are used as subjects of remark. 
All these efforts meet with ready appreciation on 
the part of the listeners. The nearer home such 
atlusions come, the better they are liked ; for the 
people, with all their love of the romantic, the sen- 
timental, and the improbable, enjoy best of all a 
presentation ofthsaa^Jsatures of existence with 
which they are ^miliar. The vagaries of a'drunken 
mfla^tE ft-fdllieg _of an Irighservant girl, the ax- 
ploits of a policeman, and other scenesTrbm^street 
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and tenement-house life are always and eveijrwliere 
Ii^ed~ wiiiE^Iou? applause. The people^ai^ at 



heart realists, whatever else they may be now and 

then. Like all the rest of us, they measure the 

I world of the imagination by the narrow range 

\ of their own little sphere ; just as did the poor 

^ woman who, on being shown the picture of a f ate- 

; ful scene in the French Bevolution, thought it must 

^ be an eviction. The apparently morbid taste of 

an audience like that of the Dime for the pathetic 

— the family stricken with grief or distressed by 

want, the betrayed girl, the honest man wronged 

by some upstart superior — is really the natural 

outcome of the kind of experience with which their 

round of life makes them only too familiar. 

In the spring of 189& tha old Grand Dime 
dos^ its doors to allow for extensive imprQ^e- 
meots* An enlarged gallery was provided for the 
patrons at the lowest prices. The old gallery had 
been the great refuge for those who had only a 
dime to spare for their amusement. Boys and men 
especially frequented it, and it has probably fur- 
nished enjoyment to more people than any similar 
place in Boston. It was by far the most character- 
istic part of the old Grand Dime. Its associations, 
indeed, were like those of the pit in olden times. 
The scene in the gallery on a Saturday or a Mon- 
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night, when some thrilling melodrama or an Irish 
oomedy held the boards, was one long to be re- 
membered. Eyery seat was taken, and every inch 
of standing room. An experienced observer, run- 
ning his eye over the gallery, could pick out the 
various classes of the people. The comer loafer, 
the out-of-work, the casual laborer, the mechanic, 
and the clerk were all there. The few classes 
unrepresented in the gallery were to be found in 
other parts of the house, — the cheap and flashy 
aristocracy in the boxes, the respectability of the 
district in the seats on the orchestra floor. On 
such a night one got at the Dime a cross-section 
of the population of the district. 

In ^ugugta^JggS^^Jiie, house ^ reopejiftd as the 
New XjbaiuLXhfiatre. In appearance it is at least 
cleaner. The dingy old walls have been showily 
decorated, and an attempt has been made to im- 
prove the ventilation. There is a new drop cur- 
tain on which is painted a picture of the bridge 
over the pond in the Public Ghtrden, with one of 
the familiar swan-boats in the foreground. An 
advertisement occupies a conspicuous place in the 
middle of the curtain. The exterior of the build- 
ing has been painted white, and numerous electric- 
light letters on the front of it fill the street with 
their gkre at night. 
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Among the bills offered since the reopening have 
been « Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," " A Celebrated 
Case," "Outcasts of a Great City," "The Two 
Orphans," " The Clemenceau Case," " Little Hur- 
ricane," " Temptation of Money," " The Brand of 
Cain." Each week there has been a full vaude- 
ville programme. The admission prices remain 
practically unchanged from those of the old Dime 
days. They are ten cents for the gallery, twenty 
cents for the balcony, twenty-five cents for the 
orchestra, and fifty cents for a box seat. 

The feeling of the management seems to be 
that the progranmies presented here have been im- 
proved to the same extent as the building. There 
is greater variety, and better known plays have at 

old place there is a great void. The vulgarity of 
the performance is no longer relieved by pictur- 
esque features. Imitation of the higher priced 
theatres has taken the place of the originality of 
other days. Dickens land is lost to the South 
End by the transformation of the old Dime into 
the New Grand. The crowded houses each week 
would seem to indicate popular approval. The ob- 
server, however, has a secret feeling of regret ; and 
regret may turn to revulsion, especially as there 
is at present a tendency toward low burlesque. 
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Next to the Grand Theatre in importance as a 1^ 
popular resort is its imposingly named riyal, the 
Grand Opera House, on Washington Street, only 
a few steps further on from the comer of Dover. 
The building was intended for a high-class theatre, 
but its situation has prevented it from competing 
successfully with houses more conveniently placed. 
After various vicissitudes it passed in March, 
1896, into the hands of Chicago men, who opened 
it as a popular amusement place with low prices, 
— ten, twenty, and thirty cents. The new mana- 
gers had gained experience in conducting an ex- 
ceedingly successful popular theatre in Chicago. 
Their success there led them to open the Grand 
Opera as an amusement place of a similar kind. 
Their theory, as expressed by the business mana- 
ger, was that the drama draws the women, and 
the variety the men. By including the two in 
the programme a pleasing combination, and an 
exhaustive, is easily effected. 

There was a permanent stock company of about 
twelve leading members, a few of whom have 
played with good companies. Some of the plays 
given were, " My Partner," " The Ensign," " Gal- 
ley Slave," " Jim the Penman," " Mr. Barnes of 
New York," " All the Comforts of Home," " Ha- 
zel Kirke," " Rooms for Eent," " The Vendetta," 
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" Wife for Wife," " Taken from Life," " Our 
Boys." Many of these plays, so the management 
claimed, had never been given at such low prices 
before. As at the Grand Theatre, the bill waa 
changed every.. Yfeek. There were two perform- 
ances daily, from one to five o'clock in the after- 
noon, and from seven to half past ten in the even- 
ing. Beginning at two and at half past seven, the 
^nuM^rassgiven, the intervals before and between 
the acts ^emg filled by^ vaudeville specialiies. 
This house claimed to give an entertidnment ex- 
pressly suited to women and children. One of its 
announcements declared that it was the home of 
refined vaudeville and drama. Another placard 
stated that eveiy day was a *' bargain day." The 
theatre has imusually large capacity, accommo- 
dating about three thousand people. The man- 
agement claimed good success from the beginning. 
Early in their first season, they estimated their 
audiences as ranging from twelve to fourteen thou- 
sand a week. It was nothing unusual to have 
over twelve hundred in the gallery alone. Of 
course with the large capacity of *'the Opera," 
half a houseful was double the number that could 
possibly get into the Grand Dime in the old days. 
At the same time, the running expenses of the 
larger theatre would be considerably greater. 



AMUSEMENTS 186 

At the end of a year a change of management 
ooenrred* The same system of combined drama 
and vaudeville was continued, although innova- 
tions in mechanical effects were promised. The 
now well-known ^* moving pictures" in the form 
of the cinematograph proved to be the chief nov- 
elty of the management. After a brief season the 
house was closed for the summer. In September, 
1897, the Grrand Opera House experienced still 
another change of management. Another effort 
was made to return to the original plan of a high- 
priced theatre depending for its patronage upon 
the wider public of the city and the suburbs. The 
idea of a theatre with popular prices, furnishing 
amusement for the people of the district, was defi- 
nitely abandoned. This last policy has been con- 
tinued with moderate success up to the present. 

The change is to be regretted, for the plan of a 
popular amusement resort, with prices suited to the 
resources of the people of the district, seems much 
more practicable than the one which had been ori- 
ginally tried. The location is a favorable one for 
a popular resort. Three theatres, the Grand , the 
Grand Opera, and the Columbia, are all within a 
short distance of each other. Durmg the winter 
transient shows make their appearance in vacant 
stores near by. Here are grouped together the 
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chief amusements of the South End. Here in the 
future will be the great centre of amusement for 
that "city of the poor" which is rapidly form- 
ing at the South Epd. Here the People's Palace 
of Pleasure and Delight must be reared. The 
imperfect beginnings of such a palace are to be 
found in the three theatres just mentioned, — busi- 
ness enterprises for the making of profit out of the 
craving for amusement in a people who have little 
enough with which to give life its essential gayety 
and joy. 

Like the Grand Opera, the Columbia Theatre 
was intended to be a lifsl^class theatr^^but its 
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situation has interfered with its success. Besi- 
dents of the Back Bay and the suburbs can hardly 
be induced to come to the South End for their 
amusement; ^nrl tlia j^eople of the district cannot 
afford to pay the p rice requir e d to sup port a Jiigh- 
class theatre, Therefore, after various experi- 
ments and several failures, it was found neces sary 
to cater to^ the^ local district rath er^ than_to try 
unsuccessfuUy to attract hither the residen ts of _re- 
moter districts. The failure of the Grand Opera 
and the Columbia to succeed as first-class theatres 



illustrates very forcibly the distin ctness with which 
the district is set off from the so-caUed better j)arts 
of the town.^ People iio not d^ p line to g9 intp i^he 
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business sections in search of amusement, but they 



do hesitate for that purpose to come to the South 
End. 

The prices at the Columbia are higher than at 
the Grand or the Grand Opera, — twenty-five, 
fifty, and seventy-five cents. There are eight per- 
formances each week, on every evening and on 
Wednesday and Saturday afternoons. The variety 
features are fewer and they are introduced in ap- 
propriate places in the course of the drama. For 
instance, in a scene on a levee at New Orleans, a 
number of negroes are collected together and quite 
naturally begin to sing. The effect is less scat- 
tered, but it delays the play, and is hardly so 
satisfactory to those who enjoy the variety. The 
kind of play presented does not differ materially 
from that of the Grand or the Opera, — unless 
possibly the Columbia inclines a little more to the 
sensational in which there is a good deal of shoot- 
ing and where the playwright for a grand finale 
massacres most of his characters. Irish comedy is 
a strong feature of the house. Andrew Mack in 
" Myles Aroon," William Barry in " The Rising 
Generation," and Joseph Hart in '^A Gay Old 
Boy " are samples of bills in the comic vein. As 
would be expected, plays by better known writ- 
ers, and also the more recent plays, are given. 
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*^ A Trip to Chinatown/' ^^ On the Mississippi," 
" Down in Dixie," " The Eainmakers," " The Great 
Northwest," " The Great Train Robbery," " Girl 
Wanted," and " Boy Wanted " have been among 
the attractions of the past year. There is a no- 
ticeable unevenness in the character of the pro- 
grramme presented at this honse. Sometimes the 
bill offered compares favorably with those of down- 
town theatres; again it approaches the level of 
the Grand or the Opera. The management seems 
hardly to have decided definitely to compete for 
the Sonth End patronage exclusively. Accord- 
ingly it oscillates a good deal, and hence the vari- 
ation just referred to. There is usually a change 
of programme each week. The present lessees 
conduct theatres in Brooklyn, Pittsburg, and Phil- 
adelphia ; and they have a considerable number of 
traveling companies under their controL 

The capacity of the house is sixteen hundred. 
The management claim an attendance of ten thou- 
sand a week for their eight performances. The 
galler y with its twenty-five cent seats r epresents 

the lii]yliAftf. jrJAAj^ifl fnr fLi^]]ftf>mpnt by f.hft grA5Lf: 

proportion of the people of the district. There is 
local recognition of a distinct gradation in rank 
from the Grand through the Opera up to the 
Columbia. T he Gran d^andLt^*^ Op ft^ are ti ie I 
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nsuaLjUscesj^^e Columbia is an extrayagance to 
be enjoyed jonljOT rare Occasions. 

During the past year, and especially since the 
Grand Opera House has returned to its former 
efforts to maintain a high-priced theatre in the 
South End, there have been a njuolber of indica- 
tions JhatJlifi-XlokualdaJn.JiUin.^1^^ in 
the oppodtadixection^ — giving u p its former pol- 
ic y of catering to the wider theatre-going public 
of the city, and inclining more and more to look 
for its support to the people (tf'tii»digtrjflii ^^Cut- 
rate tnannees" have been announced, at which 
prices have been specially reduced. Not long ago 
a season of light opera with prices as low as ten 
cents was advertised. 

These three theatres comprise the really popular 
aqiusement resorts of the South End, places which 

minister 



are Intended primarUy^ £qc.juuL w! 
ohififly^to.. this part^ tfi^ city. The entertain- 
ment offered, while very frequently coarse, is yet 
rarely inunoral or suggestive. Omitting the vul- 
garity of much of the humor, it may truthfully be 
declared that ^ ^^^ge part ^^ ^^ t^n^nat^nxMr^^ tt"dfT 

to awalrfln arirA epQtJiop fljlftflg t^^ pai^rnnfl, Brav- 

ery, loyalty, faithfulness, and honesty are virtues 
frequently j>ortrayed, and alwaja app1andfld-by the 
audienQfi^A . Much more can be said in favor of 
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the moral inflnence of the local melodrama than of 
many of the productions of our so-called first-class 
theatres. In general, objectionable features are. 
much more likely to be found in the higher-priced 
theatres than in those which are here described. 
The re \rj^ howgyer, a ch eap theatre just beyond 
the inner limits of the district wLieh paiideralo^he 

\ demand for the suggestive or the immoral. The 
bills teem with features which are just within 
the bounds of decency required by law : not in- 
frequently, too, it transgress es even such limita- 
tion. From its location so near the South End, 

^ it undoubtedly draws very largely for its support 
upon the people of this district. But its habitues 
are by no means confined to the South End. Its 
patrons come from all parts and from all classes of 
the people; for the depraved and vicious instincts 
to which it ministers are not the exclusiy:e.poflfies- 
sion of the unprivileged. 

Of quite a dSSerent character from the places of 
amusement that have been passed in review is the 
n^Rf.lft ^qiiarp Th^^^^^i which was opened in 1894, 
for the production of plays by a stock companv . 
This venture not proving successful, a x^hange was 
madejto^^Jli^nmbination JLhoasai jmd successive 
companies presented a varietyof JuIU.of -the usual 
character. The second venture likewise proving 
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unsuccessful, the manager was told to try a scheme 
ofhisown ; that of an opera house, pro ducing ligh t 
a nd grand ope ra at~popular prices. In the spring 
of 1895 the experiment was initiated, first with 
" The Beggar Student " and then with " The Bohe- 
mian Girl." The latter was a great success from 
the beginning. Crowded houses and ample finan- 
cial support gave a complete indorsement to the 
undertaking, and exceptional interest was taken 
in it because of its novelty. 

The stock company consisted of about fifty 
members, eight or ten of whom were capable of 
the leading parts. The remainder took minor 
parts and formed the chorus. As a rule an opera 
was given for a week at a time. Among the 
operas presented were " The Mikado," " Maritana," 
" Faust," " Rip Van Winkle," " The Huguenots," 
" Carmen," " Aida," " Martha," " The Chimes of 
Normandy," "The Pirates of Penzance," "Fra 
Diavolo," " Pinafore," '* Cavalleria Rusticana," " II 
Trovatore," and "Olivette." Grand opera was 
the more popular, probably because it had never 
before been given at popular prices in Boston. 
Light operas were used chiefly to ease up the 
company from the heavy strain of continued work 
in grand opera. As the success of the enterprise 
became more certain, the plan was adopted of 
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having two singers alternate in the presentation of 
a single part. The company was thus enabled to 
do better work. The cast was gradually strength- 
ened by the engagement of superior artists, and 
the repertoire was also increased and improved. 
Behearsals were constantly kept up of new operas 
to be presented and old ones to be revived. Pop- 
ular operas such as " Carmen," " Faust," " The 
Mikado," " The Bohemian Girl," and " The Chimes 
of Normandy," were repeated at more or less regu- 
lar intervals. 

Much of the success nfthin frparatio ftTiMrrimftnt 



was d ue to iho pbili t y o f the o riginal cMaiager. 
With wide theatrical experience, he was prepared 
to cope with the difficulties of the undertaking. 
He possessed a further advantage above ordinary 
managers of popular theatres, in that h e did no t 
ap proach the ia rp e rim o nt sol e ly - ira m the poin t-of 
view of financial profit. — His-fixatimre wasJFor JUl 
artistic success i^andJieJwaa also d^ply^nterested 
in the undertaking jos w effort .to give a good 
performance of opera at prices within the .means 
of the jpeopTe, He was confident, however, that 
money would be made in the end ; and the experi- 
ence of the Castle Square has justified his predic- 
tion. After the success of the experiment had 
become assured, he retired from the management. 
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The patronage of the C astle Sq^u are was of 
c ourse not 1 imi^(^ p} tha South End. Its popular 
prices at all times, and its charge of twenty-five 
cents for admission to all parts of the house 
on Monday evenings and Wednesday afternoons, 
brought it within the means of all except the very 
poor. Still it must be remembered that even such 
a price presents difficulties to the majority of the 
people of such a district as ours. T7lg-!ftrg*^^ p^^- 

^::ij±th- r' — " --^ -^TUTOi:;^— ^^^^ ^^^^ 

circle, from the city in general and fromThe* suT>. 
urbs. 

Musical taste also had much to do with the 
ch aracter of thg^ audiences. Love of really good 
music does not yet exist to any great extent among 
local people. Their demands are fairly well satis- 
fied by the street pianos, the band concerts, and 
the efforts of the poorly trained singer and musi- 
cian such as are found in the cheapest amusement 
places. The possible influence of such music as 
was regularly given at the Castle Square, could its 
influence be brought to bear generally upon the 
people of the South End, cannot be easily overes- 
timated. The c hief criticism ^ thaX^flstlft Stlimrt^ 
which must be made from the point of view of this 
study, is^^aj^sgmehow JjLdidr not fin d ft way- of 
reaching the people in its immediate vicinity — a 
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p-eat working-dasa p opolatjon whicli needs it so 

much more than do the naidfiota .of more favored 

seotioDB. 

Af ter two ve ara of great snccess as a poptdar 
opera^oaflfii__^ g^aBtle Square linS efweiit a com- 
plete change. For the summer months of 1897, a 
stock company for the production of standard and 
new plays at popular prices was announced. The 
summer season proTea~BO"SUcee8BfuI that the new 
policy was continued in the autnmn, and appar^ 
ently the theatre has permanently departed from 
its former plan. 

The change b to be regretted by all lovers of 
mialcTand eepeaallyUy those who are interested 
iflhg £dAlC&tiotiaI'inffuence''bT'BUGh music as waa 
fdmuhed hy the Castle Square. At the same 
time the new plan is interesting as an experiment 
in popular amosement. Standard and new plays 
of a h%h order are given at lower prices than have 
ever before been known in Boston, for such a 
qualify of entertainment Two performances take 
place duly. Amusement of the best character is 
thus provided for the people of die South End in 
one of the most beau^ul theatres in.the city, ^t 
chat]i;eB within the means of most working people. 

The Hollis Stre^ Theatre is located within the 
limits of the district, but it has no more relation to 
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its snmnmdings than the Dmry Lane in London. 
It is perhaps the highest grade theatre in Boston. 
Wflxt jn impnrtMTnw t6 the theatres aa amnse- 
ment resorta are the ntu peroos public haUa scat- 
tered through the district, bnt to be found in 
greatest number along Washington Street. In 
these halls different groups of people gather more 
or less regularly throughout tiie year. Clu bs, 
trade unionSj^and other organizations occupy the 
halls very frequently in a round of annual balls. 
Dapcm gjdgs ses and the socials jco^ected with 
t hem fo imjM!onB£icnou3 part of what goes on in 
tliese balls. Each popular teacher has bis or her 
headquarters where classes are formed, and where 
special instmotion is provided for past and pre- 
sent pupils and their friends. These affairs must 
not be oonfoncded with the low forms of amuse- 
ment to be fonnd in the sailors' dance halls of the 
North End. A few haUs in our district, regularly 
given over to danoing, have a bad reputation. 
The dancing classes and occasional balls, however, 
are patronized mainly by respectable working 
people. Admission is charged for both men and 
women, and the proprieties of social intercourse 
are fairly well observed. These assemblies are 
composed chiefly of young men and young women 
employed during the day, who after their work 
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crave some free and unconventional recreation. 
Though the dancing and the music are rarely 
good, and signs are not wantmg of the influence 
of the stage upon some of the dancing, there is 
little that is seriously objectionable although there 
is much that might be improved. 

Beside the theatres and the social life which 
centres in the halls, there is a varie^i^f nunor 
amusements. 

The Aquar ium, which has recently ended its 
career of a twelvemonth, was the most pretentious 
of these smaller places. To give color to its name 
there were a few glass tanks of fishes. There was 
variedjintertainment of a poor sort in Jthe jwray of 
singingy-4aacing3 sleight of hand, and athletics. 
A s^gfiLshow was given at intervals. There was 
a general ten-cent iidmission, with additional fees 
of five or ten cents for special exhibitions. On 
Shawmut Avenue near its junction with Tremont 
Street, is a small theatre of a still ine^nfir type, 
known3s the RpyaL^ After the completion of 
a j^ogramme of songs wd dances of a vulgar and 
commonplace character, the audience is invited to 
adjpumdoTOstairSj where are arrayed a few arti- 
cles of curiosity, — snakes, fishes, or some stuffed 
animals. In connection with the other attractions 
of the Boyal, there is also a shooting-gaUery. 
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From time to time exhibitionB of a similar cateh- 
penny eliiu-aotet appear in vacant stores along 
Washington Street and remain for varying periods 
of a few weeks or a few months. There is an out- 
of-doors shooting-gallery on Washington Street, 
open except in the coldest weather, where for five 
cents one can have shots at the most hideous look- 
ing figures imaginable. This gallery furnishes one 
of the favorite trifling interests of the district. 
NowMdjhaiiL.a..ffierry^o-round, with its accom- 
panying attractions, establishes itself on a vacant 
lot on Albany Street near Dover, and during a few 
weeks gathers for its owners a goodly harvest of 
pennies and nickels. Not long ago such a show 
stationed on this lot had among its attractions 
aerial svings, an "Eden Mus^ of Wax Works 
and Fine Arts," a " Banmm's What is It," and 
a shooting-gallery. In the evening the scene was 
really picturesque and interesting. There was the 
noise of discordant music, the glare of the elec- 
tric lights, and the gaudy decorations of tents and 
booths, — all in the midst of a dimly lit, squalid 
neighborhood. The seats and the swings were 
crowded with ef^r amusement-Beekers. Located 
in the midst of the tenements, the show drew not 
only the usual crowd of men and boys, but all the 
women of the families, yonng and old. 
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Scattered throu gh the district a re many billiard 
and pool rooms and a number of bowling alleys. 



The saloons, while giving opportunity for a certain 
sort of social intercourse, can hardly be said to pro- 
vide any real recreation. These complete the list 
of all organized South End amusements which are 
the natural outgrowth of the needs of the inhab- 
itants. This list furnishes the local illustration of 
what private enterprise, having in mind the mak- 
ing of money, provides working people for their 
relaxation and refreshment. 

The sights and sounds of the street constitute an 
important part of the recreative resources of the 
district. Their hold upon the people is well seen 
by the sense of desolation which tenement chil- 
dren feel when they go to the country ; or by the 
hesitancy shown by their elders as to removing to 
the suburbs. The patrol wagon, the fire engine, 
the ambulance, the general passing show, and 
even the rows of shops, enliven the monotony of 
an existence in which wholQaama-^aums^afint is 
sadly lacking. 

Fajgily and neighborhood life contribute their 
share of entertainment and variety. Births and 
deaths, weddings and funerals, are made to satisfy 
the demand for excitement and for the exercise of 
the powers of the imagination. The wake still 
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oocasionally takes the form of a melancholy plear 
sure among the Irish population. From time to 
time their generous impulses lead them to arrange 
raffles and balls for the benefit of some unfortu- 
nate neighbor. On any informal social occasion, 
there are always those present who can *' do a 
turn," to the pleasure and pride of their friends. 
The children have their festivals, — confirmation 
in church, graduation from the grammar school, 
and some sort of distinguishing mark given to the 
ay on Christmas and the Fourth of July. Up to 
e limits set by the street and the policeman's 
presence — often the limits are too narrow — 
youthful spirits contrive the same range of sport 
and mischief as they do under easier conditions 
elsewhere. The happiness that belongs to the 
inner life of the family is cultivated much more 
by the Jews than by the Irish ; but the Irish, with 
their constant flow of humor, can develop in some 
narrow back street much of the social ^ve and 
take, and many of the friendly amenities that are 
characteristic of a country village.^ From this 
general point of view there is a pathos about lodg- 
ing-house existence such as the tenement house, 
with home and neighbors, does not even suggest 

^ See the cliapter on ** A Tenement Street " in Bir. Sanborn's 
Moody^M Lodging House. 
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The large amount of work for social improve- 
ment done in our district has one of its best re- 
sults in the way of developing a happier home and 
neighborhood life. It is also t rue that th e picture 
showfl^ Pi f^tin^yfg^ onA ftQiiyfi^s pf eutertainmcn ts, 

whij^jare^gven^ in connection with college settle- 
ments, working people's institutes, and Hiurches, 
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illustrate the possibility of a gradual improvement 
in amusements. The constituency of these is in 
each case limited, however, because they are asso- 
ciated with other interests and in some cases have 
ulterior motives. The real ne^ is for some large 
k public resort which shall furnish amusement at 

V. ' ', ^^ once uplifting and adapted to popular needs. 

* We may easily exaggerate the amount of harm / 

that results from the ordinary amusements of such 
a district as the South End. T he impo Hjg^Tif. pnint 
is not the harm^dotte».but the goodLJeft. undone^ 
The hold of the theatre upon the masses of the 
people constitutes it one of the greatest educa- 
tional fields. Of the principal local theatres, one 
distinctly abuses this opportunity ; one takes hold 
of it in a commendable way ; the others in general 
simply let it slip. 




CHAPTER IX 

THE CHUBCH AND THE PEOPLE 

The district covered by the present ioTestigation 
is provided with a good number of organized reli- 
gions agencies. There are in its half a square ^ 
mile of territory t.wmi ty-^ n flinw-tipa^ — thjaa^e- 
inj^Xloman^CathoIic, seventeen Protestant of van- 
ogs^denominationa, and, two Jewish synagogues, 

besides four rpuPTin mi/uiiifnH^ t.wn pjtrpn nl tht\ 

Salvation- Army, and one corps of .the Volunteers 
of A mai-inn It might Seem, therefore, as though 
the spiritual needs of every nationality, class, and 
type would be adequately met. 

The Roman Catholic churches easily come first 
in size and importance. One of them is German, 
and many of its pto^hioners live in Rozbury. The 
two others, one the Cathedral of the archdiocese, 
together with a fourth on the outskirts of the dis- 
trict, shepherd practically the entire I rish p opola- 
tion. A FreuclLCathdic_ church, a little distance 
away, cares for people of that nationality through- 
out the city. 
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Like most Roman Catholic churches, each of 
these includes within its organization sodalities for 
religious instruction and the promotion of a stricter 
observance of the sacraments; a Society of the 
Sacred Heart, whose aim is to foster a devotional 
spirit ; temperance societies for young men ; and a 
conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
the great charitable organization of the church. 

Besides^Ae usu^d^smd-i^^ aU 

five linlii^^parnAhin.1 Tniftginna atiaa py tW^AA a. yftar. 

These in purpose and method closely resemble 
revival meetings and protracted services. One 
would often find the exhortation much the same 
as he might hear from a conservative Protestant 
pulpit. The aim of the missions is *^ to rouse the 
careless and indifferent, and to excite increased 
earnestness and devotion on the part of those who 
make a profession of religion." A mission lasts 
usually two weeks, one week for men and one week 
for women. While it continues, the church is 
thronged every evening, people leaving their work 
and their amusements to attend ; and a noticeable 
seriousness comes over the entire Catholic popula- 
tion. At such times, and more or less throughout 
the year, workingmen with their dinner pails may 
be seen coming and going from the churches in 
the early morning hours. 
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The activity of the Catholic church centres, of 
coarse, in the clergy. First and above all, they 
conduct the large number of formal religious ser- 
vices on Sunday and during the week, which go 
with their system. They arrange for such special 
services as have just been mentioned, — the actual 
conduct of these services being usually in the 
hands of the priests of a separate evangelistic 
order. In the next place, the parochial clergy 
each have their share of confessional duty. Then 
they have the responsibility of the different organi- 
zations within the church. Lastly there is the 
simple but never-ending round of parochial duties, 
— sick calls, ministration to the dying, and prayers 
over the dead. Each church has, of course, a con- 
siderable clerical staff ; but when it is considered 
that the Catholics of this district number about 
two fifths of the population, it will easily appear 
that the priests are very hard-worked men. 

It seems to be repugnant to Catholic theory that 
the church should enter into the non-religious life 
of its adherents, aside from its traditional work of 
education and charity. The Cathedral exemplifies 
this theory more fully than the other churches, 
partly because it is involved in so many of the 
wider interests centring in the duties of the arch- 
bishop. St. James' Church is well organized for 
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parish work, and carries tbe loyal^ of its people 
to an nnusual d^ree. The yo im^ men are dra wn 
into the great double cboir^jrhifihi&juidfit oneof 
the ablest and most popular nmaifial aoBdaeters in 
Boston. The choir gives oeeasional pubUo veekals. 
The young men's sodalities have social as^well as 
religious features in connection with manj of their 
meetings ; now and then throughout the year vari- 
ooa o ther organizations within the chur ch ha ve 
gatherings for the .sake of recreation and friendly 
aoquMntance. The German church has a pari ah 
house, one of whose uses is that of social h ead- 
rjiiarfji-rB fur t.bfl pg risbioner a. A_bar in the prin- 
cipal hall supplies beer and light wines, and is an 
important source of income to the church. There 
is a flourishing p arochi al school in this building. 
There are small parochial schools for the younger 
children at the Irish churches, but attendance 
npon them is never insisted upon. As a rule, 
the children of Catholic parents attend the public 
BchooU. 

Of the two Jewish syn^ognes in the district, 
onfijs ref ormedj ^ud.dj:aasit3Jarrgfi.aod.Jsell-to-do 
congregation almost vlui]Iy.iromjtj^erji.ectkin8. of 
the city. The Jewish population of the district is 
predominantly Russian, and consequently of the 
orthodox f^th. Connected with the orthodox 
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synagogue is a week-day school of more than one 
hundred Jewish children for the study of the Tal- 
mud, the boys and girls attending on different 
days. Besides the lareer synaeocnies there are two 
J^ ^ of wo4. ta oL^:, which . d^, 
service is maintained. These smaller places are 
the headquarters of Jewish societies which combine 
the functions of public worship with those of a 
benefit club for sickness and death. Other Jewish 
associations hold religious services either in their 
own rooms or in halls hired for the purpose on the 
Jewish new year and the Passover, if not oftener. 
A local rabbi claims that comparatively few Jew- 
ish families in this district fail to attend public 
worship at least occasionally. Their religious du- 
ties are much interfered with, however, by the 
increasing custom of working on Saturdays. 

Of the seventeen Protestant churches and chap- 
els, five belong to the Congregationalists, two to 
the Episcopalians, two to the Methodists, three to 
the Baptists, two to the Presbyterians, and one 
each to the Lutherans, the Universalists, and the 
Unitarians. None of th em has we ll-defined parish 
bounds. Indeedrthe intermixture^TlargeToreign 
elements throughout the district would make dis- 
tinct parishes impossible. Each of them gleans 
wherever it can throughout the whole region. 



206 TEE CHURCH AKD THE PEOPLE 

Some of these churches and chapels, on account 
of changes in the population, have practically lost 
their hold in their respective neighborhoods, and 
can no longer be counted as religious factors in 
the South End. One of the chapels, for instance, 
which was formerly the seat of considerable 
aggressive religious work, now keeps up only a 
small Sunday-school, which includes among its 
members Jews and Syrians. Quite recently, how- 
ever, this chapel has become the headquarters of 
religious and social work among the Armenians. 
A Baptist church near by, although it has a few 
attendants living in the vicinity, draws most of its 
rapidly diminishing audiences from gpreater and 
gpreater distances. Of the congregation of a Ger- 
man Lutheran church which has recently removed, 
not one resided within the limits of old Boston. 
The Norwegian and Swedish Lutheran bodies are 
also widely scattered. These, together with the 
Swedish Methodist and Presbyterian bodies, are 
churches rather of a class than of a locality, and 
need receive merely a passing mention in a study 
of the religious situation in the district. 

The really effective local work of the Protestant 



re Kgious agencie s' is be ing done by five chu rches ; 
and^ eyett. .At-.iihati-l Qnr of them are situated on 
the confines of thedistrict under^reviQw an^ have 
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their chief rapf^ft nf p/^invity wiflinnt i<l1 These 
fi xe fall into two group s : those that preserve the 
tnujition of the old-time family^arch, and those 
which have departed from that tradition more or 
less in order to meet present conditions in the 
South End. 

To the first group belong the Shawmut Con » 
gregatio nal Ch urch anjMrtiQ Tflaffindftn Strfit^t 

Baptist Church. "Rniji ^y^ pTinry^hfta ni ^Iia waII- 

to ^o middle cl ass. The former has yielded to 
the ^^ compulsion of a changed environment " to the 
extent of a popular Sunday afternoon or even- 
ing service ; a reading-room open every week-day 
evening ; and a young men's social and debating 
dub, meeting fortnightly. Its actual membership 
is about four hundred, and that of its Sunday- 
school about three hundred. A small Norwegian 
Congregational body meets in its vestry Sunday 
afternoons. This church owns the property of 
Shawmut Chapel, in the tenement-house section 
of the district, where it carries on a Sunday-schooL 
Preaching services at the chapel are maintained 
by the Congregational City Missionary Society. 

The Clarendon Street Baptist Church, whose 
membership nearly reaches the twelve hundred 
mark, has changed but little in the direction of a 
wider ministry. A boys' brigade, a singing class 

^ The Churoh of the Good Shepherd also affects it aomewhat. 
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open to all, and parish relief, constitute the social 
phases of a work distinctively evangelistic. The 
reason of its strict adherence to what it calls 
" straight gospel work " lies in its profound con- 
viction of the nearness of Christ's second coming. 
The Gordon Missionary Training School, — 
named in memory of its founder, a former pastor 
of the church, — prepares young men and women 
for Christian service at home and abroad. As a 
means of training, members of the school carry 
on a systematic house to house visitation for re- 
ligious conversation and prayer throughout the 
neighborhood of the church ; they visit, wharves 
and cheap lodging houses to hold meetings ; assist 
in rescue missions ; and carry tracts and flowers to 
the sick in hospitals. 

The churches that have broken away from the 
tradition of the family church and are specially 
endeavoring to meet the altered situation in this 
section of the South End are Berkeley Tem ple, 
the T^TT^aii^T^Qjr nii.ii./*|^^ flj^^ gt. RfgjiTiftn^fl. Each 

represents a different denomination, — Berkeley 
Temple, the Congregational ; the Every - Day 
Church, the Universalist ; St. Stephen's, the 
EpiscopaL Thg ^ptt ty^Q rea ch more_ especially 
the unattached 1>oardi2igJumafi.^ndJ[^ 
cl93s; the last, the familieaj2LwgrkijQg.j)[eople. 
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All three specially cultiyate friendly relations 
among their adherents, and ai m to minister to 
man's social and mental as well as spiritual needs. 

Berkeley Temple was the pioneer in this direc- 
tion, and is the largest and most widely known ';; ^ cC_, 
Congregational church in New England. One of 
the most interesting features is the Temperance 
Guildt carried on. by reformed men, through whose 
agency large numbers have been redeemed from 
drin]|ing habits. The Temple, as a part of its 
reform programme, has been the means of jslosing 
Tqanjjliflftrdfirly housofl and prflTCT^tiuc ^^^ op^n- 
ing of several liguor saloo ns in the neighbor hood. 
An organization called the Dorcastry is devoted 
to the interests of working women and girls. 
There are cl asses in gr ammar^German, dressmak- 
ing, gymnastics, china and oil painting, and other 
educational and industrial branches. In these 
various classes, most of which are open to young 
men also, more than two hundred pupils are en- 
rolled. The Berkeley Temple School of Applied 
Christianity fits young men and women for the 
various fields of lay activity. By being detailed 
to regular duties at the church, the students in this 
school acquire practical training in Christian ser- 
vice. 

Berkeley Temple, of course, puts its great em- 
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phasis on the spiritual side of life. Indeed, the 
social, educational, and relief -giving phases of its 
work are valued chiefly as points of approach to 
the spiritual nature. Taking as its motto, *^To 
minister in the name of Christ so as to bring men 
to Christ," it regards rpftding-j^niR^ entertain- 



TnoyifQ^ <>Tinp]^yTnAnUmr eau^ and classes as me ans 
by ^iii^h r^o» t^oy b e brought within heari ng of 
its message. 

^Nine reHgious meetings of various kinds are 
held in the Temple every Sunday, beginning with 
the prayer meeting of the Brotherhood of Andrew 
and Philip in the morning, and ending with an 
after meeting for inquirers at the close of the 
evening service. During the week there are seven 
prayer meetings of one kind or another. All these 
services are patterned after the ordinary type, 
except the Sunday evening service, which is varied 
in character, a stereopticon lecture often taking 
the place of a sermon. At a fair estimate fifteen 
hundred different men, women, and children, re- 
presenting fourteen nationalities, pass through the 
Temple's doors every Sunday. 

It is interesting to note that the Berkeley Tem- 
ple of to-day is the legitimate outcome of the 
original purpose of Berkeley Street Church, whose 
successor it is. When the present edifice was ded* 
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icated in 1860, the pastor of the church said that 
the design was to provide the genial home of a 
missionary church ; and a missionary church in the 
deepest sense, going out to meet men at so many 
points of need, the Berkeley Street Church has 
become in Berkeley Temple. 

Among the features of the work prosecuted by n 
the E very-Day Church are a reading and recre - ^-cm^^ 

ation room wi th a lun^h on^ipjAr in one comer, /^ j "^ 
where coffee, sandwiches and cakes may be had 
at moderate prices ; a Mnderg ar^^^, a l^°^Y ""^^^i 
a stamgsavings bank^jjlasses in muglfi^e wing, and 
c ooking ; a fni it jud flower "Uf^^ioT' ^'" ^^^ «Ti]mp<^^ 
and f^j entertainmentSt U niversity Exten sion 
lectures^ and^social science conference. A small 
fee is charged for the nursery, the entertainments, 
and lectures, and for the use of the pool table. 
Everything else is free. B ^ef is extended to t he 
poor^ an4-n linvjM'i' iimj Itff fftnnnltftd fnvi ftf irhflrgn 
by those nnabla_to fay. 

Like Berkeley Temple, the Every-Day Church 
aims chiefly to be, an eyangelistic^ agency. In its 
final influence it would bring men into a Chris- 
tian life. Failing in this, it would believe that 
it was not fulfilling its real mission. One of its 
religious services is a Pleasant Sunday Afternoon, 
consisting of music, readings, and a brief address, 
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often by a layman. A daily half-hour service, de- 
signed to be simple, quiet, and restful, was main- 
tamed for a considerable time, with an attendance 
ranging from three or four to twenty-five. 

St. Stephen's runs a wider range of the social 
^ gamut in its constituency than Berkeley Temple 
or the Every-Day Church. Aside from the great 
Roman Catholic centres, it is the one church with 
an existence of its own that is situated in the 
midst of the district mapped out and actually 
wrestles with this district's distinctive problems. 
While its chosen field is the laboring classes, it 
includes in its parish not a few residents of the 
Back Bay. R ich and poor meet at its services 
t o engage in ? » ^^ir^'^n w^^^^pj p^p^nt^'^g ^"^ 
of the most Ch ngtiAn flights tA M ^^»*^d in thft 
city*. It has over five hundred communicants, and 
about one thousand souls under its care. Ecclesi- 
astically it is distinctly high church, but not ritu- 
alistic. 

Among the guilds of St. Stephen's are the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew ; St. Mary's Ward, a 
branch of the Girls' Friendly Society; and the 
Guild of St. Elizabeth for women, especially mo- 
thers. A children's laundry, where little girls are 
taught to wash and iron, and a kindergarten, are 
other phases of its work. The two missionaries 
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have on their visiting list about two hundred fami- 
lies of the poor. A new and well-equipped parish 
building, called St. Stephen's House, adjoins the 
church, where also the clergy and several lay 
helpers reside. 

St. Stephen's differs from Berkeley Temple and 
the Every -Day Church in that it comes at its 
social work from the religious side. While they 
would meet men first of all at some point of phy- 
sical, social, or mental need, S t. Stephen's wo uld 
^^jCI! n^ «^"^^ p/^i'w^i- r.^ ppiritr"«^ nftA/1 In Berkeley 
Temple and the Every-Day Church, reading-rooms, 
classes, and temporal relief prepare the way for 
ministry in religious things ; at St. Stephen^s they 
follow naturally from.j:eli£^ous ministry. 

St. Stephen's Re scue Mi ssion for men is an im- 
portant adjunct of the church. Meetings are held 
every evening in the mission rooms, around the 
comer from the church ; and a wood an d coal 
yard provides work whereby men trying to reform 
can eam-lodgij2g^_and meals. A lodging house 
where a night's lodging can be had for fifteen 
cepts is connected with the mission. Attendance 
at the meetings varies from seventy-five to one 
hundred, and during 1897 over fifteen hundred 
men expressed a desire to live a Christian life. 
This mission is now the New England headquar- 
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ters of the Church Army, an organization on lines 
somewhat similar to those of the Salvation Army, 
without its sensational and noisy side. 

The two most unique reUgious organizations in 
the South End are Morgan Chapel and Barnard 
MemoriaL 

When in 1869 the Church of the Disciples, of 
which the Rev. James Freeman Clarke was pastor, 
removed to its present house of worship, their for- 
mer church building was purchased by the Bev. 
Henry Morgan, an independent Methodist minis- 
ter, for his mission then carried on in a neigh- 
boring schoolhouse. At his death, Mr. Morgan 
left this property to the Benevolent Fraternity 
of Churches, a Unitarian organization, with the 
proviso that the work should be carried on by 

the Methodists. Tn^ fhft ^aPA nf M^rg^n (Thapftl, 

tarian nwnrrnhin and MtthiHiflt r^o^^^gprn^^^ 



Morgan Chapel unites evangelistic, recreative, 
educational, and industrial features. It has a vari- 
ety of religious services, with occasional revival 
seasons, and even conducts ^^ cottage meetings " in 
the homes of some of its people, — all of which 
are infused with characteristic Methodist fervor. 
A ctive temperance work goes on . As a means of 
keeping men's weekly wages from going to the 
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saloons, there is a Saturday e vening concert, fol- 
lowed by a social gathering or a temperance meet- 
ing lasting^ until eleven o clock. The chapel has a 
considerable following of the very needy. It sup- 
plies them with temporary work, and after that, 
so far as possible* regular occupation is found for 
them. 

Barnard Memorial, formerly Warren Street 
Chapel, is probably not duplicated anywhere in its 
special function of *V^^^^iro^ ^^^ fihildrPTl " It was 
founded by the Eev. Charles F. Barnard in 1836. 3 
The history of the chapel is one of much interest. 
Since 1832 Mr. Barnard had been gathering about 
him the children of the neighborhood, — at first in 
the parlor of Miss Dorothea Dix, afterward in the 
Hollis Street Church, and later in the old school 
building on Common Street. The picture before 
his mind and governing his activities was that of 
a rg ligion for children neglected by p a fftnta atk I 
churches, and of an attractive placejvhi^;^^ the 
services on Sunday and the insti^uctiQi} wdjajnuse- 
ments on week-days would be suited to a child's 
need. 

Barnard Memorial is still conducted upon the 
lines laid down by its founder. A preaching ser- 
vice for children and a Sunday-school are held 
each Sunday. A free day school opens its doors 
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t o all c^ il^rfTl ?^^n thrftwgh physical or men tal 
disability cannot attend the p ublic scho ols. There 
is a ^oyd class, a kindergarten, and an evening 
school, all sustained by the City. The week's pro- 
gnunme is well filled with club meetings designed 
to furnish instruction and entertainment. 

The religious side of the work of the chapel is 
still held to be of primary importance, — the other 
phases of it being regarded as means of attracting 
children into Sunday-school and church. The 
members of the various clubs and classes, with 
the exception of those maintained by the City, are 
drawn mainly from the regular Sunday attendants. 

However, since Barnard Memorial was started 
sixty years ago, the situation in the neighborhood 
has radically changed. Few if any of its old 
families are left, and the places of those who have 
moved away have been taken largely by foreigners. 
Moreover, the chapel was practically the sole pos- 
sessor of the field in 1836 ; but there are now nine 
other Protestant churches in its old territory. As 
a result of this changed situation, the sale of the 
chapel with a view to rebuilding elsewhere has 
been contemplated. If this sale were made there 
would be another building in the South End 
which, having served its religious purpose, had 
been handed over to other uses. To this group 
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belong already the HoUis Street Theatre, onoe the 
HoUis Street Church ; the Columbia Theatre, into 
which is incorporated the church where Dr. Ed- 
ward Everett Hale began his Boston ministry, 
becoming later, under the name of the pro-cathe- 
dral, a Boman Catholic church, remaining so until 
the present Cathedral was built ; and the building 
on the comer of Washington and Fine Streets, — 
which houses the Salvation Army, but has had the 
now defunct Aquarium for its chief feature, — 
formerly the Pine Street Church, where Professor 
Austin Phelps was pastor for some years. 
^/ The various rescue missions, the Salvation Army 
and the Volunteers of America, dealing as they do 
chiefly with the roving class, affect but little the 
permanent religious situation. Thousands of men 
drift into these missions during the year. The 
Sa lvation Army deak with the casual and se mi» 
cri minal classes mo reujiregt ly^ perhaps, than j my 
other 'iidigiewk.ocgamzation. Six slum sisters live 
in some of the meanest streets, in order to help 
fallen women. At the A^my hftPf^q""Ttf:rff ^ Wnrlr. 
ingaaji!3 Hjot^haa^^h^ are 

lodged at priees ranging horn ^'^^ ^^ MfefiP ^^"*^a 
In connection with this lodging house there is a 
wood yard. The familiar streetKK)mer meetings 
are courageously carried on through a large part 
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of the year. Though the Salvation Army lass re- 
ceives the same consideration and sympathy here 
that is given her in every such quarter, the ^^ war " 
in this district is unfortunately not very successful. 
The meetings at headquarters seem to be attended 
mainly by members of the Army and their direct 
beneficiaries. 

There are two centres of Christian influence 
among the Chinese, in addition to the special pro- 
vision made for them by two. or three churches 
in the way of Sunday-school classes. One is a 
Chinese Young Men's Christian Association, which 
occupies a small building quite near the Clarendon 
Street Church. On the ground floor is a laundry ; 
but on the floor above are reading and recreation 
rooms, and two sleeping-rooms for visiting mem- 
bers. This is the religious and social headquar- 
ters of the Christian Chinamen of Boston and 
vicinity. A service which is open to all is held 
here each Sunday afternoon. With but thirty-five 
members, this association is entirely self-support- 
ing. The other effort is a Chinese mission con- 
ducted by a native in Chinatown. There is preach- 
ing, a Sunday-school, and a Christian Endeavor 
meeting on Sunday ; and classes for the study of 
English are held one evening a week. As to such 
work, it is difficult to tell whether it has any 
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religious value. A few Chinamen are members 
of South End churches. 

Morgan Chapel is situated so as to deal with the 
largest group of colored people. "That neighbor- 
hood also constitutes partof the responsibility of 
Hope Chapel, a useful centre sustained by the Old 
South Church. A colored congregation has re- 
cently established itself Hear the Bradford Street 
colony. 

In a section where 80^iu*ge a part of the popu- 
lation is free from the usual restrain tjof £Eeliome, 
and is Hving out of normal relation s with its sur- 
roundings, maay-farma oLJa ntastio and materi- 
alistic belief might JbeLe:2q)Qcted to find adherents. 
Such phenomena illustrate at once 'the realiiy of 
the religion and the present inadequacy of the 
church. The followers of these vagaries represent 
types of people who under ordinary conditions 
would find satisfaction in some form of Protestant 
worship. S^mtualismjnaJl^^ a 

stron g intrenchment {Er o ughoTit the South E nd. 
flSre are to be found mediums of every kind, — 
clairvoyants, palmists, astrologers, magnetic and 
inspirational healers, psychometric readers, and 
mahatmas. Unquestionably many of these are 
honest, but not a few use such titles as a method 
of advertising a degraded calling. 
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Numero^_aQpie.tiQS of Spiritualists have their 
headq^rtfiia^ouF-district. The Boston Spirit- 
ual Temple, and the Boston Spiritual Lyceum, a 
Spiritualist Sunday-school, are the most impor- 
tant local organizations of this cult. There are 
many smaller groups which meet in various halls. 
All charge a small admission fee to their meet- 
ings. A meeting is often opened with singing of 
gospel hymns and prayer, and closed with the 
benediction. An address, followed by ** tests,'' is 
always given. The speaking is often ^^inspira- 
tional." One of the commonest tests is ^^ read- 
ings," or ^^delineations," or "sensing," — three 
names for the same thing. Various articles are 
placed upon a table, and as the medium takes 
them up he endeavors to describe some scene or 
incident associated with them, or some of the 
characteristics of their possessor. Any approxi- 
mation to fact is gladly " recognized." At one 
place "spirit faces" are developed on photo- 
graphs brought to the meeting. Cabinet manifes- 
tations of any sort are but rarely given. A long 
array of mediums is on hand to take part in these 
meetings, which serve them as points of approach to 
the public. Ten or a dozen of these persons is not 
an uncommon number at even a small gathering. 

The churches and missions that have been enu- 
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merated and described include by no means all 
the religious activity that goes on in the district. 
Many other agencies with headquarters elsewhere 
carry on work within its borders. Bepresenta- 
tives of the different city missionary societies, and 
visitors associated with churches in other quarters 
of the city, go about among the poor and minister 
to their needs of body and spirit. On the other 
hand church-going among the people is not con- 
fined to churches of this immediate locality, but 
extends to those elsewhere in the South End and 
in the neighboring sections. It is probable that 
the district is represented in nearly every church 
and religious society in the city. 

What, then, is the religious situation in this 
part of the South End ? 

I lie Roman Catholic Chq nh ^'°i ^" ^^^ ¥Jl^^^i 
holding, ite^gr ound to a re ma rkable degee. Yet 
it meets with loss in two ways. There Js a ten- 
dency for young men to become indifferent, and 
detach themselves jJtogiether. What is more seri- 
ous than that, however, is the merely aupinficial 
connection whioh many people keep up with the 
church. X bgse things are the ^ re sult lar gely of 
moral indolence, but in part they repjceaent. intel- 
lectual j.^^ibt ^^'^ rPiVolt frftn\.,£rie8t 3iy author ity. 
To serious minds, still retaining their instinctive 
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loyalty, the church will gradually, no doubt, adapt 
itself. For the others, the outlook is rather dark. 

A more f fR^i^nf. ayafAn^ ^f Siinilfly^qphnQla and 

more thorou gh pastoral visitation will cert ainly be 
necessary . One would be rash to say off-hand 
that the Catholic churches ought to institute a 
concrete social campaign. The very aloofness of 
the clergy from lay interests contributes to that 
great moral reserve by which the church is able to 
touch life at a few points of vital need with super- 
natural power. This it does, not only in the 
larger ecclesiastical relation, but in the inner pri- 
vacy of the home as well, by its solemn presence 
at great crises of the family life. The Roman 
Catholic church is in some respects the foremost 
positive agency for good in the district. Its for- 
malism and its unenlightenment, like the charac- 
teristic defects of Protestantism, are the reverse 
aspect of its qualities. 

The Jewish element in the population is at- 
tached, in a casual way, to the ministrations of 
the synagogue ; but the necessities of alien condi- 
tions, as well as the opportunities, tend to make 
havoc of Jewish faith. AjiJgtfixiae jaidaJM[ojalty, 
ho wever, helps to sustain it. 

T fee re st ,of the pojgulatjon^ about hftlf -of-it in 
all, scattering and unclassified^ m nmniirally Fro- 
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te stant. A large minority of these are already 
quite apart from the church. The Shawmut Con- 
gregational Church, situated at one comer of our 
district, a few years ago made a religious canvass 
covering the territory within a radius of half a 
mile from the church, and found that out of the 
eighteen hundred Protestant families visited, six 
hundred and fifty, or over one third, did not attend 
church anywhere. Since then the population of 
the region canvassed has changed more or less, but 
there is no evidence to show that it has undergone 
any considerable change as regards church-going. 
Berkeley Temple, also on the edge of our district, 
at about the same time took a religious census of 
its neighborhood. Of the nineteen thousand indi- 
viduals, without regard to Protestant leanings, as 
to whom it obtained information, four thousand, or 
a Uttle more than one fifth, attended no religious 
service of any sort. Only a part of each of these 
neighborhoods falls within our district, but all 
signs point to a larger ratio of non-church-goers to 
church-goers within the district than in the locali- 
ties adjacent to it. I t^nftybe sa^d with asaqran ceT. 

least one fourth of jihfi Uftmir^'^^ 'P.'/^f/^aff^i^jj p/^p|ilQ^ 

tion has "f^, ^l^llTfih affilJatf og of any kin d.- Per- 
haps one third would be a closer estimate, espe- 
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cially if we should include such as find their way 
into the churches only on some special occasiou 
such as Christmas or Easter. 

It is of course difficult to estimate the number 
of Protestants in the district who have any habit 
of attending church. The five churches and three 
chapels that are available will seat only about one 
third of them. As the number of those who go 
out of the district to church would certainly be- 
offset by the large number of those who come to 
these places of worship from without, we may take 
one third as the maximum proportion of Protestant 
church-goers. The remaining third is made up of 
those who go occasionally, or send their children 
to Sunday-school, or merely retain a church con- 
nection for appearance' sake. 

The Protestant churches are moving toward the 
opposite extreme from the Catholic in their atti- 
tude toward interests not distinctively religious. 
While it is their chief purpose to renew the inner 
man, they aim also to impart uplifting influence 
directly to the variety of human activities. The 
Catholic churches, on the other hand, rely almost 
solely upon an overmastering compunction brought 
to bear on human nature at its centre. The reli- 
gious appeal of the Protestant ministers is one of 
cheer and a wider outlook. Their preaching is 
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exceptionally genuine and sincere ; but except at 

St Stephen's, it-jaisafi9-ihaL-i5aJl_to_.4?.Y2^^ ^ 
wh ich Cath olidsmj^^th its id vid .sense, of the 
nearness of God, is so strong. It may be that on 
the whole the one type of Christianity counts for 
as much with its actual adherents as the other ; 
but one has the feeling that something of the 
ritualistic, sacrificial system is almost necessary to 
express the struggle of life in such a district as 
this. 

Bu t what of th e Pf J9rity ^^ ^^tAr jaaJaual. con- 

touch ?^^ The difficulty cannot be t hat the churches 
are not doing .su£Kcient work. All the pastors, 
and their associates with them, are diligent, and 
too many of them overworked, men and women. 
More effort along present lines might result in 
somewhat larger audiences and a lengthened mem- 
bership list, but would not materially change the 
situation. The work done is certainly enough in 
quantity for different results. Nor can it be said 
that the churches have 4Qtln]ly.-td^fid l^e experi- 
ment of poj^ular fiarvioeS' and' entertainments. A 
perusal of the church bulletin-boards and the Sun- 
day announcements would convince one that some 
churches, at least, are going to extreme lengths in 
these directions. 
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The situation must be explained, if at all, on 
different grounds. An important reason for the 
difficulty is that the c hurches have no parish es. 
This has already been noted. Because of jt^e 
churcheijip nqt_get at the neighborhood or^ in 
many qsjopa^ fliA family^ in ^'jg,^.?.^J!^jJ: There is 
no concentration of effort upon a given locality or 
social group. This evil is reinforced by the fact 
that flbf^tr hglfjhp Pr^t^stantfl of thf^'^.H^t have 
neither settled aboda nor JigmUyjtie. CbriatiRnii 
proftnppoftfis t hejta mil y. Home attachments make 
real the broader and higher relations of morality 
and religion. It is on account of this lack that 
there must be churches of the institutional type 
in lodging-house regions, whose object is to lay 
some healthy, albeit artificial, social foundation for 
the higher life; because the natural one does not 
exist. 

The churches do not join hands to encompass 
the whole situation. Taken together, the Protest- 
ant churches do not present a solid, imposing front 
that impresses the imagination as do the Roman 
Catholic churches. On the contrary they exist 
independent of, and almost unknown to, one an- 
other.. There is very little proselyting among dif- 
ferent Protestant denominations, as there is very 
little between Protestants and Catholics ; but, for 
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the lack of some positive common understanding, 
the churches work at cross purposes, in patches, 
and uneconomically. 

There are many other possible grounds of ex- 
planation, A^lajaJs^trifid^iftr ^a time and then 
given up for somenewer plan^ There is a lack of 

continuous jeffort^os^^JaiQUa^^ Jipes. 

Few if any of the churches look carefully after 

their members, much less after all who attend 
their services. Almost none have a comprehen- 
sive knowledge of their respective neighborhoods. 
Says Walter Besant : ^^ In a well-worked London 
parish there is not a house whose character is not 
known to the clergy." If all the churches, within 
and without the district, that are responsible for 
its religious welfare, should combine their know- 
ledge of the district, many individuals, homes, 
blocks, streets, and sections, would without doubt 
be unaccounted for. 

But would the Protestant churches as at present 
constituted be able to meet fully this religious sit- 
uation, if they were raised to their highest point 
of efficiency? Probably they would not. With 
greater efficiency in their present lines of work 
they would achieve more, but still fall far short. 
TliA nWli^itry PyotflffjATif. fi]in|YT^ g^ t^iw at present 
can reach men of a certain sort only; it cannot 
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reachjQfiiLfiljiL§9^« ^ ^^ observe the kinds of 
people that the Protestant churches are getting 
hold of, we shall see that these kinds are few in 
number. Even a church like Berkeley Temple 
with its varied work gets hold of comparatively few 
types of men. According to its pastor, it touches 
and brings permanently within its influence not 
more than two or three of the strictly non-church- 
going class within a year. 

The feeling of a considerable part of the local 
community toward the churches is matter for seri- 
ous concern. The working people, especially those 
in the various labor organizations, regard the 
I churches with more or less indifference, if not 
/ with actual hatred. In other words, there is a per- 
/ ceptible^ and constantly increasing estemgement 
between the working r.lasaes, as Buchu and the 
. churches. While this may be and undoubtedly is 
to a large extent the fault of the working classes 
through their misunderstanding of the real spirit 
of the churches, yet to a greater extent it is the 
fault of the churches themselves. I nstead of de - 
v oting themselves solely to the moral leadership of 
the community, the churches are engaged too much 
about dogmatic creeds, for which the ordinary 
workingmajOiaalna^aste. Very largely, also, their 
membeVs represent, perhaps unwittingly, the atti- 
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tade of a superior social class both in their in- * , *^ 

formal relations among themselves and in their \ 

dealings with working people. There is no true 
democracy either within the church or where the 
church comes in contact with the community. 
While the Boman Catholic church is free in a 
measure from the taint of social distinction, yet, 
oven there, for a man who has been bred in the 
bracing democratic atmosphere of trade unionism, 
the Boman Catholic church with its autocratic 
system of government becomes difficult, if not im- 
possible. The great trouble with the church is 
that the persons who compose it have never yet 
come into the right sort of personal human rela- ^-^ 
tions with men. Without that the religious mes- 
sage of any time can never be reaL 

The sum of all the difficulties that beset . the 
church in both its branches, here as elsewhere, is 
the many-sidedness of modem life. The church 
is at the turning of the ways. The Roman Catho- 
lic branch holds closely to the simplicity of devo- 
tio n, consent i ng to g ive up even its ancient policy 
as to the^education^ the young. The Protest- 
ant branch is going out inta service among the 
confused conditions which challenge it. The Pro- 
testant situation is much more serious than the 
Catholic, but that is partly because it is further 
developed. 
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In the midst of this doubtful situation there 
exists one unchangeable and, in the long run, suffi- 
cient source of confidence. T he power of f aith 
m ay languis h, loyalty to the churc h may shrin k, 
but there is^still in the lieart of the people a con- 
°*^"t TiTi/lnyAninH>iitr of fiflg^ntial reli^ous feelin g. 
Even among those whose lives are evil, one comes 
after a while to expect certain instant noble im- 
pulses. As Canon Bamett of Toynbee Hall has 
said about the men and women of East London, 
^'Many have given up religion altogether, and 
carry about a buried life. It is buried, but it is 
not dead. When it really hears God's voice, it 
will rise." 



CHAPTER X 

STBON6HOLDS OF EDUCATION 

The larger proportion of the children of this 
district live in the midst of some, if not all, of its 
evils, — the industrial struggle, intemperance, ugly 
surroundings, vice, ignorance. The public schools, 
therefore, have a difficult missionaiy task to per- 
form. They are called upon, not only to give a 
certain amount of book-learning, but to bring light 
and life and social healing. Among the forces at 
work for the upbuilding of the local community, 
the public school, at least in scope, stands first. It 
is the one institution which touches every family. 
. y The law requiring the attendance of all ch ildren 
between eight and fourteenjrears of^aggiwhichjs 

faitflfully ^nforced, gives fha sfihonla a full har- 

vest of iTifliiotinQ^^i4:liJhlio OTij;]p€> n\^W(\ Ijf^J^f thc 

district. With this reach of power, the schools 
make the essential beginnings both of individual 
and collective development. 

The school is an important agency for right- 
eousness. It imparts knowledge and the disci- 
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pline which goes with knowledge. It demands 
punctuality, order, obedience; it attempts to ad- 
minister equitable rewards and punishments ; and 
in these ways brings the pupil early within the 
realm of government. The school presents to the 
child new standards in the person of its teachers, 
new moral visions in the great men and women of 
history. 

/ The local problem of education, which is made 
serious enough by scant home training, is much 
complicated by th e va ried racial character of the 
population. Betums from four schools situated 
at different points in the district will sufficiently 
indicate this. At the Wait School the pupils are 
divided as follows : Jews, 57 per cent ; Irish, 14 
per cent ; Germans, 4 per cent ; other foreigners, 
7 per cent ; Negroes, 4 per cent ; native Americans, 
14 per cent. For the Brimmer School, the returns 
are : Jews, 25 per cent ; Irish, 20 per cent ; Ger- 
mans, 3 per cent ; other foreigners, 20 per cent ; 
Negroes, 7 per cent; native Americans, 25 per 
cent. For the Quincy School : Jews, 19 per cent ; 
Irish, 31 per cent ; other foreigners, 18 per cent ; 
native Americans, 32 per cent. For the Franklin 
School: Jews, 18 per cent; Irish, 29 per cent; 
Germans, 1 per cent; other foreigners, 18 per 
cent ; Negroes, 9 per cent ; native Americans, 25 
per cent. 
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y In thfl aftH^ipila.tinTi o f this heteropeneouB ip asa 
into American unit y^ the schoola ce^ jpjy g^^A^liA 
m ost potent factor . In the first place, all pupils 

have Pi^nal riglifSj Aq|^ft1 nhlig^^tJ^T^i^ jp tJiA^MwwJ, 

room. _ The i ^nglish language, wi ^itfl fl?°^^inti^nT 
and traditions, is t he only one taug ht. Ameri- 
can history not only familiarizes children with the 
political institutions of our country, but is con- 
stantly made to appeal to the foreign-bom child 
as it touches the history of the country he has 
left. The exercises on Friday afternoons and just 
before holidays, in which selections from the mas- 
terpieces of great American statesmen are spoken, 
and the saluting the flag^ as the symbol of a com- 
mon country, by Jewish, Irish, German, Italian, 
and American-bom children, are effective in stimu- 
lating the sentiment of^patriotiMDL Thepictures 
and busts of notable Americans found in the 
schoolrooms help to give the children a more dis- 
tinct national feeling. The results accomplished 
by the local schools in imparting sound patriotic 
sentiment is obvious and gratifying to any one 
familiar with their constituency. The interest of 
the children in the history of the United States is 
in many cases almost insatiable. 

^e more general influence of the schools toward 
assimilating the new generation is equally marked. 
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Irish children respond to this influence most read- 
ily. They show special capacity for entering into 
the enthusiasm that goes with the city and the 
nation. Italian children have much of this same 
adaptability. The work of the schools in this 
direction has an immediate and substantial effect 
in bringing about social solidarity. The local com- 
munity is ploughed through by most of the racial 
and religious prejudices of European history. The 
public school is serving as the chief agency for 
allaying hostility and establishing a basis for new 
interests and common loyalties. 

To the results gained by the schools in instill- 
ing intelligence and righteousness where home sur- 
roundings are at their worst, a nd in uniting a_ con- 
W Imirdgrant" Eppulation, must be added what 
they accomplish in the more specific training of 
child facility. T he diversion of activity and in- 
genuity from evil ways, and the definite prepara- 
tion oT^he child for filling in the largest degree 
his future place in society, are becomin g more and 

more importanF^otives in elemeQ|;fti;][je4!ll^^ti<>^- 
Their Keen significance here can easily be realized 
by considering some of the effects of the abnor- 

mal conditions that exist in thisjdistrlQt upon the 

/ ^ _ — .,^,. —- - — -' "- '•* 

ix ch aracter o f street children. The term "street 
children" is used advisedly, for as a matter of 
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fact most of the children of this locality live on 
the street when they are not asleep. The streets 
educate with fatal precision. Sometimes in a little 
side street, you will see a hundred children at pliay. 
In this promiscuous street life, there is often every 
sort of license that can evade police authority. 
JuvenUe rowdyism thrives. Disrespect for de- 
cency and order is the result. The same thing is 
revealed by a study of boys' gangs. The jokes, 
the horse-play, the tendency to ridicule and make 
light of everything, which are the life of the gang, 
issue in an essentially lawless disposition. This in- 
cludes restlessness under restraint, low indulgence, 
carelessness, oftentimes cruelty. These are the 
predominating traits in many street children. In 
some it is so marked that they become ^^ incorri- 
gible truants," or develop criminal tendencies. A 
smaU minority of these cMdren manage to keep 
an obedient, law-abiding spirit, in spite of *^ street 
education," although one does not know how. 
The fact, however, is indisputable that thej^ing 
the schools have to contend with, and that which 
brings shipwreck to much educational effoxLio^e 
district, is %!fl p^'^nTBJnating^ im pulse to g|et fr ee 
from restraints. It is easy to see how soon such 
a quality could develop the lawbreaker. With 
undisciplined intellectual cleverness or manual 
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deftness it would easily prodace the expert crim- 
inaL 

^" trn nf -^° --^hrri^l partieularlv, the Idn^ er- 
garten g"^ roaPlV^^L^^ra^ ^^"^ the nHfajpnl mootfijihn 
special needifl j9f.J|]^^.>^shildren. The kindergar- 
ten makes the child a social being. Acts of self- 
l denial, self-control, and courtesy, of regard for the 
il rights of others, and respect for property, teach 
\\ the child to yield his individual will for the good 
^lof the many. Seated in a circle, the interest of 
each member of the little cosmopolitan group is 
enlisted in the work of all the others. The kinder^ 
garten is a cluld^sjdejnocracy, a cooperative state 
in miniature. The kindergarten also ins tills a love 
of the Jbeani^ful, and cultivates the taste of chil- 
dren by. meatus of simple but harmonious designs 
and objects and carefully chosen colors, develop- 
ing manual dexterity at the same time by the use 
of these materials. It teache a^the child to ob - 
serve and love na ture, to notice natural forms and 
processes, and to begjm to thin^ about^^ejrela- 
tionu^things. By means of its beauti£uI-4M»igs, 
poems^ and jstones^^jt. steeps the child's mind in 
noble thoughts. The whole kindergarten process 
stimulates reverence, the true spirit of all religion. 
Such feelings do much to counteract street expe- 
riences. Moreover, the kindergar*^" ^^^paja all 
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its lessons througli play. The play world is the real 
one for cEil3reu, just as much as the world of work 
is the real one for men. Here, most of all, can the 
school supplant the street. 

As to actual results, it is a matter of daily ob- 
servation that there are children constantly com- 
ing to kindergartens, uncontroUable at home,— 
*^ wooden" children, morbidly sensitive children, 
aggressively vain children, — who are often ren- 
dered tractable and responsive. 

It is encouraging that so much of this influence 
is now brought to bear upon the local district. 
There are seven public school kindergartens in 
different neighborhoods, each having from thuiy 
to forty pupils. There might be at least as many 
more. This is shown by the fact that dotted 
among the pubUc ones there are four thriving kin- 
deigartens under private philanthropic direction. 

The kindergarten and manual training are closely 
related. Manual training is simply the more spe- y ^[C 
cial and definite. In tenement-house districts man- X 
ual training is a particularly hopeful form of edu- 
cation, for two or three important reasons. It is | 
practical, because, it develops. speciaLoapacity_aQd 
often reveals to a boy what he can best do. The 
majority of boys in such a district as this must turn 
to some form of manual labor for a livelihood ; and 
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although in many cases there may be no direct 
connection between manual training and the work 
undertaken, the dexterity acquired is sure-io-^ve 
greater-efficiency. But while this is the most 
urgent reason, it is not the most important one. 
2 » ^5gtt?^1 tirft^' ^JPg is correctiv e and u plifti ng. If 
the streets and gang life tend to make boys irre- 
sponsible and destructive, then there is specially 
needed in the tenement-house neighborhoods some 
interesting creative work. Children left to their 
natural impulses, provided they have the mate- 
rials, always turn to making things. Unfortu- 
nately, the boys of this locality have few tools 
and little material with which to make things. 
Circumstances develop their destructive side. Man- 
ual training is a specific ; it sti mulates the dorman t 

c reative iT ipnlsfifl, w^^^^ ^ ^'ini -^IJTI?^ A^*^ A^ 
sfeuctivo tondencies. It jnjlift rncmy of inHiflPrr 
^'^'^^^^Ilfl willfii^^i^SH, bfiffa;^ ^ every ste p requires 
ttAlf^/>Tifm1^j^b0T7g^*^^^*'fiaai f"^ A thing created 
means for the boy added self-respect. Further- 
more, the boy's wood and tools are realities ; they 
register his temper ; he must be sincere with them, 
for his work stands plainly visible, approving or 
condemning him. All this is not merely theory ; 
five years' experience in manual training with just 
such boys as have been described verifies every 
statement made. 



8TB0NGB0LDS OF EDUCATION 239 

Ge admJlT the kindergarten ia finding conne ct- 
iny linlra nf hand ft^^fnnn in thn nn'marv acllQola. 
whi ch jomand reach across to t he manual traJniptr 
that h as been iptroduced into tne grammar grade s. 
Boys and girla during the three years in the pri- 
mary school have paper cutting and folding and 
simple clay modeling, — being a continuation of 
what they have done in the kindergarten. For 
the first two grammar-school years the boys have 
mechanical drawing, and for four years after that, 
sloyd. The girls after leaving the primary school 
hare instruction in sewing for four years, with one 
after that in a cooking class. About two hours 
each week is given to this part of the school curri- 
colum. For some time Boston has possessed a 
Mechanic Arts High School, which provides more 
advanced instruction in general handicraft. A few 
boys from this district are among its pupils. 

The mioiual trainipg scheme i n t he public school 
system needs of course to be much enlarged. Some 
experiments in this direction are being made in 
the district under private initiative, with the ex- 
pectation that if they are Buccesaful such work 
will be undertaken by the public schoob. These 
are partly in the way of providing appropriate in- 
struction for boys with artistic sense, and partly 
of the nature of special trade instmction. It is 
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very important that manual education should not 
oome to an end short of the tr ade achooL Thia 
in atitntion Boaton lacks . The need of it is appaiv 
ent. The number of boys who quit school at an 
early age and are forced to take any odd job that 
offers, thus groning up to swell the ranks of on- 
skilled laborers, is very lai^. Some of these boys, 
the diildren of recipients of charity, eventually 
sink into the same class with their parents, and 
thoB without being to blame perpetuate the type 
of partial dependent. For poor children whose 
material welfare and moral salvation very largely 
turn upon getting started in some skilled trade, 
^our system of education is obviously deficient 

So much for the regular school curriculum. 
Among the teachers of the district there is an 
increasing feeling that a cl oser relati9n ahonl d 
exist bet ween the^gchoftLjuid the i>|i);iiif t)'n T^^mM. 
Unfortunately, with o^r . fif^ pupils to each 
teacher it is hardly possible for the sohcxils to 
undertake farther lesponsibilitiea. In connectioo 
with the kiadeigartens, where the numbers are 
smaller, the teachers are on terms of friendly 
acquuutftnce with the mothers of the children. 
At one of the primary schools the parents of new- 
comers are invited to be present at the school on 
the opening day, and later in the year the parents 
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of all the children are asked to come at a certain 
time. 

Fri endly relatioaB between teacher and pupil in 
and out of achoorare very freqaeTrtr. There is no 
doubt that most of the public school teachers in 
the district are conscientious in their work, and 
desire not only to impart information but to be an 
inspiration to their pupils.- Some show a genu- 
ine interest in the welfare of their scholars, and 
chat with them about home and personal matters, 
displaying a great deal of tact in doing so. Others 
do dii^cbanty work funongthfllE-puplIs,^ or. se- 
cure the aid of some dtuttiliabla-agencjLip cases 
of extreme need. A few from time to time secure 
places for the parents of some of the children. In 
reply to inquiries, a small number of teachers 
report that they have called systematically at the 
homes of their pupils. Katurally the majority of 
the teachers find time and strength for their routine 
duties only. If a boy or girl gives serious trouble, 
the teacher, instead of calling at the home of the 
child, usually summons the parent to the schooL 
That there is scant time for visiting in the homes 
of pupils is true ; but an enlightened discipline ceiv 
tainly requires knowledge of the home and parents 
of the children. It is to be hoped that ere long 
definite provision for such effort will be made. 
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Meanwhile the increase of phihtnthropic activity 
in t he d istrict Juu brQugbt into relation with the 
local schools a .number of persons who are ac- 
quainted witk the homes and families i^ .the chil- 
dren. ^.Occasional valuable conferences are held 
between groups of school teachers on the one hand 
and of social workers on the other. 

It may be that the growing general interest that 
is being felt in the schools will bring out volun- 
teer visitors who shall in a more systematic way 
make the much needed connection between school 
and home. The interest referred to not only is 
having an effect upon the general administration of 
the school system, but is concerned with the sani- 
tary improvement of schooLhouses and the artistic 
decoration of class-rooms. 

(vening schools ar e very important educatio nal 
factoTT^mrTms^ twrtiou nf t.hft rity. They provide 
various grades of instruction for those who for one 
reason or another have not received an adequate 
education in the day schools. In other words, the 
evening school constituency includes every variety 
of person from the young man who aspires to a 
college education, but is unable to quit work and 
go to college, to the poor Russian Jew or Italian 
who cannot speak English, and is at the mercy of 
sharpers. The obligation is heavy upon educators. 
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therefore, without being limited by day school 
methods, to inv^t attractive ways and means of 
meeting the complex educational needs of this 
great mass of defectively educated toilers of all 
ages, who find little instmctioQ or inspiration in 
their daily work. There is a special question of 
justice involved, in so far as the working people 
have dbtinct intellectual ability, the value of which 
b lai^y lost to themselves and to society on ac- 
count of their lack of early opportonity. It is 
necessary to prevent thia waste, not only because 
of the welfare of the uneducated, but also for the 
patriotio reason that ignorance means weakness 
and corruption in our democratic system. 

That this sort of responsibility is beginning to 
be keenly felt is shown by the la rge increase of 
evening clas ses and lectures, u nder p ublic or p hil- 
anthropic auspices, free or nearly so,_in this and 
neighboring parts of the city. The variety of 
these is in fact almost bewildering. A list of the 
various subjects to be treated in a single winter in- 
cludes eighty-five branches of knowledge. There 
is certainly no need of more centres for formal in- 
struction. It is important, however, that thoae who 
mingle freely amoog-tlw )w<^efllKmId«ot«« prop- 
agandists to seek out and stimulate such parsonB as 
could profit by the opportunities that are offered. 
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There are ^'^^Jfl^y^ oionft^Tif^yY ftvi^r^itipr aplinniR 
^Ti flio^iQff»;/»f i*^»^lf a nd just bey ond ife borders 
itt jl^n iriTnii;»p ^^*gh Si!!!£^li rrr all Jbhree. Joeing 
part of the public. AjTStem. The Evening High 
School is a favorite institution among the wage- 
earning young men and women of the city. It has 
a regular attendance during the winter of about 
1500. Its standard does not fall much below that 
of the average secondary school. 

Valuable educational service toward meeting 
the same general need is rendered by some of the 
philanthropic agencies of the district, — worth the 
more because it is given a strong setting of neigh- 
borhood intercourse and friendly cooperation, — 
but this will be touched upon in the following 
chapter. 



CHAPTER XI 

SOCIAL RECOVERT 

It has well been said by Dr. Edward Everett 
Hale that, ao far as he knows, the part of the 
South End between Dover Street and Reasant 
Street is the most '* oharitied " region in Christen- 
dom. The statement might be applied, with but 
little less force, to the whole of the district under 
review. Moreover, this result has come about in 
tbe space of two decades ; though of course there 
are a few local charitable foundations that go back 
toward the beginning of the century. The recent f 
and rapid nature of the change in the population of 
the district is what has called out such unparalleled , 
activity. 

Thus far it has been necessary that all the newer 
social agencies should struggle for individual ex- 
istence. The only federation that exists in such 
way as to cover the ground systematically is that 
of organizations dealing with the problem of ma. 
terial relief. The number and range of the agen- 
cies under couBtderation might surest a great 
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deal of confusion and lost force. This evil out- 
come is avoided to a large extent by the clear dis- 
tinction of purpose which is usually made. The 
policy of inten^ve effort within fixed neighbor- 
hood limits is also quite general. When there is 
similarity of aim or when boundary lines overlap, 
competition is usually allayed by the prevalent 
friendly feeling. This is worth recording ; for 
Emerson has told us that no one can hate a phil- 
anthropist as a philanthropist can. 

Much satisfaction might be found in an exhibit 
of the particular methods by which ingenious sym- 
pathy has touched so many of the people of the 
district and brought them under its helpful minis- 
try ; but the technique of social effort is a matter 
of inferior interest. The supreme question is as to 
the actual public worth of all the expenditure of 
time, money, and spirit, laid out upon the local 
social problem. What effect has it upon great 
classes of people ? In what degree does it probe 
f to the causes of social difficulty? Is it rousing 
> any intrinsic forces, individual and collective, that 
' may in time become permanent npbmldmg factors 
in the life of the community ? 

From the point of view of the merely benevo- 
lent mind there can be no satisfactory answer to 
these inquiries. It would see the relief office, the 
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coll^^ settlement, and the coiSperatiTe bank all 
engaged in the same endeavor ; namely, the doing 
individual good deeds. Perhaps, however, the 
mistake of this point of view is sofGciently ap- 
preciated by people in general. It is nowadays y 
almost an axiom that unwise o^ ^i'tiy ""V inf-^najn | 
tb fl bnrdens of th^ poor. . It will soon be well 
understood, also, that scattered good impulses of 
every sort bring forth " viun worlds " and *' deadly 
doing." 

To see truth clearly, however, is not to see it 
whole. Even the most discriminatiiig relief-giving 
has no access to the far-reaching causes of pov- 
erty ; and, if it set itself np as adequate to the 
problem of the poor, may even accentuate distress. 
Philanthropic effort^ deaKn£_vn%ajnderjange of 
need, may be able to come more closely at causes ; 
Ini t it is fitful and lacks permanence! There are 
" philanthropic waves," an3 often when need is 
blackest the wave recedes. Sooner or later it will 
be seen that effort toward social regeneration, like 
statesmanship, must call out restorative energies 
which reach as deep as the difficulty and are as 
lasting in their nature. 

Looked at in this way, the agencies for social | 
improvement in the district go into three quite dis- 
tinct classes. These may be characterized under 
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the analogy of the treatment of sickness. During 
the acute stage of disease there must be specific 
remedies of an artificial kind. When this stage is 
passed there is need, for the time being, of some 
unusual and specially favoring natural conditions, 
such as rest or change of scene. Finally, and 
above all, there must be a radical reorganization 
of habits, through which the patient, relying upon 
such means as are continuously accessible to him, 
shall establish for himself a healthier order of life. 
Chacita^»Qtkjof _all kinds, centring its at ten- 
^^r. ,^pp^ ^1.^ ^i;^f ^^ --^-' -lentarY human distr ess 

fl° Jj^^'g^s, hnti froB ^the social point of view a 
ect. 



Temeaiai e 

Philagthropicjgenci es, presup posing the_8upply 
of bare bodily jrants and providing some of the 
distinctiye^means of happy and noble existence, 
drawing their chief resources from without the life 
of the district, may be said to serve the valuable 
r^Q uperative funct ion in the cure of social ills. 

TliA rpnlly vjfaT ppliVy — within the lines of 
local action — is the one which^ajmsto buijd up 
a better life for the distiii^-'^Hi^of^itA.^UiP)^ p^te- 
rial and by means of its own reserve of vitality. 
In so far as its social undertakij}£S (embody this 
. principle, they have the enduring reconstructi 
quality. 
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The p roblem of poo r-relief throughout the dis- 
trict is dividfid-betw een the Overseers of the Poor 
an <l thft As^fijated Charitie s. It is understood 
between the City officials and the private organi- 
zation that they shall, as far as possible, have sepa- 
rate fields. Thft^Qverflfifira Innk pat forJFafniliftfl 
fi^qiioTifjj^^y ^^Toni^aJly jnjiis tress, incl uding the 
half -pauperised^T— those whose only gleam of pride 
in the matter of demanding aid comes from the 
consideration that some relative has paid taxes, 
and they therefore are really entitled to a dividend 
from the City. Th o A e no o ini frtl Chariti e s - t ake care 
of v|hos£L who have laot yet-aaade tha habit of de- 
pendence.^ 

The Overaeers, as far a s pos sible, make their 
clients work for what they receive. Men living 
at home are required to saw wood for food supplied 
their famiUes. Homeless men and women are 
given shelter and food in return for work at the 
WayfarersTiodge MidTheTTVomen's Shelter, both 
at the other end of the city. The more extreme 

^ The number of families in the district aided annually by the 
Overseers averages aboat five hundred. The number of families 
in the district which are dealt with each year by the Associated 
Charities numbers about nine hundred. By a careful estimate, 
omitting unattached individuals, fully one sixth of the actual 
families in the district receive some form of material aid during 
the year. See page 87. 
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cases of pauperism find their way to the City alms- 
hoose on Long Island in Boston Harbor. 

Vni\r^ pftnplfl y[ir| foil itif/^ rv>/M»^|^yi al and te m- 
pnrftrjj^flfrAgfi|^ gjld iTfiy *^ Itp fjl from becomi ng 
ch ronic charity patients^ are d ealt with in the 
more auiet fi^i fiYmrf ^biftir TrnT of the Associated 



Charities. Three separate committees or ^^ confer- 
ences " divide the district among them. The work 
of each is in the hands of a group of volunteer 
visitors with a woman agent as paid executive. 
There are weekly meetings, and the office of each 
conference is open on certain hours every day but 
Sunday. In ad(UliQ|LJiailfialing with cases of dis- 
tress as they ari se, the conferences act asj. sort of 
local council charged with the entire charity pro- 
blem of their respective territories. In the main 
the visitors come from other parts of the city, but 
church missionaries and residents of settlements if 
not members of conferences are at least in con- 
stant relations with them. One of the best achieve- 
ments of the Associated Charities has been in the 
way of allaying rivalries of different kinds, so far 
as they affect the relief of the poor. 

The Associated Charities supply a registration 
office and clearing-house, covering, so far as possi- 
ble, all applicants for alms in the city, and all 
sources of supply. Technically this organization 
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does not itaelf giv e material aid. For this it relies 
largely upon ttie old cliarities of Boston, suoh as 
the Provident Association and the Howard Bene- 
volent Society ; tbongh of course its own visitors, 
acting as individuals, often secure what is aeeded 
in particular cases. 

Many of the wise restraints upon thoughtless 
giving, to which the Associated Charities for long 
bore solitary witness, have now been generally 
adopted throughout the district. Relief-^ving by 
church visitors has taken on this more intelligent 
character. St. Stephen's Church has a weekly 
conference of its staff for the consideration of 
cases of distresB. The chapters of the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul at Uie Catholic churches also 
have meetings eveiy week of their visitors among 
the poor. 

Ngt unfre quently cases are 8l jJl_f gund of pe ople 

call; °"""""|T rifll_l''^m n y- j'^'y nf °""-""° ; but 
the fa mily records of th e Assoc iated Ch arities, 
now ooverinjL ft^eriqd of twen ty years, m pre and 
more effectually preve nt this. Beg^ng is com- 
paratively rare in the district. Asking^ fm alms 
on the stiwets is forbidden by City ordinance. It 
is now confined almost wholly to a few pseudo- 
musicians, whose need is often commensurate with 
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their service, and a varying number of men ask- 
ing at night for the price of a lodging. 

The special task of child-saving is in the hands 
of two societies which, like all the general char- 
ities, have their headquarters in the northern 
part of the city. The Chiljycen'a,jJLid Society, a 
very progressive and efficient organization, devotes 
it8e]|_iDL_aL_jrariety of ways to children who are 
destitute, neglected-X)r wayward, caring both for 
those remaining at home and for those who are 
boarded out The ft^i<>^ for the Prerantinn nf 
Cruelty to Children tak es legal me asures for rescu- 
ing abused children, whom it ordinarily turns over 
to the public authorities. The municipal depart- 
ment for the care of children is now in charge of 
an able unpaid commission, which is fast taking the 
City's juvenile wards out of institutions and placing 
them with country families, subject to the constant 
oversight of the board's visitors. 

T ^ day nurs eries of the_districtjdo jBxcellent 
child-sayingjiei'vice. Along with the most scrupu- 
lous care of the children goes a large amount of 
visiting in the homes out of which the children 
come.^ The nurseries are so distributed as to meet 

1 In all 250 different children are brought to the nnrseries in 
the conne of a month, — representing 225 familien. A fee of five 
cents per day is charged. 
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the full need of the district bo tar as it concema 
hard-working and deserving mothers who have to 
leave their homes during the day. It is a much- 
mooted question among nursery workers whether 
children both of whose parents are unworthy 
ought to be received into the nurseries, lest to do 
so should only confirm the parents in their evil 
ways. It would seem reasonably clear, however, 
that the interest of the innocent and hopeful child 
ought to be paramount, and that he should not be 
neglected for the sake of gaining leverage upon 
bis backsliding elders. 

Consi derable effort is made, here and there, to 
provide wo rk for the unemployed. There are 
several philanthropic employment bureaus in the 
district; and the TufliiBtrinl \ji\ ^nriotj^ which 
covers the city in its scope, has frequent ap|^- 
cations from this district. Three _local wpod- 
yuds give emjJoyment to about a hundred men at 
a time. A temporary home for working women, 
without any suggestion of reformatoiy or even of 
preventive purpose, presents to every woman an 
escape from the last recourse to which she might 
be driven. 

The degraded element in the community is not 
despaired of, though the results of effort in this 
direction are not encouraging. Some interesting 
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temperance propaganda is carried on by reformed 
men in public meetings conducted by themselves, 
and an active temperance campaign goes vnth the 
work of the various rescue missions. There is not 
a little earnest endeavor toward the reclamation 
of women who lead an evil life. Though the per- 
sonal devotion shown in this cause is beyond praise, 
it must be said that there is no form of human 
helpfulness so totally inadequate to the need it 
aims to meet. There is, indeed, little ground for 
hope once the awful step is taken. Such rescue 
homes as are needed have usually been placed 
outside of this district, some of them in the sub- 
urbs, thus taking their prot^g^es away from the 
region where their chief temptations lie. 

The outUne of charitable effort within our bound- 
aries should perhaps include passing reference 
to several institutions, — the ^-^^'^^r^"*" Miaainn 
f pr or pfciiiift fjriA wft^fflj on Tremont Street near 
the business part of the city ; the "VVjcgKngJBoys* 
Home, under Roman Catholic AuspiceSs on Bennet 
Street; the Boston Female As ylu m for destitute 
girls, opposite the Wells Memorial Institute on 
Washington Street, the oldest charity in this part 
of the city ; and the Wa^hingtonian JJo^e^-lin 
ineludate-asylum, on Waltham Street, a relic of 
the old temperance societies of that name. All 
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of these accomplish useful results, but they have 
little direct bearing upon the life of the district. 

The most s earching ch arity is that which, after 
relie vigg acute distress, pro ceeds to ^introduce 
tmusnal helpful influeQcea in order to ward oS 
the immediate recurrence of the trouble. Such a 
motive leads at once into those activities which, 
taken in their relation to social progress, have 
been described as recuperative. This kind of work 
has a profound deterrent value ; but the great posi- 
tive use and the absorbing human interest which 
it has in itself make that consideration merely 
incidental. The c hief relianc e in such effort is 
upoD_mformal friendly acquaintance. This sort 
of approach, if it be unaffected, has no limits to its 
eEBcaoy ; but naturally it touches first that which 
is most accessible and most easily influenced, the 
life of the child. This is the reason why, as phil- 
anthropy has developed, the boya' or girls' club 
has come to be almost as well recognized an insti- 
tution in the South End as the public school itself. 

T he two most important cen t res for boys' a nd 
gi rls' clu bs, Judging by the qualitj^fthe_£erfprm- 
ance as well as by other tests, are tie_EUis Memo- 
rial Club and Lincoln H ouse. The career of both 
has been of unusual interest. The Lincoln Club 
came into existence in 1887 in a very small way, 
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under the initiative of two young women who are 
still at the head of the enlarged enterprise. The 
Ellis Memorial Club had a similar and a still 
earUer origin. The EUis buUding contains a gym- 
V '' t*-^ Ipasium, ample meeting rooms, and some sleeping 
[uarters for boys who may be temporarily or per- 
manently without a home. It is located at a point 
ibout midway between the homes of the dub 
directors, mostly women, in the Back Bay, and the 
homes of the rank and file of the members, in the 
South Cove. No club in Boston deals with boys 
that have more adverse conditions to meet. The 
close generous relations that exist between the 
directors and the boys — year after year until boys 
become men — has been the means of saving a 
number of the members from an evil course of life 
before they had entered upon it, or when they had 
gone but a little way. Some regularly conducted 
classes are held, and there is a well used library 
and a small gymnasium ; but the exercises are in 
the main of a friendly, informal nature. The great 
object is to secure an influence that will deeply 
affect the character of the boys. The continued 
devotion and enthusiasm of the corps of workers, 
all of whom are volunteers, in a marked way 
achieves this result. There are now three weekly 
gatherings, one for girls, one for small boys, and 
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one for yoathfl of sixteen and upwards. Daring 
the year there are parties and eatertainments to 
which the families of members come. 

At Lincoln House, where in addition to a con< Z' ^^ 
Biderable volunteer force there is a salaried staff, "^^ / . _ 
the scheme of club organization is very compre- 
hensive, and there is ays tematiff mao"'^! ft"fl f^*^- 
letic^^uining'. Here, as also at Ellis Memorial, 
many members of the young men's club have been 
the boys of the boys' club from year to year in 
the past In both cases there is a distinct club 
spirit, one might almost say a club type. At Lin- 
coln House constant effort is made to relate the 
club life to the family life of the members and to 
the positive interests of the local district. There is 
a degree of sturdy progressiveness about the yoong 
men's club. It has hotly contested debates with 
the Ellis Memorial Club, athletio exhibitions, and 
dramatic shows. There is nothing in the city so 
delightful in their way as the dancing parties, given 
by the young men and women of Lincoln House. 

A small organization called the J efferson Club 
ought to be mentioned for the interest attaching to 
its origin as weU as for the spirit that has gone 
into it. This club was founded four years ago 
by a group of Harvard men, then undergraduates, 
and has been carried on continuously by Harvard 
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stadentB under leadenhip transferred from class 
to class. The Barnard Memorial has always ex- 
tended its hospitality to this form of work for boys. 
For long the Lincoln Club met here. Another 
club under skilled leadership, having now about 
fifty members, was formed when the Lincoln Club 
remoyed to its new building. A unigna- fo g m of 
dub is thatu-o endnctod b y4he- Chi]dr o n* s-Aid So- 
ciety in various parte q£ tha. city nndpir the name 
** home l ibrarig ^.*' There are seyenj^f these in 
this district. The nncIemMif interest is a library 
of twenty books, •— replaced in due season by 
different ones, — which is kept in some tenement- 

• 

house home. Once a week some young man or 
woman, as regular leader, meets the members of 
each library — usually boys and girls together. 
The members number eight or ten and live in 
or near the house in which the books are kept. 
At the meetings^ books^ are exchanged -and dis- 
cussedt and the leader finds a natural means of 
influence in such conversation and amuaemftutft as 
may follow. 

The establishment in this district half a dozen 
years ago of the two^rstcdleggjettlements in Bos- 
ton — theSotttkJE^d House, for men, and Denison 
HonseTforwdmen — had a distinct influence upon 
club work for boys and girls. The settlement 
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cluba, as snch, do not Btand as models of organiza- , ;t,^ . 
tion; the y repreeeDt, rather, an im portant means i i^ jQ 
by whioh_a^new moral relation is set up in the' 
ordinary round of neighborhood life. The cardi- 
nal points of the settlement policy with regard tol 
the clubs are: that the groups should be small 
that the leaders should be "lavish of personal in 
fluence ; " that, whatever intellectual result ma; 
be gmned, the really vital thing is to soften anc 
moralize the child in bis inner life ; that boya and 
girls should often be brought together in relations 
of mntnal respect and consideration ; that the 
watchword " save the children " is comparatively 
empty unless that bad home environment is dealt 
with which so engraves itself upon the soul when 
it is " wax to receive and marble to retmn." 1 

The summer programme of philanthropy in the 
district is necessarily different from that of the 
test of the year. In most oases the interest of 
club members is held by occasional excursions to 
the parks or the country. Lincoln House has its 
own summer cottage, and members of the nirious 
olubs all have a visit there, paying a part of their 
own expenses. A latge number of children from 
the district are sent to the country each summer 
through the cooperation of local centres with some 
of the large agencies for that purpose. Of these 



iC 



260 SOCIAL RECOVERY 

the "Country Week" committee of the Yonng 
Men's Christian Union is the most important. 
For summer interests regularly sustained within 
the district each year, there are two sand gardens 
in schoolhouse yards kept up by the Emergency 
and Hygiene Association, two summer pkyrooms 
provided by the Episcopal City Mission, and a very 
useful vacation school, chiefly devoted to simple 
forms of manual training, which is under the direc- 
tion of Denison House. There is in the district a 
Flower Mission which sends flowers to hospitab 
and other institutions. Several branches of " The 
Mutual Helpers " furnish flower^ for the sick and 
infirm in the tenement honses. lir^l^. is to have 
bouquets arranged and distributed by members of 
different girls' clubs that kn6w as neighbors those 
for whose sake this open country color and fra- 
grance is brought into the city's stifling recesses. 

It i s curious th at more is not done in the district 
in the way of informal clubs for m en. An organ- 
ization of this kind is just being formed at Lin- 
coln House. Some germs of such a growth may 
be found in several^reejreading-rpoms. There are 
now four of these in connection with churches, — at 
Berkeley Temple, at Morgan Chapel, at Shawmut 
Church, and at the Every-Day Church. These 
are of real use, but their value is much restricted. 
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because of being wi tliiii cliurcli waUs. There is a 
different type of reading-room, located in or near 
a tenement-liouse neighborhood, from which all 
taint of improvement is sedulously kept out. Men 
are allowed to smoke and to wear their hats, if 
tiiey like, — a measure of thrift as well as of 
fancy, — and in general are rece ived on their own iua— j . 
t&BU. The firstoTaiesrwas opened by the Ellia ^^^^T^^^^^ 
Memorial Club. It was in the locality where the 
club members themselves live, and they gave loyal 
assistance. Unfortonately it bad to be given up 
after two very successful winters. A si milar read - 
ing-room, opened a few months later than the ori- 
ginal one, is cwried on bj^ the South End House. 
It is by this time an important centre of neighbor- 
hood interests among men. The South Bay Club, 
composed of those who frequent Uie reading-room, 
has weekly meetings, lectures and entertainments, 
and assumes general responsibility for good order 
at all times. A third reading-room of somewhat 
the same sort was kept open during the past winter, 
under the chai^ of St. Paul's Society of Harvard 
College. Quite recently a superior kind of reading- 
room has been opened by Denison House, well 
adapted to the higher grades of young men in the 
neighborhood. 

The story of well-devised work among women is 



262 SOCIAL RECOVERY 

a much more satisfactory one. There are s everal. 
branches of the Association of Working Women's 
CluEs in this gener^ ^section o{ the city. The 
Shawmut Club is one of the best representatives 
of these interesting organizations in Boston. It 
is now in its twelfth year, has its own rooms, and 
represents a high degree of intelligence and char- 
acter in its membership. The club has a strong 
educational bent. The feeling and the habit of 
independence are studiously inculcated, and the 
relations existing between the women of leisure 
who take the lead and the young working women 
has that wholesomeness which comes of mutual re- 
spect and long-continued cooperation. 

At all the settlements and at many other centres 
of influence special efforts are made to give as- 
sistance and encouragement to young women. 
Increaaingljuiae£ul_and substantial work is also 
beings djMie^feg-bard-working, overborne Others, 
in helping theuu both to face their problems wd, 
on occasion, to^iorget that problems exist. The 
Women's Clnluj jJenis^ House is a very success- 
ful and progressive organization. At theSouth 
End House the women associates conduct a similar 
club, the good results of which are specially grati- 
fying, because for most of its members the struggle 
with poverty is an unending one. 
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It will be noticed that some of the oluha go on 
by themselves, while the rest revolve about organ- 
ized centres, along with a variety of other under- 
takings. As has been shown, the church introduces 
such work into its programme. Even the poli- 
tician, in campaign time, stands as patron to a 
body of impressively named " associates," who have 
their social headquarters. A number of impor- 
tant t^ncies include club organization as part of 
broader schemes. Two of these are large insti- 
tutes for working people ; the others are settlement 
houses. 

The Parker Memorial, situated one block west 
of Tremont Street, has of late years become a 
very active institutional agency. It was originally 
intended to be a Unitarian church, and still has 
religious services on Sundays. These, and the 
lectures and discussions on popular topics which 
occur on week-day evenings, appeal to the rather 
well-to-do people who live in the immediate neigh- 
borhood. The more direct work of the institution, 
however, touches the large tenement-house popula- 
tion lying a few blocks to the east of the building, 
and within this district. The constituency of the 
clubs and classes is largely Jewish, though more 
children of American parents come here than to 
other social centres in these parts. The organized 
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work is reinforced by a good deal of visiting among 
the families represented in the clubs, and by a 
large amount of informal helpfulness. 

The ol dest and ^nnat ^jp portant centre of so cial 
5>Mivi^ jp tliA SoptVi '^^r\i\ |fl the Ijyellfl Memor ial 
Institute, for working ipfiA^ ftpf^ ynmAn. Its admir- 



able situation secures the gp^eatest publicity for 
the advantages in the way of instructioii and re- 
creation which it offers. It has not far from two 
thousand members, most of them scattered through 
the southern part of the city. The special aim 
of the classes at the Wells Memorial is to sup- 
ply mechanics with a higher order of knowledg e 
an d skill as to the trades in which th ey work, and 
to srive to women of th e working fila s aftg PTfiAte r 
faci lity i n the domes tic j xts. A great deal of 
attention is given to healthful amusement and 
friendly intercourse. The atmosphere of the In- 
stitute is thoroughly democratic. The members 
have much of the responsibjlity in their own 
hands ; and there is a high degree of mutual re- 
spect and cooperation between the members and 
those who have official direction of the Institute. 
The fact that a large number of trade unions meet 
in the building, and that the Central Labor Union 
has its headquarters there, makes the Institute 
the chief centre of working-class interests in 
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Boston. It is a specially fortnaato aspect of its 
work that the rental derived from halls and store- 
rooms in the buihling, together with the retoms 
from membership and class fees, makes the Institute 
partly self-sustaining. 

At the settlements, dub interests represent what 
is important but not essentiaL BeUance is placed 
largely upon simple neighborly relations with peo- 
ple. There are now in the district several groups 
of persons living together for the sake of combined 
effort toward social imj»ovement. The first of 
these was the Andover House, since 1895 called 
the South End Ho usa, which opened its doors in 
January, 1892. A year later, Denison House was 
established, under the auspices of the Women's 
College Settlement Association, a general organi- 
zation that also muntains settlement houses in 
New York and Philadelphia. The Donith£A_Piz 
Honas-aoon followed. Lincoln House and Hale 
House are mora recent. St Stephen's House has 
become a settlement by gradmil stages, the force 
being made up of the clerical and lay staff of 
the church of that name. M ftrnnho lj^ Hrnif?, the 
latest of all, is a residence for kinde^rtners who 
cooperate with the South End House. The South 
End House, Lincoln House, and St. Stephen's 
House have only men as residents ; Denison 
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House, the Dorothea Dix House, and Marenholz 
House, only women ; Hale House has included 
both men and women in its resident force. 

The Dorothea Dix House is very unassuming^ 
and personal in its ways. Its residents have num- 
bered'sometimes as many as ten or twelve. They 
are young women_FilP. have regular occupations 
through the day. An especial interest is taken 
in children that are in some way associated with 
the stage. The house was at first on Warren- 
ton Street, and was originally intended to be an 
adjunct to the Barnard Memorial. It is now 
located on Chandler Street, a little way beyond 
the western boundary of the district. 

Hale Hous e was at first situated on Decatur 
. Street, but a year ago moved across Washington 

^ Street to Garland Street. Its constituency is 
•' Iargd2_Je5bh. It has develop^i somV^ngiSal 

and successful methods of organizing and interest- 
ing children, and gradually securing the acquaint- 
ance and approval of their elders. This settlement 
has met with some disappointment in securing a 
regular force of resident workers, but its prospects 
are at present much more encouraging. Hale 
House was established by the Tolstoi Club, a group 
of young men who have met now for nearly ten 
years under the guidance of Dr. Hale, to whom 
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every good cause in Boston is debtor. Dr. Hale 
has always kept his devotion to his original parish. 
Hale House is in the midst of its fast disappearing 
relics. / 

St. Stephen's House is the centre of the St. \ j i '^ ^ 
Stephen's ^rTsTlnteTests. In its admirable new ^ , /. , , j *- 
building, however, there is provision for non-secta- 
rian work upon a basis of simple human fellowship 
among people of the neighboring streets, most of 
whom are Eoman Catholics and Jews. Such 
breadth of purpose is characteristic of St. Ste- 
phen's. 

The Sout h End H ouse, Denison House, and Lin- 
coln House represent comparatively long - estab- 
lished and comprehensive plans. The local con- 
stituency of all three is mainly Irish. At Linco] 
Hope the policy of having actuai^esidents^SHS^w 
and uncertain, but behind its settlement history 
proper is a long period of club work done in ad- 
mirable spirit and with constantly growing effect 
The house has a large force of experienced workers, 
and ample resources of every kind. For what it 
sets out to do, it is the most successful philan- 
thropic enterprise in the district. In a building 
containing varied facilities for its work, there is 
now a graded scale o£ classes and cluba for all 
ages and both sexes. The club work is followed 
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np by "^"iintflP'^q y"*^ ^^^ faT"'1y ^'f", and there 
are more and more bonds connecting the homes of 
club members with the house and its workers. 
Certain territorial bounds are observed. These 
are too broad to allow of constant acquaintance 
with the dose interlacings of neighborhood intei^ 
esta ; bat this wider range brings the house into 
touch with the political and social afiEairs of an 
entire ward. The educational opportunities offered 
by Lincoln House cover a wide range, and are open 
to outsiders as well as to regular club members. 

Denison House is situated in the South Cove, 
not far from the great wholesale establishments. 
The streets in its vicinity are inhabited by fairty 
comfortable working people. The neighborhood in 
itself is a quiet one, not swept through by great 
thoroughfares, and sufficiently small in its natural 
bonndaries to allow of thorough acquaintance with 
its round of life. Two years ago the settlement 
took a second house, adjoining its original one, and 
recently some further quarters have been secured. 
Thus there are now several attractive rooms for 
social gatherings, t^^ther with accommodationB 
for twelve or more residents. Most of the yoong 
women, unfortunately, do not remain longer than 
a single winter ; but there is a nucleus of resi- 
dents who have been at the bonse for considerable 
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terms, and have developed linea of work that have 
distinct and positive merit. The informal fnendlj 
gatherings for neighborhood people are especially 
satbfactory. The freedom with which neighbors 
come to the house is the result of much inside 
acquaint^ce wi^ local family life. There are 
nmneroiis' regular gatherings every week. A 
Shakespearian dramatic company of older boys 
has met with marked success. During the past 
year increased results have been gained in the 

gtti-iniw oljyaM rlnrii^«i1 ■■pnt<i»Hj-fnr nrnrldii^ 

women of very limited ,e^y. ..opportunities. A 
happy thought is embodied in a recent andertak- 
ing of Denison House, — a Jeocll^slclub, meeting 
we ekly, in which women teachers of all grades, 
from the kindeigartan to the college, come to- 
gether for friendly intercourse as members of a 
cooimon^ciaft^ 

The South End House is at the edge of a neigh- r. y^ 
borhood where unskilled labor and poverty is -^ , K^ 
thickly settled, but it is also close to great streets, '-'' ^ 

crowded comers, glaring shop windows, and thea- ~7~^'' 
tres with their flaming signs. It has therefore 
in good measure the opportunity of close neigh- 
borhood work, along with constant access to the 
larger problems of a great working-class district. 
The resident force number not more than five or 
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six, but an encouraging degree of continuance lias 
been secured, the average stay of all residents up 
to the present being nearly two years. As at all 
the settlements, there is a body of associate work- 
ers, men and women, to each of whom is assigned 
some regular duty. The settlement now has three 
different pointe^of^tta^Ti^n its neighborhood, 
— ^lie residence at one end, tKe club biriHing at 
th6> oentra, and^at-^tbe other end the Marenholz 
House,-^i4uclL.|^sum^s t^^^ responsibility for all 
that is^one. among, ^tiie smaller children. For 
neighborhood work it n^owritself to' a territory 
covering not more than ten city blocks, confining 
its visiting and nearly all of its club privileges to 
the people living within these limits. There is 
a variety of informal groups, — most of them for 
boys and girls, but several for adults. These are 
not intended to be mainly educational, in the ordi- 
nary sense. Their chief result is in the way of 
establishing personal relations that are the channel 
of distinct moral influence. The settlement has by 
this time entered quite deeply into the neighbor- 
hood existence ; the more so perhaps because it has 
developed slowly and has scattered rather than 
massed its centres of power. In its relation to the 
general district, the settlement spends a large share 
of its entire energy in the way of cooperating with 
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other agencies of all sorts, providing only that the 
task to be undertaken ia of some positive social 
consequence. It has itself taken a leading part in 
cr eating a nd carrying on two entorprisea in which 
the people, of the district have had a share, — the 
Sootli End Free Art Exhibition, which has given 
two suoceasf ul picture shows, and the ^""tib TJD'^ 
Musical Union, which for four years Jias given 
an annual series of high-^rade concerts, provided 
lectures with musical illustrations, and supplied 
elementary and aHvanceS musical^mstruction. 

To estimate the value to the district of these i 
vanouB efforts toward organizing local people for I 
social improvement is^ a matter of great difficulty. 
It muWlie remembered tbat~Iarge numerical re- 
turns in themselves would mean little. The best 
results of such work come only with intimacy ; a 
crowd makes that impossible. The fact that most 
of the local philanthropic activity takes a very 
close range gives a deeper meaning than usual to 
such figures as are available. 

In the case of the settlements, where influ- 
ence is so largely personal, this is particularly so. 
Deniaon House and the South End House each 
have about 300 people in tJieir neighborhoods com- 
ing to them in some regular way. Lincoln House 
has about twice that number of regular adherents. 
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Summing up the returns from all the social centres 
mentioned, one finds that about 2 900 p^y gyB g fro m 
thi s district are a ^^^/»^^<^ ^^ ttefl^ ^^ q/^^q unignioi* 
w ay. These represent 1800 fami^ j j^. In other 
words, seyen_£fi£.u:ent of the entire population is 
inmiediately CQilcenied with these interests ; while 
upwards of one fourth of the actual number of 
families ^ are directly or indirectly involved. 

For the most part these influences affect homes 
and neighborhoods as well as individuals. The 
district is divided into seven distinct neighbor- 
hoods. Of the three east of Washington Street — 
all having tenement population — the first is cov- 
ered by Denison House, the second^ by Lincoln 
House and St. Stephen's House, the third by the 
South End House. Of the three between Wash- 
ington and Tremont streets, the one farthest north 
and the one farthest south are lodging-house quar- 
ters, the inhabitants of which are touched as indi- 
viduals to some extent by churches and general 
philanthropic institutions in or near the district. 
The other neighborhood in this strip — in which 
the population resembles that to the east of it — is 

^ Not aUottmg the theoretical proportion of families to the 
lodging-house population. 

^ Two Jewish young women, one a kindergartner, one a student 
of domestic science, conduct the Louisa Alcott Club in this neigh- 
borhood, especiaUy for girls of tiieir own race. 
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provided for by Uie Parker Memorial, Hale House, 
and Lincoln Honse. There is, finally, tlie tene- 
ment-house neighborhood lying between Tremont 
Street and Park Square. Parts of this neighbor- 
hood, being compactly Protestant, are inflaenoed 
from the mission chapels in that vicinity, and in 
one of the streets there is Bome interesting per- 
sonal work similar to that of the settlements ; but 
there is obvioos need of reinforcements at this 
point 

The settlements reach across the line of distinc- 
tion which, at the banning of this chapter, waa 
drawn between all sorts of charitable and philan- 
thropic work on the one hand and effort directed 
toward social reconstruction on the other. It is 
this thoroughgoing reconstructive motive, t^ng 
deep hold upon the district's own oif;anized life, 
depending largely if not entirely upon its inherent 
resources, that gives the most solid promise of last- 
ing future results. There is not only a constant 
tendency for philanthropy to widen its range, — 
it tends to evolve into something higher. As to ^ 
the settlements iu-pftEticiilu:, it. panm)^ he ton dnni- 
aively jtoted^^atphilanthro py, h ow ovftf wpll de- 
visedjjs r.^t-th fiir fi"'^^ f ?*^ ""'^ Tli*" Their real ^r- 

uae in the world is t ^^ |ypHfjiKliii}i otj a natural basis ^_ 

th ose social relatio i y whit-h mmlTni -r i tj lift ^n- ) 
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f orm of cooperative and public action as the 
c hanged situation may demand . To foster and 
sustain the home under tenement conditions, to 
rehabilitate neighborhood life and give it some 
of that healthy corporate vitality which a well- 
ordered village has ; to undertake objective inves- 
tigation of local conditions ; to aid organized labor 
both in the way of inculcating higher aims and in 
the way of supporting its just demands ; to furnish 
a neutral ground where separated classes, rich and 
poor, professional and industrial, capitalist and 
wage-earning, may meet each other on the basis of 
common himianity; to initiate local cooperation for 
substantial good purposes; to strive for a better 
type of local politics and to take part in municipal 
affairs as they affect the district ; to secure for the 
district its full share of all the best fruits of the 
city's intellectual and moral progress ; to lead peo- 
ple throughout the city to join with them in their 
aim and motive; — thjais what t he settl emeflts 
understand to be their vocation ; this is the kind 
of influence"wEi^ they are silently, yearlBy year, 
instilling into the inner currents. oiE^the district's 
Kfe. 

Much of this kind of influence evades analysis. 
It comes with every sort of participation in local 
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affairs Uiat is eDtered into bj the settlements. 
A neighborhood is first permeated with friendly 
influence. There come to be return currents of ] 
confidence that spread from family to family and J 
from street to street. The neighborhood repre- / 
sentB a certain industrial stratum. The settlement 
comes in touch with men and women of that par- 
ticidar class not only in the immediate neighbor- 
hood, but throughout the district and throughout 
the city. In this.-wa;.. there 4soiiifijBsjt._matter 
of course the beginnings of joint action between 
residents of aettlemeuts and working people for 
improving the conditions of life and labor among 
the working classes. 

Some tangible results have already been real- 
ized. Denison House has for several years con- 
tinued a series of practical discussions with regard 
to industrial matters in which employers, students 
of social questions, and labor leaders have taken 
part. This settlement has also given much en- 
couragement to women employees of different 
grades in their efforts toward mutual aid and im- 
provement. Lincoln House has done useful ser- 
vice in encour^iing its young men to band them- j 
selves together for Uie sake of reforming some of / 
the worst abuses of ward politics. As against the 
machine, this movement was not successful ; but it 
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gave two hundred voters a taste of political inde- 
pendence which they will not forget. At the 
South EndHeose, small groups made iip^of busi- 
ness inen.^4tBd-4abor men^^re occasionally brought 
together for quiet conversation about difficult in- 
dustrial problems, with the hope'^ffiat when con- 
flicts threaten there may be on each side certain 
men who can treat with some of their opponents. 
Besidents of the house are now and then called 
upon to address trade unions and to arbitrate in 
case of strike. This settlement has joined with 
some of the representatives of organized labor in 
seeking municipal action in the interest of working 
people. The first hearing before the City Council 
with regard to a public bath, to be open summer 
and winter, was called six years ago at the instance 
of such a group, two of them being residents of 
the South End House. A resident of the house is 
now a member qf the municipal Bath Commission, 
the creation of which came about indirectly as a 
result of that initial effort. The^^g^mthJ^QdJIouse 
and DenisoaJiQusehaYe _ more th an once stood b y 
working people_in strike^ was 

clearly a just one. Eepresentatives of both settle- 
ments are associated with a number of trade union 
members in a ^' federal labor union," meeting at 
Denison House, which has for its object to hold 
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organized labor true to its beet motiveB and sus- 
tain it in working them ont. 

Aside from the settlements, the principal form 
in which phiJanthropy evolvea into social re con- 

f&.mctinn i'h fha^ nf f^ivnnmin BTpurimBnt.^ (.mi. 

da cted upon a strictly business basis, touch ing the 
hou sing, the food, or any of tha grftf |f| f()pi»«»w in- 
tere sts of the people . The three tows of model 
tenements in the district shelter about 200 fami- 
lies nnder thoroughly good conditions at moderate 
cost, and yield reasonable interest on the capital 
invested. The Cooperative Building Company, 
which owns the largest block, now pays an annual 
dividend of six per cent. There are four self- 
supporting homes for working girls in or near 
the district, two under the auspices of the Young 
Women's Christian Association, one conducted by 
the Grey Nans, and one, called Brooke House, 
associated in a general way with the Working 
Women's Clubs. These homes shelter 665 women 
altogether. Preference is usually given to those 
earning small wages. The average weekly charge 
is under four dollars. The Young Women's Chris- 
tiao Association also provides a room registry, 
and maintains the largest employment bureau for 
women's work in the city. 

There are four cheap lodging houses for unem- 
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ployed men which have a business management 
moved by humanitarian motives, — the Boston In- 
dustrial Home, the Old Comfort Lodging House, 
and two others, one conducted by St. Stephen's 
Church and one by the Salvation Army. In these 
during the winter a total of nearly 400 men are 
accommodated every night at an average charge 
of fifteen cents. All except the Old Comfort have 
woodyards, in which about 150 men find temporary 
employment. The Industrial Home, by the com- 
bination of lodging house with wood and coal busi- 
ness, is a financial success. The other enterprises 
fall short of this, though they practically pay ex- 
penses. The reason why all are not profitable 
investments is that they are too small and do not 
have buildings and outfit scientifically adapted to 
the purpose. 

The Boston Bath House Company has also missed 
complete financial success only because its business 
has been on a small scale. Its little bath house 
has, however, done highly commendable service 
for several years. The opening of the municipal 
bath house has given this company an honorable 
discharge. 

Four years ago during a time of exceptional 
stress, some young men associated with one of the 
settlements undertook to show that a nourishing 
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meal could be furnished for five oenta. They 
were bo succeBsfuI that they were able to turn 
over their good will to a restaurant company, 
which has ever since been conducting a paying 
business on that basis. A very interesting and 
satisfactory undertaking is that of the Kew Eng - 
la nd Kitchen, which sends out p roperly selected 

have this food serve as an example and set a 
standard in working-claaa homes. Under the same 
management there is also a restaurant which is 
patronized by working women. 

The Stamp Sa vings Society, which has a num- 
ber of local stations in this part of the city, re- 
presents the first steps in philauthropic banking. 
The system has the merit of gr eat simpli city^^nd 
the use of the colored stamps, indicating amounts 
deposited, at once arouses the interest of . the juve- 
nile depositor. Cooperative benefit societies are 
numerous among the Jews of the district. Three 
advanced forms of mutual benefit oi^;anization 
constitute the stout framework of the Wells-JUe- 
mprial. It has two cooperative banks, through 
which many suburban cottages have been built 
The cooperative medical society secures to a family 
all or3mary~fieatment by a skilled [^sician at 
the rate of five dollars per year, A cooperative 
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liatjof ^nces for clothing and all «ort8of house- 
hold au{q;)lies is available to all members of the 
Institute. 

The possibility of distributive cooperation has 
often been canvassed, but it is felt that under the 
shadow of the great city establishments every small 
cooperative enterprise would quickly be crushed 
by overpowering competition. That the oooperar 
tive idea is not without its followers is shown by 
the fact that some of the employees in one of the 
large piano factories have a cooperative society, 
with office hours at noon, through which they pur- 
chase their supplies. 

Independent organizat ion for purposes of recre- 
ation, friendly intercourse, iuiid' mutual 'Improve- 
ment, is in a very undeveloped stage mflns dis- 
^ct. There are numerous sporadic social clubs, 
which evolve out of street gangs in the manner 
explained in a previous chapter.^ These are very 
ephemeral, and this is, on the whole, fortunate. 
They, however, serve to give their members some 
experience in self-government, and doubtless in due 
time this form of organization will become more 
wholesome and consequently more permanent. 

The German colony have among them, in addi- 
tion to the parisli house of their church, a well- 

^ See page 119. 
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equipped gyinDasium, or "Turn Halle," which, 
witli the exception of the one at Lincoln House, is 
the only gymnasium worthy the name within the 
bounds of this entire district. 

The vaiioHS secret fr atgrfltt ba find so me follow- 
ing a mong the. T'rQtftabult p arti "f *hf ppp"l«ri«n 
The Odd Fellows, the United Workmen, and the 
Knights of Honor have headquarters on the bonnd- 
aries of the district The Good Templars seem to 
have more members living in Ulis ' locality than 
those societies. Among the Boman Catholics 
there are a few organizations of this kind, but 
without TOWS of secrecy. The Ancient Order of 
Hibernians exists in some force. All such groups 
seem anable to rise very high in their morale. 
About thfi best that-can be said for them is that 
they offer the deterrent influence of a harmless 
social centre. Some of them furnish insurance 
against sickness and death. 

A general business men's, clsbi having a bouse 
fronting on Franklin Square, has lately been estab- 
lished, which Js.. recj-ui:tin£ its membeiabip from 
the superior shop-keepers and clerks of the neigh- 
boring streets. This club is interesting as repre- 
senting a certain degree of Ipc^ loyalj^^d com- 
mon feeling among the middle-class inhabitants 
of the South End. 
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There are no independent workingmen^s clu bs 
or benefit societies, like those which flourish in 
England. The labor movement has thrown all 
its impulse for organization into trade unionism. 
So largely is this true that it seems extremely 
difficult for radical or revolutionary groups to 
hold together. Anarchism is almost unknown. 
Organized socialist propaganda has never been 
strongs at present the advocates of Socialism are 
scattered into several small camps, each bitterly 
hostile to the others. There is, however, a large 
amount of undefined socialistic feeling among the 
rank and file of the trade unions. 

The great improvement in all the conditions of 
labor that has been wrought during recent years is 
without any possible question the result of work- 
ing-class organization. The standard wages and 
the regulation hours of labor in the difPerent 
trades, to the entire extent that they represent pro- 
gress for the working classes, have been secured 
by organized action on the part of the men in 
those occupations. It may further be stated that, 
though the tr^df nninns havc many faults to anf 
^wer for, they have on the whole and in the long 
run distinctly served in bringing about that con- 
siderable measure of industrial peace and stability 
which exists in Boston. 
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Three fourths of all the trade unions i 



the city. 



or ahout one hondred altogether, meet in this dis- 
trict. These include unions of the skilled and of 
the unskilled. Unions of the unskilled are few in 
number, but their membership is very large. The 
three federal bodies have their headquarters here, 
— the Central Labor Union, the Building Trades 
Coonoil, and the Allied Printing Trades Council. 
The C entral T .ahny TTninn r epresent s, with a few 
unimportant exceptions, al l or^^ized lab or in the 
j^ity- It adjudicates difficidties that arise betweeiiV r 
different trade nnions, supports them in their com-\ 1 ' ' 
plaints E^inst employers when they seem to have' 
good cause, secures City and State action in the 
interest of working men and women, and assumes 
a general responsibility for. the interests of the 
wage-earning classes. It now has very solid sap- 
port and authority ; it is still somewhat harassed 
by the more extreme Socialists in its membership, 
but the opposition it has met in years past from 
the Knights of Labor has ceased with the almost 
complete disappearance of that body in Boston. 

Trade unions for women, which are perhaps 
even more essential than those for men, consid- 
ering the special moral problems involved, have 
made on ly a slight be p fJn ning. There is, however, 
a Union for Indus tria l Progress^ w ith a large mem- 
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bership, under the direction of an able and devoted 
working woman, the object of which is to assist 
working women in the problems. that, surrpjyind 
their labor, and to train them in methods of trade 
c^i^tfon and mutual aid. Several women of 
leisure give constant sympathy and support to this 
enterprise. A trade union of laundry workers has 
been formed under its initiative. 

Among the mass of the people actually resid- 
ing in the district, trade unionism, with the know- 
ledge of industrial conditions aiid the healthy work- 
ing-class discontent that go with it, does not have 
a particukrly firm footing. Most of the lodging- 
house people are a little above its reach ; many of 
the tenement-house people a little below. Thg 
u nions mee t in ^^^'^J'^f^ality hfifiauflft it is the m^at 
accessible from all parts of the city, not because 
it is, above otheiL..distrir.tfwJjie^ special stroflgboLl 
^^ thfiir TttAnr^bfi^^JlT £ach year nevertheless 
marks a growth of trade-union sympathy among 
the people. When there is a street-car strike, 
local inhabitants cheerftdly walk any distance. 
Employers who are branded by trade unions as 
unfair gradually become unfair in the eyes of 
many outsiders too. Membership in a union is 
much more a thing taken for granted than it used 
to be even a few years ago. Trade-imion labels. 
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which aerve to ideotdfy to the consumer the pro- 
ducts of organized lahor, are constantly more in 
evidence, especially those of the cigar-makers, the 
printers, the hatters, and the shoe-workera. Sev* 
oral nnion harber shops exhibit the barber's label 
in their windows. A number of establishments — 
too many of them saloons — exhibit the Building 
Trades Council's certificate, showing that their re- 
pairs are done by union workmen. The increas- 
ing consideration given by politicians to the labor 
vote is significant. No political poster or circular 
appears nowadays without having upon it the 
trade-union label. 

State facto^ legislation, andthc position taken 
by the City of being a model employer of labor, 
are both results of the power 'omBetf^S llnions 
along with the gradual trend of populu'sytiTpathy 
toward them. This sentiment, in which the pre- 
sent Mayor of Boston, Josiah Quincy, genuinely 
shares, has led, among other things, to the estab- 
lishment of municipal departments of electrical 
construction and general repairs, through which 
the City does some of its work without contractors. 
The shops of these departments are in the local 
manufacturing section. This disttiot also has 
the most striking and beautiful embodiment of the 
Mayor's progressive policy, in the Dover Street 
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Bath House. This is an all-the-year-round bath, 
with separate departments for men and women. 
It has accommodated 1400 people in one day. The 
use of the baths is free, but soap and a towel are 
furnished for two cents. The building is designed 
to express something of the dignity of the City, 
and is the finest public bath house as yet in this 
country. It stands in interesting contrast with 
one of the old City swimming baths, a wooden 
structure, moored each summer to the Dover Street 
Bridge. 

The municipal government is even catching the 
spirit of that soundly established form of phUan- 
thropy which provides wholesome recreation for 
the people. During the summer of the present 
year six of the school yards of the district have 
been kept open for use as playgrounds under com- 
petent direction and with suitable appointments. 
At the same time, under a legacy left in trust to 
the City, children were taken down the harbor for 
a day's outing, some of the older boys remaining 
for a week in camp on one of the harbor islands. 

The trustees of that noble municipal institu- 
tion, the Public Library, on account of the erec- 
tion of the monumental central building, have 
been unable as yet to establish a suitable local 
library in this district. In the meantime there is 
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a little delivery station and reading room on one 
of the crowded thoroughfares. The residents of 
one part of the district make acme uae of the pre- 
sent South End hrancb library, bat it is admit- 
tedly in the wrong location, and is poorly adapted 
to the service which the library administration 
would gladly render. 

All this collective action is bringing about a 
transformation throughout the entire scheme of 
social improvement. It suggests that charity and 
philanthropy must gradually assume a wider form 
of organization. When the administration of 
charity, public and private, is largely in the hands 
of those who have experience of the stm^le with 
poverty; when philauthropy in the full sense works 
with its constitaency instead o£ for them ; when 
undertakings proved beyond doubt to be for the 
general good shall be either privately endowed, 
promoted by popular association, or assumed by 
the public, — the local district, so far as local in- 
fluences can determine, will have passed the st^e 
of social recovery and entered upon its normal 
corporate growth. 



CHAPTER Xn 



THE TOTAL DBIFT 



A GOMMUNITT of fortj thousand souls is thus 
surrounded but not absorbed by a great city. Its 
life stands for toilsome monotony, rarely reaching 
distinction save in its tragedies. Yet there is 
much contentment, often too much. Existence has 
its joys, and on occasion its gayeties. The young 
are happy and hopeful. The free spirit, how- 
ever, is soon bound by the effects of unwholesome 
surroundings in childhood, joined with the cramp- 
ing necessities of adult life. A few of the strong 
willed, together with some brilliant one» that meet 
with favoring fortune, contrive to triumph over 
obstacles. All too often these enterprising natures 
find themselves restricted to the choice between 
opportunity and rectitude. Weak and inactive 
natures, if they survive, are likely to relapse into 
some sort of degradation. The mass of the peo- 
ple is undoubtedly ascending, inch by inch, in the 
economic and moral scale. 
J The jiroblenugf the district, to aconsiderable 
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extent, has to do with racial types adaptiDg them- 
eelvea to a new and strange enviroament ; but 
there IB among thein'no inberitaace of generations 
of demoralized ancestry. Native ability is by no 
means uncimimoD. There iB good reason to believe 
also that in the essentials of conduct the working 
people of this localiiy are on somewhat the same 
level as people in general. The tenement houses 
have many instances of devoted family affection. 
It is impressive and reassuring to find that under 
much of the home life of the district there is an 
impregnable rock of fundamental morality. The 
virtue of generosity and certain aspects of moral 
courage exist in a high degree. The delicate 
graces of character and the refinement that goes 
with elevated companionship are of course lacking. 
The average person in such a situation certainly 
stands in constant need of quickening and uplift- 
ing inflnence ; but the important issue does not 
lie there. A thousand schoolmasters and confes- 
sors, a thousand gentle ministrants, — all of the 
old order, — might alter many scattering lives, 
while the common life became steadily worse. 
Thejudividual^oes not have in himself the main 
cause of difficulty. In the great majority of cases 
the tr end of ^is physical and mor ^ existence is 
practically detfinnined.^ jiijn_bj_hia_ outward 
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co ndi^ ipua. The real trouble is that^^people here 
are from^birth at the mercy of great social forces 
which move almost like the march of destiny. 
The chapters which precede undertake to ex- 

r^QJj^tihP ^ffftpife^ Y'h^/'l'.^^h"^''^, ^^^^° y^^^o^ iti the 
local CQmiaunitj upon individujJ aa^jpcial life, 
and to show the various ways in which the restora- 
tive euergy of the city goes out to meet them. In 
its[o|QmLpapacity it sets up standards of health, 
intelligence, and morality, below which the general 
level of the population cannot fall. It refuses to 
allow the sick or the hungiy to go uncared for. 
It insists that children shall not grow up in illiter- 
acy. It especially guards some of the chief ave- 
nues of degradation. Besting back upon this rudi- 
mentary protective system, the people of the city 
proceed first to see that no family shall be without 
assistance toward recovering honorably from mate- 
rial disaster, and secondly to supply in general 
some of the means of a happier and nobler exist- 
enoe. By this voluntary effort additional checks 
are put on the encroachment of social tendencies 
upon personal and domestic welfare. 

Moreover, some of the larger local affairs are 
being positively ordered and directed toward be- 
neficent ends. Ward politics and popular amuse- 
ments, it is true, still nm at will, but tiiere are 
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solid developmente of helpful associatioD in the 
sphere of induatiy. The mgoifiiBaUtiSitJiPPj i^ pass- 
ing from merely guarding against evil into urging 
on the common good. Education and religion not 
only strengthen individual character from within 
against harmful conditioDB, hut endeavor directly 
to counteract the effects of disturbed domestic, 
industrial, and racial relations. 

All of these interests as they affect the district, 
whether of distinct or of dubiooa value, have an 
energy by no means spent. It is safe to expect 
considerable results in the immediate future along 
tbe line of present tendencies, — especially if one 
takes into account tbe existing results of tbe im- 
mediate past. As to some of these future results 
it may reasonably be asked, What ought they to 
be? There are other laiger developments as to 
which the present inquiry must be content simfdy 
to ask. Whither? 

The jj^ttf^ Bten with s ^'ffnT*'* ftf[nntiftp ia the / 
elimina ^Q of certain facto rs. No civilized com- 
munity undertakes to carry within its corporate 
life the criminal and the lunatic. X[ie_Sfluth~£nd 
attempts to carry :U)ree ffjjuilly ilnngaprtna fyjwa, . — 
tlTft luinfiifiipd pftiipar. the confimej^mistitute, the 
on tifinncil ijn^plrntvl It can Only be a laggard 
social sense that would have it so. Persons of 
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these types, who now go to and from the harbor 
institutions an incredible number of times, must 
br dfi nlf Tritih up r rn th fi priflcip l Q 9^ tlig ^}ia.bitiial 
criminal ja£t^ the JengthJlf , ter© .^P.idly increasing 
w^tK fiarh fiO"^T"'tmpntj and-rpaghing ftr^Jgij;;^ a 
sentence.- that will JaatJ^intil the i>er8ons either are 
ouTed-or.die. Along with this, there ought to be 
— and experience in Boston supports the plan — 
an offer given to the winds, to the effect that 
every wanderer may, and must, get his meals A nd 
lodi^g inJBostop by hard WQ rk, This would put 
the city on every tramp's black list, and would 
relieve the South End of the cheap lodging-house 
incubus. A third and equally obvious step in this 
connection would be the destru ction of at least a ^ 
doz^DL darka^n oisom e, rear-tene ment bu il djngs^ anc h 
as g pen i n to - Bftr row paooagew a ys and blind allp ys. 
This action wojild dispose of the most fertile 
breeding places of pauperism and its ^accompany- 
ing degradation. It is encouraging to know that 
the Board of Health, under new and sufficient 
powers, is moving in this direction. 

So much of the social wreckage must be dredged 
out. Any other course with this class itself is 
hopeless ; and it is blundering to confront the main 
issue without having thus cleared the way. What- 
ever may be said about the other problems of the 
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district, that of tKe treatment of its most degraded 
t^pes is by no means an insoluble one. Half tbe 
reach of mind, application and reBouroe that go 
into any of the city's great commercial enterprises 
would in reasonable time effectually settle it. 

Wi tft these t ypes andtheir contagion gone, the 
work of organizing charity would be freed of its 
most anxious conetrunts, and could meet exhaus- 
tivelj th^needs of tfie deserving poor, t he TJctam a 
of sickness /*r 'niflfnttiin" The h onest onem - 
ployed, no longer confused with the loaf er^r the 
vagabond, could be gven work or,^ failing that, 
provisional assistance by the City, withont his being 
involved in the disgrace that now goes vrith over- 
seer's aid. Only the industrious would remain to 
grow old ; and the aged, when under necessity, 
could, with little fear of demoralizing the younger 
generation, be pensioned under a veteran's dis- 
cbarge. With the worst fathers and mothers re- 
moved, and those with like tendencies threatened 
by a similar fate, the work of child saving would 
be greatly simplified. It would not be too much 
to expect that, with our varied and effective child- 
saving organizations, the situation would be so girt 
about that no child exposed to spedat danger could 
escape receiving appropriate care. 

It is impossible to suggest the sense of relief 
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which would penetrate all the tenemeDt - honse 
neighborhoods if the occasional besotted husband 
and father were by merciful justice taken away. 
The saloon, would, of course, still remain; but 
once branded by law as the entrance to a bot- 
tomless pit^ laxger numbers of npyice&^would- be 
regeUed from its door. Already it is possible to 
detect among young men connected with clubs at 
settlements and similar centres a pervading feeling 
that the saloon is a place beneath their self-respect. 
This suggests how all forms of social activity in 
the district are serving as counter-irritants to the 
saloon — to those who have not become its patrons. 
It would be a mistake, however, to think there can 
be any substitute for the saloon so far as those 
who frequent it are concerned. Only a doctrin- 
aire would ask for no-license in this district ; but 
saloon-hotds ought^jto_be3hoUabed. That they 
compete with illicit liquor-selling is not a sufficient 
argument to justify them. Farther than that the 
mere repressive influence of law cannot go at pre- 
sent. However, a system like that of Norway 
which, through public action, takes away the incen- 
tive of private gain, would surely be a great bless- 
ing. Indeed, the Boston saloon, in its freedom 
from the evils that go with secrecy, with allied en- 
ticements, and with a lounging, disorderly crowd. 
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as well as in its occasional tendency to discourage 
outright drunkenness, represents a step toward the 
comparatively unobjectionable Norwegian drinking 
place. 

As to prostitution, the removal of the most 
abandoned types would mean at least so much 
clear gain to the district and to the individuals 
themselves most concerned. For the rest, it has 
been a helpful move to use the full power of the 
law in scattering the nests of vice, and making it 
more inaccessible.^ To be sure, other districts, in 
which reside the well-to-do, have to some extent 
been invaded ; but why should prostitution be 
confined to neighborhoods inhabited by working 
people ? It is certainly as much loathed by tene- 
ment-house dwellers as by any class in the com- 
munity. To a remarkable degree they keep their 
skirts untouched by it, though it is all around 
them. Certain aspects of it go with the life of 
part of the lodging houses. But this evil, m its 
larger aspect, does not spring out of local condi- 
tions. What is seen here is the effect, not the 
cause. All that can be done, therefore, at this 
point of attack, is to make the downward path a 

^ A striking confirmation of this Tiew is furnished by the 
marked f aUing off in the case trade in wine thronghont this part 
of the city. 
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little more difficult, the upward more inciting. 
No profound change can ever come until there is 
more of jethiiaLidealism. and a more heroic type of 
personal moralitj^ampiig xespectdkle^p^ple of all 
classes. Prostitution does not propagate itselfY^ 
would quickly work its own destruction. 

The different delinquent elements, happily, con- 
stitute a rather small fraction of the local inhabi- 
tants. The problem which makes the distinctive 
challenge of the district to the open mind hMot 
that of moral degeneracy. It has to do only inci- 
dentally with the quality in a community that is 
morbid and pathological. It is not even the pro- 
blem of poverty. Only one fourth of the people 
are in the strict sense poor.^ It is the prob^eyuof ^ 
a yixdle^ h^terogexieous, undeveloped working: popu- 
lation. 

^t is with such people that a more thorough-going 
sy^t^D^pfedcMation^is^XQpst needed and is most 
pregnant with possibilities. Present opportunities 
are great in amount and variety, but are deficient 
in substantial value. The manual-training scheme 
of the public schools need^ '^to be filled out ; Bsxi 
it should" be completed w ifli ^ T^f\mt^a^o Arts 
High^School tQ QQires^ond to tb^ 3lQchanic Arts 
High School. It is very important that there 

1 Families having len than $10 a week may be called poor. 
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Bboold be fr ee acholarahip a to eoable promising 
ofaililreQ oTworEmg people to continue their edu- 
cation beyond tbe grammar - school stage. The 
waste of ability among the boys and ^Is of this 
district for the lack of such scholarships is matter 
of distinct pnblio concern. 

The total volume of effort toward softening and 
moralizing human nature, toward fitting men and 
women for useful occupation and good citizen- 
ship, is so great as to affect the larger local life. 
Churches, schools, and philanthropic centres are 
gradually beginning to see the infioeoce they have 
poured into the lives of individuals having an 
effect on families. Influence with different fami- 
lies soon b^ns to spread through the neighbor- 
hoods in which they live. Workers in different 
neighborhoods find the widening ripples of their 
infiuence coalescing with one another. This re- 
markable social teeult is not merely because of the 
complicated relations that go with the life of the 
district ; it is bec&ase, mnry ap d more^ all ki nds 
of religio us, educatio nal an d ge ne ral philanth ropic 
effort are done with a distinctly ao cial purp ose. It 
need hardly be said that this does not mean any 
the lees heart-felt personal consideration than went 
with the old individualist motive. Only with the 
man's social bonds in mind can one oome to terms 
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with the complete personal life. The settlements in 
their philanthropic work go farthest with the social 
method, yet it is they which establish the most 
natural relations with the individuaL 

It is well that the different philanthropic centres 
have had an independent, integral development, 
but there should now be a somewhat compact 
federation so as to enable them system^tlcj^ily to 
cover the ground. Such an alliance has existed in 
fact though not in name, including the South End 
House, Denison House, Wells Memorial Institute, 
and Lincoln House. Aregularly constituted or- 
ganization could take in hand the needs ~i>f- the 
district as a whole ; could see that neglected cor- 
ners are looked after ; could advise against the 
establishment of new centres which would only 
reduplicate existing efforts ; could unite in certain 
imposing undertakings in the name x>f the district 
as a whole ; and, seeking the cooperation of local 
citizens, could serve as voluntary trustees of the 
higher educational and moral interests of the com- 
munity. 

In this federation, also, tha., ch urches s hould 
wish to be represented. Those churches which are 
widening their scope so as more broadly to touch 
human need deserve much praise ; but all the 
churches cannot do that. It is not desirable that 
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they should. In a district like this, where religions 
interchange is made impossible bj age-long inher- 
ited tradition, there is only one way in which reli- 
gious devotion cao be solidly brought to bear for 
the common welfare. Let the rule be tha t each 
church rpinaj;! \^a "^'jiifl jp "h jch Tl lgPt '"'^qnlipg 
*'"..*.^Tfir 'tiffp"'"*^ miniin^ "'riill ff"""^ for sol ace and 
jpapiration. Then let certain select spirits from 



each church, whom others shall be called upon 
to follow, make it a test of derotion to join with 
groups from other churches thereabout with the 
essentially religious purpose of conspiring together 
for the greater reign of righteousness in that par- 
ticular vicinity. The reaction of euch a policy 
upon the church would give a wholesome reality 
to religion by making it the motive power of pre- 
sestday usefulness. 

Already among religious forces there is harmony 
to the extent that proselytism is generally avoided, 
not only in connection with all sorts of social 
work, but even in definite religious propaganda. 
In the matter of poor relief, Protestants, Catho- 
lics, and Jews work in agreement ..Aad_.Eif)lDetimes 
in active cooperation. Philanthropic effort among 
the tenement-house population, which is of course 
largely in the hands of persons connected with 
the Protestant cfanrches of the city, is carried on 
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with constant respect for the convictions of Catho- 
lics and Jews ; and since this has become clearly 
understood there is little or no opposition from 
either source. Some of the younger priests and 
rabbis are indeed distinctly friendly to such un- 
dertakmgs. There i8,ground for hope that w ith 
ammositig&jandjQ^understandings removed, there 
may devislop-4Kun&_more_po8itive combination of 
churches together with the other moral forces of 
the district. 

Such a federation might see that the full en- 
forcement of law is persevered in; that is, for 
instance, it could stand by a certain local police 
captain, an irreproachably honest man, who is mys- 
teriously opposed on account of his ^^ bluntness." 
rit might secure the active interest of sagacious 
/ business men in practical economic experiments 
f which should endeavor to improve or displace ex- 
^ isting tenement and lodging houses, restaurants 
and saloons, pawnshops and installment stores, 
0- theatres and dance halls, by model establishments 
^conducted upon a self-sustaining basis. It could 
take up the task which the settlements are striving 
to accomplish, that of bringing those closer forms 
of influence that deal with family and neighborhood 
life into relation ¥rith the wider, more masculine 
interests that go ¥rith politios and the organization 
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of labor. It might, in the local interest, come 
into intelligent relation with the municipal admin- 
ietratioo, secnring the full value of its ordinary 
service, and supporting the larger policy by which 
the municipality is adapting itself to the new facts 
in city lite. 

To pass from such efForta, su^estive and pro- 
mising aa they are, to the various forms of indepen- 
dent oi^anization that exist in the South End, is to 
come to what is often crude and blundering, like 
most human interests a tangle of good and evil, 
but what represents the common people developing 
their own native abilities and slowly waking to 
their overwhelming collective power. The traini ng 
in demo crac y gi ven by^ their clubs, lodges, political 
gangs, and trade unions isproducingastrongif not 
unerring social senBe_.as affecting their economic 
and political affairs. To a certun extent the Bo- 
man Catbplic church, in addition to its very great 
moraliziiig..infiuQnce upon the indiyidual,.Ia.a co- 
ordin ating force. Though in its official relations 
the laity have no voice, yet there is au increasing 
number of organizations loosely associated with 
the church which are in the hands of the people 
themselves. 

The great variety of organizations in the district 
serves to bridge in this way and that the gulfs of 
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distinction in blood and faith which so hinder the 
progress of common feeling and loyalty among 
workingmen in this country. Indeed, it is true 
here, as it is everywhere, that there is an ethical 
tendency in the very fact of association. When- 
ever men meet together in a self-respecting way 
for any legitimate purpose, they learn afresh, from 
their very attempt to work together, that the moral 
law is the only practical scheme of human inter- 
course. Moreover, all the variety of organization 
will in due time supply a network in which may 
be wrought a distinct ^^ new synthesis " of what is 
best in the common life. The politician has al- 
ready discerned the meaning of this; he deftly 
turns nearly every form of organization to his 
base ends. In due time there will be disinterested 
reformers as clever. But even without the self- 
conscious reformer, even in spite of the self-seek- 
ing politician, these organizations themselves will 
come, by that strange upward pressure of associa- 
tion, into the light of higher motives that they 
wot not of. Down in the life of the district itself 
hopeful forces are gathering, which in the com- 
parison belittle all the efforts of philanthropists 
and reformers. 

The labor movement is oonatantly gaining 
strength and momentum. Indeed, it is now at a 
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stage where there is danger of the iDtoxication of 
power, ttad it may have to go backward in order 
to learn how to go ioEwacd. gradually. The trade 
miionB constitute an increaeiug force in the direo- 
tioti of a municipal programme as distinct from 
national party politics ; and though their proposals 
ate not always wise, yet they are in this capacity 
an indispensable ^ency for the political training 
of their constituency. It must be said distinctly, 
however, that politics to them means something 
which concerns itself closely with social welfare. 
In this, if they depart to some extent from the 
patriotic traditions of the past, they are without 
doubt moving toward the greater patriotism of 
the future. Before this tendency, itself strongly 
imbued with Socialism, the revolutionary type of 
Socialism is fast being swept away. In one of 
the trade imions which is largely made up of immi- 
grants, and has all along been aggressively social- 
ist, the Socialists have recently been completely 
routed in a controversy called up by the Caban 
War. The trade unions are in fact making a con- 
tribution toward Americanizinjjjhe foreign gqpa- 

lation which is B§C0nd.in yalna nj]|y lip 1,1^1,11 f>f |;^ip 

public jcluMlls. Educationally this contribution is 
considerable ; economically its value is inestimable. 
Unless tke outer intrenchment of a fair standard 
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of life for the working classes can be held, all that 
is distinctively American ¥dll be lost. The trade 
union insists that the immigrant must not accept 
any lower condition ; it thus effectually prevents 
him from undermining the best of our national 
economic defenses. The foes, however, are not all 
from without. Thi^ "^^^]fingTnfl"*fr 9tft^i1fl*fl of life 

is r»nnaf.anf1j f.lirp^fpjifif^ liy ft nnnfiiaPrf^ inflnafriftl 

system. Reduction of wages — representing a 
meaner home, a more burdened wife, more tempted 
children — is always imminent. The trade unions 
give themselves unremittingly to warding off this 
attack upon the citadel of labor. 

Local politics, to sheer civic rectitude, would 
seem almost beyond hope. T here are unmis- 
takable signs, however, tiiat the-iefouiaal^social 
organizations-Qf the district^ topch^ by the many 
enlightening influences about^thenv-af^ learning 
to use their collective political powfi;^ for their col- 
lective interest rather. thanJor the aggrandizement 
of ,theLJ)oss. From this point it is not so long a 
step to some appreciation of the general good of 
the city ; and the step will be taken as soon as the 
municipality comes to stand more obviously for the 
particidar good of the great masses of its citizens. 
It has bejgn clearly shown that th g^oss jystem has 
its power by holdings up before people whose lives 
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at best are me^re the alluriiig chance of tangible 
benefits. The cheat of this can all be exposed by a 
municipal policy which, with the regularity and 
impartiality of public service, undertakes to minis- 
ter more lai^ely to certain keenly felt common 
needs. In the meantime, nothing need be expected 
in this district from any vague cry of " municipal 
reform ; " for that means merely the political no- 
lions and, mbtakenly or not, the political self- 
interest of a distant superior class. 

The reserve force of the city begins to assert 
itself definitely against some of the rank develop- 
ments associated with phenomenal growth. Grad- 
ually die incoherent jnasses that make up the city 
population are being bound together T)y a strong 
municipal government. Such a city government 
must undertake many new responsibilities. For- 
tunately at this juncture Boston has a chief ex- 
ecutive who looks to the depths of his problem 
and has rare administrative genius to devote to it. 
The increasing tendency of the city government in 
Boston is to concern itself closely with the great 
common interests of the people. The schools, thei 
public library with its radiating local centres, the \ 
board of health, the wat«r department, the police, ^ 
are all entering upon aggressive methods, witli the ; 
social well-being in view ; instead of following the- 
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old perfunctory way of simply serving the individ- 
ual needs that made themselves manifest. 

Moreover the present Mayor is putting into crys- 
tallized form this principle that the administration 
of modern cities must more and more be social- 
ized. Besides the repair and electrical construction 
shops already mentioned, there are a printing office 
and two laundries, all under municipal control, 
through which the City does its own work in those 
lines. 

In addition, there is a new and active department 
of public music, giving concerts summer and win- 
ter : the art commission is to provide for the deco- 
ration of ^Jtchool-Fooma, and will share in giving 
the South End Free Art Exhibition ; and series 
trf jivrTiing li^t*tnrftfl; iindprjiuinigJ£i^1 direction, are 
to be given in school halls throughout the city. 
The bath_j2(aaml§sion is engaged upon a pro- 
gramme which, taking its beginning with the mu- 
nicipal floating and beach baths that have existed 
for many years, is about to give each working-class 
section of the city a bath-house open the year 
round, a pIayground^4e-be-4oQded for skating in 
the winter, and a .gyxtmasium^^all under municipal 
auspices. 

The South End, for reasons that have already 
been sufficiently expressed, vdll profit most espe- 
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cially by this humane and realistic policy. What 
roast further come, howeTer, is a greater degree' 
of local autonomy, jt^outh find people are justly 
proud of what the City is acoompUshing in their 
midst. They are not slow to appreciate such 
efforts to improve their lot But m ore of their ow n 
representatives must be tak en into the confiden ce 
of the administration. They must be intrusted 
with some active responsibility in connection with 
the schools, the relief of the poor, and the general 
public care of the local public welfare. In due 
time, by making the govemm ent of the city a p er^ 
sooal interest to many local £iti£§?is,_it would he 
possible. tQ develop a spirit of dissatisfaction with 
the men who arenow aaat as- d e l ego t es te-tiie City 
CounciL 

Thft_ree9tablishment of a degree of local self- 
government _ia this ipreat . district is positively 
necessaij^ not only for the political traiuiog of 
citizens, but for securing the local identity and 
local lQjalty.QHt of which^the feeling of social re- 
apooaibility.. springs. American democracy does 
not contemplate the formation of vast, sprawling, 
formless masses of population governed from a 
single centre. Great cities, under social as well as 
political necessity, must restore to their local dis- 
tricts some of the old village powers. In this par> 
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ticular district, a partial embodiment, both social 
and political, of this policy may soon be made in a 
building which it is proposed to erect on a large 
lot of ground close to the most crowded comer in 
the district and owned by the City. At present 
there is a disused school house on this lot, which 
beside other things is the chief centre for political 
gatherings in the district. Such a building as the 
one proposed would have in it a voting place, cer- 
tain City offices, headquarters for the central trade- 
union bodies, a branch of the public library, and 
a large hall for lectures, concerts, picture shows, 
and public meetings.^ 

Within the twenty-five years just passed the 
movement of population has completely changed 
the face of the South End. Migration into it 
and out of it seems to be its fate. The coming 
years will undoubtedly bring a large accession to 
the Jewish and Italian colonies in this part of the 
city as people are driven out of the North End 
by the inroads of wholesale business. The Jews 
will ere long be very heavy landholders in the 
district. The more progressive among the Irish 
are passing on as far as Dorchester, where they 

^ The Mayor has suggested this as a way of using part of the 
Franklin Fund, which has accumulated from a bequest of Benja- 
min Franklin to the town of Boston. 
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live in small flats having open space about them. 
Many of the rest will retreat to the nearer strong- 
holds of their nationality in Lower Boxbury. 

Thj^ fllpynfaul rp 'lway, soon to be bujlt, WJU 
make it sti U easier for mw j^'^'U''-" nr'^ '.^-ti-—~- t- 
tr^ gfer their homes to the suburbs. The lodging 
houses will become lower in gnide, and many of 
them will be turned into tenement houses. There 
is likely to be much more. manufacturing io this 
district, but not mme .tESide. It used to be thought 
that the business of the city was tending gradually 
toward the South End, but within three or four 
years it has taken a decisive turn toward the west 
The moving of the new rulroad terminal a half 
dozen blocks to the north tends still further to 
keep lai^ commercial enterprise away. There 
is no likelihood, however, that the ^stngt will 
become isolated. The traffic through its streets 
will even be greater, as the elevated railroad will 
undoubtedly do much to develop all the southern 
growth of the city. A new thoroughfare will have 
to be cut through, destroying Pleasant Street, to 
connect the great docks which will be built in 
South Boston with the increasing number of facto- 
ries in Cambridgeport 

At the present time practically all the bmlding 
space in the district is covered. It is hardly con- 
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ceivable that there should be any more rear tene- 
ments. Many of the better buildings, however, 
falling into the hands of poorer people, will have 
their rooms more crowded. To counteract this 
it will in due time be found necessary to clear 
all insanitary areas and ground now completely 
covered with wooden stables and sheds, running 
streets through or making small open spaces. 
The class of people living in residences and apart- 
ments will be likely to grow less. The better 
grades of lodging - house inhabitants will pass 
across the western and southern borders of the 
district. The lower order of lodging houses will 
be scattered indiscriminately among tenement 
houses. The^ preponderance of unskilled workers 
wUl be still greater. Economically the district 
wiUl)a.pogi^iJiutJDafla^J|ly_it jr^ better oflf. 
Its amusements, and even its dissipations, will 
settle to the level of the local life. 

These kaleidoscopic shiftings of men and con- 
ditions will be, however, only the more outward 
signs of a slow but mighty underlying movement. 
Such a district is created by it, and marks its fate- 
ful outcome. Relentless influences of evil break in 
upon the people. Unparalleled energies of good 
^ are striving to heal the breach. Infinitely more 

than both, able to carry them away before it, is the 
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great cflDtr&l current that comes with the common 
life. One is thrilled with the dangers, the bless- 
ings, which it bears ; its certain meaning ia irre- 
sistible change. It does not have its aoorces in the 
original characters of the local inhabitants. Its 
tributaries do not take their rise in the sponta- 
neous institutionB and customs of the district. 
Here the stream may be studied so far aa to mea- 
sure the level it seeks, the momentum with which 
it is driven. Here it may be directed so far as to 
erect dikes, open sluiceways, and keep the channel 
dear. The overmastering forces which urge it on, 
like the tide and gravity, come tiom the world out- 
side. They belong with the great city, with modern 
indostry, with civilization. 
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ing Office, 306 ; reoair shop, 286, 
306; Water Board, 306; separa- 
tion of city from national issues. 
303. See Almshouse, Board of 
Health, Gymnasiums. Hospi- 
tals, Parks, Playgrounds,Police, 
Politics. 

Boston, town of, 23. 

Boston Water Power Company, 

26. 

Bowling-alleys, 198. 

Boylston Market, 19. 

Boys, 114 ff., 163, 166, 236, 238, 266, 
286, 297. See Clubs, Gangs. 

British Americans, 36, 37, 49, 64 ff., 
88, 134,173. 

Brooke House, 277. 

Buildhig laws, 63. See Legisla- 
tion. 

Cellars, 69, 60. See, also. Base- 
ments. 
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Centralization of population, l, 2. 

See Overcrowding. 
Charities, 248 ff., 287. 
Children, 67, 80, 87, 103, 107, 114, 

152, 166, 199, 215. 231-244, 252, 286, 

288: dangers to, 152; ''street 
children,** 234 L; child-saving, 

293. 

Children's Aid Society, 252, 258. 

Chinese, 36. 46, 47, 153, 218. 

Churches, in general, 6, 7, 46, 111, 
200, 201-230, 272, 297 ; attendance 
on, 221, 223 f. ; federation need- 
ed with philanthropic agencies, 
298 ff. ; inadequacy of, 219, 227 f . ; 
lack of cooperation among, 228 ; 
methods of the Catholic church 
contrasted with Protestant me- 
thods, 224, 229 (see 221); pro- 
selytism, 299; relations with 
charitable organizations, 250, 
298 ff. ; sentiment towards, 228 ; 
the unchurched, 223 f. 
Catholic, Roman, 172, 221, 224, 229, 
267, 301 ; cathedral, 15, 201, 203; 
clergy. 203; co-operation with, 
299; French, 201 ; German, 201 ; 
parochial missions, 202; paro- 
chial schools, 204; St James, 
203 f. ; St. Vhicent de Paul So- 
ciety, 202. 251. 

Protestant, 201, 205 ff. ; reasons 
for not reaching more persons, 
225 ff.-230: lack of concentra- 
tion and co-operation, 226 f., 298 
f. ; buildings sold, 217 ; Barnard 
Memorial, 215, 257, 266 ; Berkeley 
Temple, 208-211, 213, 223, 261; 
Clarendon Street Baptist, 207 ; 
Every-Day Church, 208, 211, 213, 
261 ; Hope Chapel, 219 ; Luther- 
an, 206; Morgan Chapel, 214, 
219, 261 ; St Stephen's, 208, 212, 
213, 225. 251, 266, 267, 272 ; Shaw- 

mut Avenue Congregational, 

207, 223, 261. 

Civil Service Beform, 126, 132,133. 

Clerks, 50, 86, 87 f., 96. 97 f ., 100, 
171, 181, 281. See Shopkeepers. 

Clubs, and democracy, 301 ; boys', 
255 ff., 259 ; business men's, 281 ; 
church, 207, 263 : girls', 255, I5T,. 
259, 260; political, 122, 263; proper 
size of, 271 ; social, 280 ; teach- 
ers', 269; women's, 262, 277; 
young men's, 118-122, 195 ; Infor- 
mal, for men, 2G0. See Gangs, 
Lincoln House, Saloons, Secret 
Societies, Settlements. 



College settlements. See Settle- 
ments. 

Cooking, 71 U 211, 239, 272, note. 
See Food. 

Co-operative banks, 109, 247, 279. 

Co.operative Building Co., 277. 

Co-operative societies, 279 f. ; Med- 
ical, 279. 

Corporations, 124, 128. 

*• Country Week," 260. 

Crime, 149. See chap. vii. ; Crimi- 
nal class, 291; semi-criminal, 
129, 135, 146; the vicious : haunts, 
2, 7, 160 ; contagion of, 152, 292 ; 
niunber of, 296; removal of, 
291 L; assault, 149, 150; bur- 
glary, 149, 150; desertion, 44, 
45 ; lawlessness, 235, malicious 
mischief, 150; murder, 149, 168 ; 
robbery, 149, 168, 174; theft, 
149 f.; Habitual Criminal Act, 
292. See Arrests, Drunkenness, 
Enforcement, Liquor, Police, 
Prostitution, South End. 

Cubans, 44. 

Dances, 119 1, 122, 196, 199, 267. 
Dance halls, 122, 195, 300. 
Day nurseries, 80, 211, 252. 
Democracy, 229, 236, 243, 264, 301, 

307. 
Denlson House, 258, 260, 262, 267, 

268 f., 271, 272, 275, 276, 298. 
Diet kitchens, 78. See Food. 
Dime museums, 169, 176 fL; Grand, 

176-181. 
Disease, 66, 73 ff., 81, 169,164. 
Dispensaries, 77-to 80 ; sentiment 

toward, 80 ; Boston Dispensary, 

77 f. 
District Nursing Association, 78. 
District under review, boundaries, 

6 f., 18, 19, 31 {Population, 33, 97. 
Dorothea Dix House, 265, 266. 
Dress, expenditure for, 107. 
Drinking, 8, 81, 92, 108, 121, 123, 

126, 128, 129, 131, 137, 139, 156, 

166, 174 ; causes Of, 165 f., 166 ; 

and crime, 157. See Saloons, 
Drunkenness. 

Drunkenness, 149 ff., 163, 166, 172, 
173 f., 176, 291 ; causes Of, 156-157. 
See Drinking. 

Dwellings, 90. See Apartment 
houses, Lodging-houses, Tene- 
ments, Home. 

Education, 291; hygienic, 72, 81, 
103; in connection with church- 
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es, 209. 211, 212, 216 : by lectures, 
306. See Schools, Public. 

Elevated railway. 309 f. 

Ellis Memorial Club, 2()6 ff., 261. 

Emergency and Hygiene Associa- 
tion, 260. 

Enforcement of law, 69, 87, 154, 
174 f., 231, 300. See Legislation. 

English, 36, 49, 51, 54, 56. 

Environment, Influence of, 289. 
See Sanitary conditions, Home, 
Family, Neighborhood. 

Factories, 1, 4, 6, 48, 69, 83, 86, 87, 

280. 
Family, 44, 49, 75, lOl ff., 109, 112, 

198, 199 f., 226, 231, 268, 275, 289, 

293, 297, 300 ; lack Of the family 
life, 166 ; families aided by char- 
ity, 249. See Home. 

Female Asylum, Boston, 254. 

Flower Mission, 208, 260. 

Food, begging, 292 ; expenditures 
for, 103 ; given by public agen- 
cies, 249 : improper feeding, 72, 
103, 156 ; poor food, 156 ; for the 
sick, 75, 78. See Cooking, Res- 
taurants. 

Fort Hill, 29, 54, 55. 

Fortifications, 11, 15 ff., 18. 

Frankland, Sir Charles, 13. 

Franklin Fund, 308. 

Franklin Square, 16, 20, 30, 28L 

French, 36, 56, 201. 

French Canadians, 49. 

Fresh-Air Fund. See "Country 
Week." 

Front Street Company, 20, 21, 23. 

Gallows, 18. ^>e>. ^^ 
GambUng, 122, (^, 15^ 173. 
Gangs, 114, 118, 140-144, 149, 236, 

301. 
Germans, 36, 37, 61, 64, 66, 67, 157, 

201, 206, 232, 233, 280. 
Girls. 254, 260, 297 ; clubS for, 266. 
Greeks, 36, 46, 48, 85. 
Grey Nuns, 277. 
Gymnasiums, 280, 281, 306. 

Hale House, 266, 266 f ., 273. 
Hale, Rev. E. E., 246, 267. 
Halls, Public, 196. 
Health, Public, 26. See Chapter 

iv. 
Hibernians, Ancient Order of, 281. 
Home, 23, 50, 51, 60, 73, 156, 199 f., 

219, 226, 240, 252, 269, 268, 272, 

274,289. See Family. 



Home libraries, 268. 

Hospitals, 75-80; sentiment to* 

ward, 79 f.; City Hospital, 76; 

Mass. Homoeopathic, 76; St. 

Elizabeth's, 76; Inebriates', at 

Foxboro', 161. 
Hotels, 89, 90, 91, 154, 161 f ., 169, 217 ; 

as places of assignation, 161. 
Hours of labor, 87, 99. 
House of Correction, 161. 
** House parties," 140. 
Hucksters, 70, 71, 85. 
Hygienic instruction, 72, 81. 

Immigration, l, 2, 39, 49, 64, 83 ; 
foreign element, 37, 38, 46, 53,54, 
66, 57, 303 ; assimilation of immi- 
grants, 38, 46, 110, 233, 303 ; Char- 
acteristics of, 38, 76. See Na- 
tionalities. 

Imprisonment, 151, 292. 

Incomes, loi f., 105. See Wages. 

Indeterminate sentence, 292. See 
Imprisonment. 

Industrial Aid Society, 263. 

Industrial grades, 96 f. 

Industrial Home, Boston, 278. 

Industries, chief, of the district, 
83 ff. 

Insurance, 281. 

Irish, 36 ff.-42, 49, 63 ff.-67, 117, 
133 f., 172, 174, 199, 204, 232, 233, 
308. 

Italians, 36, 38, 40, 45, 48, 66, 86, 
2331,242,308. 

Jefferson Club, 268. 

Jews, 36 ff.-43, 64, 66, 67, 117, 
134, 169, 172, 199, 206, 232, 233, 
263, 266, 267, 272, 279, 299, 308 ; 
Polish, 41, 66, 57 ; Russian, 41, 
66, 57, 172, 174, 204, 242 (see Syn- 
agogues); German, 40, 64, 66. 

Kindergarten, 211, 216,238 1, 238 ff., 
272, note. 

Labels, union. 284 f. 

Labor, organization of, 228, 300; 
labor movement, 302 ; Building 
Trades Council, 283, 286 ; Central 
Labor Union, 264, 283; confer- 
ences with business men, 276: 
Knights of Labor, 283 ; United 
Workmen, 281. See Trade 
Unions. 

Labor problem, 8. See chap. ▼. 

Laborers, 87 L, 181. See Unskilled 
Class. 
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Laundries, steam, 83, 89, 99, 306. 

Lawbreakers, 160 fL, 236. See 
Crime. 

Legislation, criminal, 292; hu- 
mane, 9, 87; ineffective, 63; 
needed sanitary legislation, 60, 
66, 68 f., 81 ; for working people, 

283. 
Library, Public, 306, 306, 308. 
Licenses, hucksters*, 70; liquor, 

133, 294. 
Lincoln House, 266, 267, 269. 260, 

266, 267 U 271-273, 276, 298 ; clubS, 

267. 
Liquor law, violations of, 164, 176, 

294 ; kitchen bar-rooms, 160. 
liquor traffic, 86, 162, 294 ; num- 
ber of licenses, 164 ; Norwegian 

system, 294 L See Drinking, 

Saloons. 
Loafers, 129, 130, 136, 144, 146, 167, 

181. See Tramps. 
Lodging-houses, 1, 33 ff., 48 ff.-62, 

64, 86, 91, 97, 100, 166-168, 199,208, 

213, 217, 272, 284, 292, 296, 309 f. ; 

model, 278, 300. 
Louisa Alcott Club, 272, note. 
*• Lovers,** 121 f., 1621. See Proa- 

titution. 

Made land, 19, 21 1, 24 L, 27, 31, 
68,69. 

Manual training, 216, 237-240, 296; 
sewing, 211, 239. 

Manufacturing, 84. See Facto- 
ries. 

Marenholz House, 266, 270. 

Markets, 70, 71. 

Marriage relations, 44, 46. 

Medical assistance, 76 ff. See 279. 
See Dispensaries, Hospitals, 
Diet Kitchens. 

Mill Dam, 23 ff. 

Mint, 17 t 

Missions, missionary enterprise, 
8, 9, 207, 208, 273; parochial (R. 
C), 202 ; rescue, 201, 208, 213, 217. 
264 ; for Chinese, 218 ; Episcopal 
City Mission, 260. SeeCnurches. 

Morality, 67, 133, 289, 310 ; stand- 
ards of. 138, 144, 146, 161, 289; 
generosity, 126, 144 ; honesty In 
politics, 132 f., 142 ; self-respect, 
68. See Crime, Schools, The- 
atres. 

Music, opportunities to hear, 
193 L, 196, 200, 204, 211, 271, 306, 
806. 



Nationalities, proportion of vartp 
ous, 36, 37, 63-67, 232. See Im- 
migrants. 

Neck, The, 12-32. 

Negroes, 36, 37, 40, 41, 44, 46, 94, 
163, 168, 169, 173, 174, 219, 232. 

Neighborhood, 2, 3, 7, 61, 112, 148, 
166, 169, 198, 199 f., 269. 270, 272, 

276, 300. See, especially, 274 1, 

297. 

New England kitchen, 279. 

" New York " streets, the, 40, 46. 

North End, 3, 4, 10, 31, 37, 38, 68, 

308. 
Norwegian system, 294 1 
Norwegians, 36, 206, 207. 
Nursing, 76, 78 fl. ; day nurseries, 

80. 

Old Comfort Lodging House, 278. 
Overcrowding, 1, 2, 8, 61 fl., 67-69, 
112, 162, 310. 

Overseers of the Poor, 249. Conk- 
pare 293. 

Parent nativity, 66. 

Parents, 240, 263, 293. SeeFUnlly, 
Home. 

Parish houses, 204, 213, 266, 280i 
See Churches. 

Parker Memorial, 263, 273. 

Parks, 68. 

Patriotism, 233. 

Pauperism, 92, 240, 260, 261, 291, 
292; prevention of, 266. See 
Poor. 

Pawnbrokers, 86, 106; model 
pawnshops, 300. 

Philanthropic agencies, 246-286, 
296, 310 ; business ventures, 300 ; 
classification of, 248 ; co-opera- 
tion among, 245; federation, 
need of, 298 : forces deeper than, 
302 : methods of, 246 ; St. Vin- 
cent de Paul Society, 202, 261. 
See Poor, Remedial work. Re- 
constructive work. Associated 
Charities. 

Physicians. 73 ff. to 80. 

Playgrounds, 68, 260, 286, 306. 

Police, 136, 146, 146, 149, 162, 163, 166, 
160, 164, 168, 172, 296 ; raids, 170. 

Police, Board of, 70,104, 162, 166, 
158, 162. 

Police stations, 76. 

Pontics, 114-147, 300, 304 1 ; bosses, 
116, 123-129, 135,136,141,142,146 L, 
304 ; caucus, 127, 131 £^ 136, 139, 
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I4d-147; caucus frauds, 131 f., 
142, 144 ff. ; heelers, 12d-132, 138, 
140, 144 ; honesty in, 132 f., 142 ; 
Independent voters, 127, 141; 
machine, 123, 141, 142 ; money in, 
124, 136, 140; office seekers, 
132 f., 136, 142 (see City, posi- 
tions under) ; patronage, 88, 127, 
128 ; political corruption, 3, 124, 
140, 142; registration, fraudu- 
lent, 138, 142 ; repeaters. 131 f., 
142, 144 f. ; separation of muni- 
cipal and national politics, 302 f.; 
smoke talks, 120 ; compare 140 ; 
ward committee, 141 ; ward, pol- 
itics of the. 123 fr.. 276, 290. 

Pool rooms, 130, 152 f., 163, 169, 
198. 

Poor,' the, 7, 61, 68, 69, 103, 166, 186, 
240, 293, 296; recipients of char. 
Ity (numher of families), 240, 
249; relief, 96 f., 246, 247, 249, 
293, 299, 307; self-respect 68, 
293. See Associated Chanties, 
Churches, Overseers of the 
Poor, Pauperism, Philanthropic 
Agencies, Poverty. 

Population, forecast of changes in 
South End, 308 ff. ; growth of, 
62 f. : males over twenty, 97; 
racial character of, 232. See 
Nationalities ; also, chap. ilL 

Portuguese, 38. 

Poverty, 108, 111, 166, 247, 249, 269, 
296. The endless chain of, 166. 
See Pauperism, Poor. 

Printing Trades Council, 283. 

Professional men, 97 f., 100. 

Proselytism, 299. 

Prostitution, 91, 121 f., 161, 163, 
169-173, 176, 209, 264, 291 ; SOme 

causes of, 171; organized, 168; 
reformation, 264, 296. 

Qulncy, Josiah, 286, 306. 

Race preludice, 134, 136, 234, 301. 
See Kellgion, Prejudices. 

Reading rooms, 260 f. 

Reconstructive work, 248, 273, 290, 
302,305. 

Recuperative work, 248, 290, 302. 

Reformatory at Concord, 161. 

Reforms, political, 114, 276, 302 f., 
304 f. ; social, 291 ff., 302. 

Relief. See Poor. 

Religion, 201-230, 291 ; centres of, 
61 (see Churches. Missions, Syn- 
agogues); teaching of, 41 (see 



Sunday-schools); lack of, 46; 
outlay for, 108 ; religious preju- 
dice, 77, 136, 234, 302. 

Remedial work, 248, 290. 

Rents, 69, 101 f. 

Restaurants, 89, 104. 164, 160. 162, 
169; model, 278 I., 300. See 
Food. 

Roxbury, 3, 6, 13, 14, 16, 41, 61, 82, 
201,308. 

Sabbath observance, 13, 117, 164. 
Compare 205. 

Saloons, 118, 128, 131, 137, 143, 
152 f., 164 f., 156 ff., 160, 162, 163, 
169, 198, 209, 293 f., 300; causes 

of, 166 ; Norwegian system, 294 1 

See Drinking. 
Salvation Army. 177, 201, 217,278. 
Sanitary conditions, importance 

of good, 68; sununary of bad, 

81. See chap, iv.. Public Health. 
Schools, parochial, 204. 
Schools, public 36, 37, 72 1. 110, 

142, 231-244. 303, 305-307 (com- 

pare 216); instruction needed, 
72, 81, 103, 240, 296 ; moral influ- 
ence of, 231, 236 ff., 238, 297 ; re- 
lations of teachers with pupils 
and parents, 240 ff.; scnolar- 
ships, free, 297. 

In particular: Brimmer, 232; 
Domestic Arts High, 296; Even, 
ing, 216, 242 ff. ; Evening High, 
244: Franklin, 36, 37, 232; Me- 
chanic Arts High, 239, 296; 
Quincy, 36, 37, 232; Trade 
Schools, 240; Wait, 37, 232. See 
Art Education, Education, Kin. 
dergartens, Manual Training, 
Parochial Schools, Sunday 
Schools, Teachers. 

Scotch, 36, 49, 51. 

Scotch-Irish, 49. 

Secret societies, 281, 301; Good 
Templars, Knights of Honor, 
Odd Fellows, 281. 

Settlements, 200, 247, 260, 266-276, 
294, 297 ; aims of, 273 ff. ; number 
of persons reached by, 271 ; sum- 
mer work of, 259; territorial 
division of district among, 268, 
270, 272 ; Women's College Set- 
tlement Association, 265. See 
Denison House, Dorothea Dix 
House, Hale House, Lincoln 
House, Marenbolz House, South 
End House ; Churches : Protest- 
ant, St. Stephens. 
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Sewers, 60. 

Shawmut Club, 262. 

Shops, 71, 84. 

Sbopkeepers, 61, 96, 97 f., 103, 28L 
See Clerks. 

Sickness. 76. See Disease, Dis- 
pensaries, Hospitals, Fliysi- 
cians. Food. 

Smoke talks, 120. See 140. 

Socialism, 134, 282, 303. 

Society for the Prevention of Cro- 
elty to Children, 252. 

South Bay, 6, 23 f., 60, 6L 

South Bay Club, 261. 

South Boston, 3, 29, 30, 41, 309. 

South Cove, 20-23, 63, 64, 63, 148, 
174, 266, 268. 

South Cove Company, 21-23, 26, 
27. 

South End, evolution of, 1 fL-A ; 
as a distinct quarter, 186; con- 
trasted with Korth and West 
ends, 3 ff. ; with parts of London, 
99, note; historical sketch, lo- 
32 ; expansion of, 23 ft, 62 ; fu- 
ture of, 308 fl. ; the problem of, 
296 ; varied character of, 82 ; as 
a residential quarter, 6, 30, 31 ; 
as a criminal quarter, 148 f ., 163, 
169, 166, 168 ; as a wofking-class 
section, 76, ill, 296. 

South End House, 268, 261, 262, 
266, 267, 269 ff.-272, 276, 298. 

Spiritualism, 219 1 

Stables, 86. 

Stamp Savings Society, 279. See 

211. 

Standard of living, 110, 303. See 

Incomes. 
Stores. 33, 69, 84, 99, 17L 
Installment stores, 84, 106 f., 300. 
Street railway, 30, 83, 88. See Ele- 
vated Railway. 
Streetcleaning, 72. 
Streets 

Albany Street, 26, 34, 69, 63, 161, 
197. 

Beach Street, 12, 13, 20 fL-26, 

48. 
Dover Street, 12 ff., 18 0.-27,31, 63, 

176, 246 ; Bath House, 286 f . 
Harrison Avenue, 20, 21, 26, 40, 

41, 47, 68, 69, 76, 86, 89, 286, 298. 
Kirkland Street, 44. 
Kneeiand Street, 6, 48. 
Pleasant Street, 40, 63, 64, 86, 94, 

246,309. 

Porter Street, 44. 
Shawmut Avenue, 20, 26. 



Treroont Street, 6, 10, 20, 26-28, 

254 272 273. 

Washington Street, 13, 14, 16, 20, 
26, 63, 89, 111, 163, 169, 176, 196, 
197, 264, 272. See Neck. 

strikes, 276. 

Sunday-schools, 41, 47, 222. Com- 
pare 205. See Churches. 

Suspicious characters, 160. 

Sweating system, 87. 

Swedes, 36, 56, 206. 

Synagogues, 201, 204, 222. 

Syrians, 36, 46, 206. 

Teachers, 240 ff., 270, 289. See 
Schools. 

Temperance work, 202, 209, 216, 
264. See Drunkenness. 

Tenements, 1, 33 fL - 36, 48, 64 ff., 
70, 82, 90, 101 U 138, 152, 165 L, 173, 
180, 198, 199, 237, 258, 260, 272, 
284, 289, 292, 293,296, 309 1; model, 
86 277 300. 

Air. fresh, 61, 63. 66, 66, 67, 69, 74. 
Sinks, 66, 69. 

Sunlight, 60, 61, 63, 66, 66, 69, 74, 
148. 
Water-closets, 64 fL, 67, 69, 74. 

Tenement-house industry, 70. 

Theatres, 6, 108, 111. 153, 169, 300 
(see Amusements); moral ef- 
fect of, 189, 200 ; Aquarium, 196, 
217 ; Castle Square, 190-194; Co- 
lumbia, 186-189, 217; New Grand, 
16, 181 f., 188; Grand Opera 
House, 183-186, 188; Hollis Street, 
194, 217 ; Royal, 196 ; Windsor, 
177. 

Thrift, 101, 108 ft See 211, 279. 

Toynbee Hall, 230. 

Trade Unions, 109, 196, 264, 274, 
276, 282-286,301, 303 ; for women, 
283 : labels, 284 f. See Labor. 

Tramps, 91, 97, 160, 292. 

Unemployed, 92 ff., 121, 136, 181, 

215, 293. 
Unskilled class, 94, 97 L, 102, 171, 

240, 269, 283, 310. See Labor- 

ers. 

Vacations, 108, 269, 286. 

Vaccination, 74. 

Volunteers of America, 201, 217. 

Wages, rate of, 94 ff. ; of women, 

98 f. See Income. 
Washington, George, 17. 
Washington Market, 16. 
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Washingtonlan Home, 254. 

Wayfarer's Lodge, 249. 

Wells Memorial, 264, 264, 279, 298. 

West End, 3,4, 10, 11, 64. 

Women, Clubs. 262, 277 ; employ- 
ments of, 89 ; homes for working- 
women, 277 ; hours of work, 87, 
99; trade unions, 283; wages, 
98 f. ; working women, 263, 262, 

269, 275, 283. 

Women's shelter, 249. 
Wood-yards, 213, 218, 249, 253, 278. 
Working Boys* Home, 264. 



Worklng-elass, l, 8, 4, 228, 264, 296, 
303, 306. See lAborers, Arti- 
sans, South End. 

Working day. See Hours of La- 
bor. 

Working Women's Clubs, Associ- 
ation of, 262. 

Working-people's Institutes, 200. 

Toong Men's Christian Union, 

260. 
Young Women's Christian Asso* 

ciatJoD, 277. 



